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BOLAN
Bolan Fall Festival, held every fall includes music, pancake breakfast, 
pie and ice cream, vendors, bake sale and a bicycle ride around the 
county.
www.bolaniowa.com

BUFFALO CENTER
The Annual Fourth of July Celebration offers a variety of fun activities, 
including food stands, games, fireworks and other family activities.

FERTILE
Held in August, Fertile Days promises an eventful day, including a 
parade, a Fireman’s Breakfast and much more.

FOREST CITY
Heritage Park hosts many events in the city including: Steam School in 
May, Steam Threshing in June, Heritage Festival in July, Junkapalooza 
in Sept., Tour of Lights in Nov. and Dec. and Christmas in Dec.
www.heritageparkofnorthiowa.com

Country Thunder, held in June, is a multiple day event that brings 
many headliners for great music and camping all weekend. 
www.countrythunder.com/iowa

Motor Night, held two times a summer is an annual, free event that 
brings visitors from across Iowa to display their trucks, cars, tractors 
and motorcycles. 
www.cityofforestcity.com
 
The annual Puckerbrush Days Celebration in July features hometown 
traditions such as a 5K run/walk, entertainment, parade, food, 
fireworks and much more.
www.cityofforestcity.com

GRAFTON
Turkey Day arrives in July, including great traditional food all centered 
around, yes, you guessed it—Turkey.
www.graftoniowa.com

HANLONTOWN
Sundown Weekend, held during the weekend nearest the first day 
of summer in June offers activities for everyone. Hanlontown Annual 
Great Bike Ride happens on the summer solstice. Here, a bike ride 
around town ends at the railroad tracks where the sun sets perfectly 
in alignment with the tracks, making them glow red. 

JOICE
Top of Iowa Car Show, in July, offers an old-time community 
celebration with community breakfast, lunch vendors, pedal pull, 
music in the park and games and activities for the kids.

KENSETT
The Town & Country Festival in August is a family friendly event that 
will keep everyone busy for the day.  
www.kensettia.com

LAKE MILLS
The July Jubilee Celebration is held the first weekend after 4th of July, 
with a variety of art and craft vendors, live entertainment, a parade, 
community picnic and much more.
www.lakemillsia.org

NORTHWOOD
The Worth County Fair is held in Northwood each June for the biggest 
5-6 days of fair activities around! Music, 4-H, Food, Rides…this fair has 
it all!
www.worthcountyfair.com 

The Annual 4th of July Celebration has a number of events, including 
a 5K run/walk, parade and a traditional firework show at dusk.

Founders Day is held every September with vendors, music and one 
of the biggest classic cars shows around.

RAKE
The Borderline Tractor Ride in June travels across the area for a full 
day of fun.

SCARVILLE
The annual 4th of July Celebration includes a parade (the only 
parade you get to see twice), live music, community picnic and a 
day-long flea market.

THOMPSON
Thompson is home to the Winnebago County Fair and has all typical 
county fair events, games, entertainment and food, as well as an 
antique tractor show and demolition derby.
www.winnebagocoiowafair.com

COVID-19 has affected events in our counties. Event planners are continuing to 
pursue holding annual events. For detailed information regarding events and 
to stay up to date, consider visiting the website listed with each event. Search 
on our Facebook page or visit www.winn-worthbetco.com for specific event 
details, dates and times, along with other information.

COMMUNITY EVENTS
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BOLAN SCHOOLHOUSE & CULTURAL 
CENTER
Originally there were two rural schools 
located one mile north and one mile 
south of Bolan. After the south school 
burned in 1922, the school board 
decided to rebuild at the Bolan corner 
and consolidate the two schools 
into one two-room school. The Bolan 
church was used as a makeshift school 
to complete the school year.
In the Spring of 1923, the big day 
arrived to move into the new school.  
Such elegance! The rooms were large, 
everything spanking new, including 
desks and teachers’ desks. There were 
separate coat rooms for boys and girls. 
A front entrance sported a fountain, 
of sorts, that was filled by students 
taking turns carrying water from Emma 
Hummel’s well which was nearest. 
There were indoor chemical toilets 
and a full basement to play in during 
inclement weather.

Scott & Lori Willert bought the 
property in the fall of 2002, and the 
building became known as the Bolan 
Schoolhouse where consignment 
vendors would sell their crafts, artwork, 
antiques, and other unique products. 

In April 2009, the Willerts donated 
the land and building to the Bolan 
Schoolhouse & Cultural Center, which 
is an eleven-member nonprofit board 
that organized in September 2007. 
www.bolaniowa.com

CHAPEL HILL CEMETERY
Farmers in the area bought the two 
acres that comprise the cemetery in 
1878. The Historical Society accepted 
a gift from Tom Fretty of a miniature 
(8-by-12-foot) church. This tiny church 
was moved in 1982 to the cemetery 
near Fertile and renovated. 

CITIZENS SAVINGS BANK MUSEUM
The former Citizens Savings Bank 
Building in Hanlontown opened in 
1920 and closed in 2000. The building 
combines elements from a variety of 
architectural styles. The exterior has 
a predominantly Classical Revival 
style design, but a closer look reveals 
elements of other styles. The interior 
is predominantly done in the Prairie 
School Style, and abounds with oak 
woodwork, stained glass, and marble. 

EMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH ALTAR
Emmanuel Lutheran Church, built in 
1936 in Grafton, features a unique 
hand-carved altar by Alois Lang of 
Germany. The altar is one of three in 
the U.S. that Lang was commissioned 
to produce.

GRAFTON HERITAGE DEPOT
This depot was built in 1878 by the 
Chicago-Milwaukee and St. Paul 
Railroad on the branch line from 
Mason City, Iowa to Austin, Minnesota. 
In June 1976, the depot was placed on 
the National Register of Historic Places 
and now is being used as a railroad 
museum and local heritage center.

KENSETT COMMUNITY CHURCH
The Church Museum, built in 1899, 
was listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places in 1999. The main floor 
is used as a community museum and 
the basement is used for community 
meetings and social events. 

MACHINERY MUSEUM
On the north bank of the Shell Rock 
River across the street from the 
Old Creamery in Northwood is the 
red Machinery Museum. It houses 
hundreds of pieces of machinery 
and equipment used in the area by 
our forefathers to farm our rich, fertile 
Worth County soil from the Swensrud 
farm to its present location in 1972.

MANLY JUNCTION RR MUSEUM
This is an extensive RR Museum with 
numerous displays, exhibits, and 
personal collection items from Iowa 
Northern Railway Co. and the Sabin 
family. It is located at 111 Main St. 
East in Manly. Call for your personal 
appointment at 641-454-8029. 

RHODES MILL
Rhodes Mill is listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places and lies 
adjacent to William Rhodes Park on 
the Winnebago River in Fertile. This 
historic mill is now Rhodes Mill Retreat. 
www.rhodesmill.com

SIME-OSWALD CABIN
This pioneer cabin’s oak logs still 
bear the marks of the ax that split 
their lengths almost 150 years ago. 
They were hewn at a time when the 
country was reinventing itself after 
the Civil War. The cabin was built by 
Norwegian immigrant Arne Sime in 
1869. “The skill, the work, the labor it 
took to do this — it is inconceivable 
to us today,” said Richard Holstad, a 
descendant of the cabin’s builder. 
Hanlontown is now home to the 18-by-
30-foot two-story cabin that, despite 
as many as three moves from its 
original spot, still stands strong against 
time — with a little help. 

THE CABOOSE MUSEUM
This Museum is a restored Rock Island 
railroad caboose. It is located in town 
on Highway 9 in Manly. Call 641-454-
3090 for information. 

THE GLADYS PIXLEY MEMORIAL LOG 
HOUSE 
This log house was built in 1858 in 
Silver Lake Township, northwest of 
Northwood, by James Randall. It has 
been restored to its original condition, 
and a native limestone fireplace has 
been added. 

THE OLD CREAMERY MUSEUM
This building was built about 1892 in 
Northwood as a creamery, which was 
in operation until the 1950s and now 
contains antiques.

THE TOP OF IOWA WELCOME CENTER
The Top of Iowa Welcome Center is 
a large red barn shaped structure 
featuring travel brochures, vending 
machines, a coffee shop and gift 
shop featuring Iowa-made products 
and crafts. 
www.topofiowa.com

WORTH COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
PROPERTIES 
The Worth County Freedom Rock is 
located in Kensett on the grounds of 
the community center.  The following 
Worth County Historical Society 
properties can be found at 
www.worthhistory.org.

WORTH COUNTY MAIN MUSEUM
The museum was built in 1879 as 
the Worth County Courthouse in 
Northwood. Special displays and 
demonstrations significant to local 
history are featured on the main floor, 
and on the second floor are dioramas 
reminiscent of the late 1800s.

WORTH COUNTY VETERANS 
MONUMENT
Located on the grounds of the Worth 
County Courthouse, the names of 
veterans from Worth County from all 
wars, all eras are on the monument.

WORTH COUNTY

POINTS 
OF INTEREST
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ARLINGTON PARK - LAKE MILLS
Arlington Park, along North Mill Street 
in Lake Mills, is home to a Sherman 
Tank in memory of Lake Mills native, 
Gen. Joseph M. Colby, who designed 
tanks. The park is home to the Lake 
Mills Veterans Monument, constructed 
in 2004 as well. It includes the names 
of living and deceased veterans from 
the area. This area is also home to the 
Winnebago County Freedom Rock. 

BURNAP COUNTRY SCHOOL MUSEUM 
The Burnap Country School Museum 
on North Mill Street in Lake Mills is open 
by appointment. Please call LMCDC 
for more information.

BUFFALO CENTER HISTORICAL SOCIETY
It is the mission of the Buffalo Center 
Historical Society to educate, preserve 
and promote understanding of the 
cultural, social and human history of 
Buffalo Center and surrounding areas. 
In pursuit of this mission, the Society 
will gather and preserve anything of 
historical relevance to the area. The 
Society will use public display and 
programming to further the cultural 
atmosphere of northern Iowa and 
historical awareness of our citizens.
www.bchistoricalsociety.com

GRANT TOWNSHIP SCHOOL HOUSE #5 – 
BUFFALO CENTER
The Buffalo Center Historical Society 
to educates, preserves and promotes 
understanding of the cultural, social 
and human history of Buffalo Center 
and surrounding areas. The Society 
gathers and preserves anything of 
historical relevance to the area and 
uses public display and programming 
to further the cultural atmosphere of 
northern Iowa and historical awareness 
of our citizens.
www.bchistoricalsociety.org/grant-5

HERITAGE PARK OF NORTH IOWA
Heritage Park of North Iowa is a 91-
acre site located on the south edge 
of Forest City. Heritage Park of North 
Iowa was formed in the fall of 1999 by 
the Winnebago Historical Society, Inc. 
and includes the combining of several 
North Iowa organization efforts to 
preserve the history of rural America.  
www.heritageparkofnorthiowa.com

THE MANSION MUSEUM
Located at 336 North Clark Street in 
Forest City, this museum houses the 
early history of Winnebago County 
and the Ida Fuller display. 

THE PROMISE OF AMERICA 
“The Promise of America” statue is 
located on the east side of Lake Mills 
along North 3rd Ave. and is a tribute 
to Norwegian-American immigrant 
families who settled in this region.

VICTORIAN HOUSE
Built in 1901, with gardens, this beautiful 
house is available to rent for special 
gatherings and is located at 308 South 
Lincoln St. in Lake Mills. The public is 
welcome to enjoy the gardens. Please 
call LMCDC to schedule a visit. 

WINNEBAGO HISTORICAL SOCIETY
The Winnebago Historical Society is 
housed in the Mansion Museum at 
336 North Clark St., and it oversees 
Heritage Park, a 91-acre park on 
the south edge of Forest City. Its 
mission is to educate children and 
adults through the Mansion Museum, 
reintroduce families to their past 
through the Leibrand-Whiteis Historical 
Center and recreate the lives and 
livelihoods of our ancestors at Heritage 
Park of North Iowa.
www.winnebagohistoricalsocietyiowa.org

WINNEBAGO COUNTY VETERANS 
MONUMENT
Located on the grounds of the 
Winnebago County Courthouse in 
Forest City.  The names of veterans 
from Winnebago County from all wars, 
all eras are on the monument.

WINNEBAGO 
COUNTY

POINTS 
OF INTEREST Spend a Day – Relive A LifetimeSpend a Day – Relive A Lifetime

Heritage Park of North Iowa

To schedule a tour or to talk about hosting an event 
at the Park, please call Dawn, 641-596-0527

Look for the church steeple and pioneer farm 
on the south edge of Forest City.

Learn more: heritageparkofnorthiowa.com

Heritage Park is known for a very large and 
diverse line of big iron and big events! 

Visitors enjoy touring the tractor museums with over 
61,000 sq. ft. of rare and unique machinery. 

See over 25 steam engines and over 25 prairie tractors 
along with row crop tractors, threshers and machinery. 

The Park also boasts a museum with over 10,000 sq. 
ft. of vintage transportation on wheels. Discover your 

history by attending an event or scheduling a tour.

Visit our website to learn more about our events: 
 Steam Engineer School
 Steam Threshing Festival
 Heritage Fest
 Junkapalooza
 Holiday Tour of Lights

Tour our museums that include: 
 Armed Forces Historical Center
 Transportation Museum
 Railroad Museum
 Beaver Creek Church
 Pioneer Village
 Timberland Museum
 Indian Artifact Collection
 Steam Engine & Tractor Museums
 Farmstead House and Barn 
 Old School Museum
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NORTHWOOD FITNESS
1602 Central Ave., Northwood
507-421-3304

UPTOWN FITNESS & YOGA STUDIO
221 W Main St., Lake Mills
641-590-2868
www.uptownfitnesslm.com

GOLFING
BEAR CREEK GOLF COURSE
145 Country Club Road, Forest City
641-383-8822 
www.bearcreekfc.com

GRUIS RECREATION AREA
2724 360th St., Buffalo Center
641-926-5393
www.gruisrecreation.com

NORTHWOOD COUNTRY CLUB
1391 490th St., Northwood
641-324-1662
www.wcountryclub.com

PIONEER TOWN AND COUNTRY CLUB
410 Club Terrace, Manly
641-454-2414

RICE LAKE GOLF AND COUNTRY CLUB
43080 Golf Ave., Lake Mills
641-592-8022
www.ricelakegolfandcountryclub.com

SWIMMING
BUFFALO CENTER SWIMMING POOL
215 5th Ave. NE, Buffalo Center
641-562-2796

FOREST CITY FAMILY AQUATIC CENTER
525 John K Hanson Drive, Forest City
641-585-2650 

FOREST CITY YMCA
916 West I St., Forest City
641-585-5220
www.forestcityymca.org

GRAFTON CITY WADING POOL
Located in the City Park on the 
corner of 6th Ave. & 2nd St.

LAKE MILLS AQUATIC CENTER
700 S Lincoln St., Lake Mills
641-592-3591

MANLY FAMILY AQUATIC CENTER
206 Linden St. S, Manly
641-454-3302

NORTHWOOD SWIMMING POOL
714 2nd Ave., Northwood
641-324-1680

THOMPSON SWIMMING POOL
356 Harrison St., Thompson
641-584-2860

THEATERS
BOMAN FINE ARTS CENTER
225 John K Hanson Drive, Forest City
641-585-2020
www.bomanfineartscenter.org

BRICKSTREET THEATRE, INC.
1305 Highway 69 S., Forest City
641-585-1800
www.brickstreettheatre.org

FOREST THEATRE
215 N Clark St., Forest City
641-585-2790

NORTHWOOD THEATRE
740 Central Ave., Northwood
641-324-0064
www.northwoodtheatre.com

THE MILLS THEATER
216 W Main, Lake Mills
641-592-6455
www.themillstheater.com

WINNEBAGO INDUSTRIES
VISITORS CENTER, 
MUSEUM & TOURS

1045 South 4th Street
641-585-6936 OR 800-643-4892

ARCHERY
BEAR CREEK OUTDOORS 
3388 Sage Drive, Forest City
641-581-2844
www.bearcreekoutdoors.com 

WINNEBAGO ARCHERY CLUB
641-420-4798

BOWLING
BUFFALO LANES
120 1st St. NW, Buffalo Center
641-562-2611

STRIKE ZONE
1003 8th St. N, Northwood
641-324-2749

SUPER BOWL
19050 Highway 9, Forest City
641-581-2618
www.superbowlforestcity.com

BREWERIES, 
TAPHOUSES & 
WINERIES 
5 ALARM BREWING COMPANY
211 W Main St., Lake Mills
641-592-2739
www.5alarmbrewingco.com

LAZY ACRE VINEYARD
4776 Bluebill Ave., Lake Mills
(641) 592-LAZY
www.lazyacrevineyard.com

THE PADDLER’S TAP
136 N Clark St., Forest City
641-585-0303

WINDY HILL WINERY
35256 200th Ave., Forest City 
641-581-5102

WORTH BREWING COMPANY
835 Central Ave., Northwood
641-324-9899
www.worthbrewing.com

CASINO
DIAMOND JO CASINO
777 Diamond Jo Lane, Northwood
641-323-7777  
www.diamondjo.com/worth

CAFE/COFFEE 
BEAN & BISTRO
826 Central Ave., Northwood
641-323-7139

CABIN COFFEE COMPANY
206 Highway 69 N, Forest City
641-585-1776
www.cabincoffeecompany.com

SWALLOW COFFEEHOUSE
225 W Main St., Lake Mills
641-592-3600

EQUESTRIAN
CAMELOT EQUESTRIAN CENTER
3862 Dogwood Ave., Joice
641-588-3370
www.camelotboxers.com

MONTY BRUCE HORSE TRAINING 
CENTER
4954 Vine Ave., Northwood
507-456-0299
www.montybruce.com

FITNESS 
FOREST CITY YMCA
916 West I St., Forest City
641-585-5220
www.forestcityymca.org

FREEDOM FITNESS
1006 Pleasant St., Forest City
641-432-3656

GRAFTON COMMUNITY FITNESS CENTER
202 6th Ave., Grafton
641-748-2970

LAKE MILLS FAMILY FITNESS CENTER
712 N Lake St., Lake Mills
641-592-7285

THINGS 
TO DO

  Winnebago Industries Visitors Center 
  and Museum

Visit the 60 acre headquarters of the most  
   technologically advanced RV manufacturing facility in 
   the world. Free, 90 minute tours of the main 

production facilities are hosted by knowledable 
guides. Be sure to stop in to see the updated 

   company museum and shop the Winnebago Outdoor Store for branded apparel and gifts to fit your 
   outdoor lifestyle.
  Location 1045 South 4th Street 
  Contact  641-585-6936 or 800-643-4892  email:  factorytours@wgo.net 
  Tours Tours of the main production facility (Class A & C) are weekdays at 9:00 am and 1:00 pm. Tours of 
   the Lake Mills facility (Class B) are weekdays at 9:30 am. Regular tours are April through October (except 
   holidays). All tours depart from the Winnebago Visitors Center in Forest City. For more information on 
   the factory tours visit www.winnebagoind.com/company/visit. To arrange a tour during winter months, or 
   if there are more than six in your group, call 641-585-6178.   

Heritage Park of North Iowa 
   Visit the 91 acre outdoor museum dedicated to the preservation of   
    America’s rural heritage. See steam and gas powered antique  
    tractors, a log home, 1890’s church, school house, barn & much more 
    from the early 1800’s to mid 1900’s.

Location  just off Hwy 69 and near County Road B14.   
Contact  641-596-0527 tours@heritageparkofnorthiowa.com
Tours Open June1st through August 31st by appointment. 

 
Mansion Museum and Genealogical Center

Visit the Mansion Museum, a turn of the century home built by banker,  
Charlie Thompson. The Librand-Whites Genealogy Center is attached 
to the museum and archives much of the local and regional history 
of development and people. Also tour nearby Trinity Church, the oldest 
church in Winnebago County.
Location  336 North Clark Street
Contact  641-585-2308 
Tours Tuesdays and Thursdays noon to 3:00 pm April 23 through October. Museum also open Sundays 
1:00 - 4:00 pm June through August. Tours also available by appointment. 

 While you’re here, don’t miss the opportunity to take the Downtown 
Architectural Walking Tour or visit the Winnebago County Courthouse. Contact the 
Chamber of Commerce for more information 641-585-2092.

10 Forest City Community Guide
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So much to do in Forest City!  Whether you 
play golf, swim, bike, kayak, or hike, Forest 
City has something for you to enjoy!                      

Bear Creek Golf Course  
bearcreekfc.com 
Phone:  (641) 585-1353 
Located: 145 S Golf Course Rd

Forest City’s Bear Creek is 18 scenic holes of memorable 
golf. The front 9 (also known as ’The Cub’) is challenging 
and enjoyable, yet plays slightly easier than the back 9 
(known as ‘The Grizzly’). You’ve never seen a more diverse 
group of holes on one golf course. Set your tee time today 
on the website or by phone.  

Bear Creek also features a Pro shop, full bar and casual 
dining.  
 
Play regularly by participating in League Night (Tuesday), 
Ladies Day (Wednesday), Men’s Day (Thursday), or Couple’s 
League (Friday).  

Youth instruction available. Those13 and under may play 
for free when accompanied by an adult.  

Forest City Disc Golf Course  
cityofforestcity.com/parksandrecreation

The course is located a few blocks east of downtown in 
two of our city parks (Pammel Park and Clark Woods Park), 
which are separated by the Winnebago River. The course 
is 21 baskets, that offer challenging blue tees for the 
advance player, as well as the easier red tees for the new 
or recreational player.  You will get to use a wide variety of 
shots to complete your round as the course features terrain 
from open and level fairways with a few trees to elevation 
changes in wooded areas, as well as a few water hazards on 
seven of the baskets.

South Town Speedway 
southtownspeedway.com 

The track is a 1/7 mile, semi banked clay dirt mix surface 
and well lighted. Races every Saturday night May - July.  
Hot laps start at 6:30pm. Race track number: 641-581-5858

Winnebago River Water Trail 
A designated canoeing/kayaking water trail runs along the 
Winnebago River.  A popular local route is from Ambrosen 
Recreation, area in Leland, IA (just North on  
Hwy 9/69), to Pammel Park in Forest City.  
 

Forest City Aquatic Center   COVID-19 - CLOSED IN 2020 
cityofforestcity.com/parksandrecreation

phone: (641) 585-2650  
Located:  525 John K. Hanson Drive 
Hours: Mon through Sat 1:00 pm to 8:00 pm,  
            Sun 1:00 pm – 6:30 pm 
Fees:  $4.00 general admission. Passes available for 
purchase online on the website. 

Recreation
COVID -19 
Most attractions are closed due to the 
pandemic.  Please call ahead for updated visitors  
information by contacting  the Chamber of Com-
merce at 641-585-2092 or the attraction. . 
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AMERICAN
MITCHELLS AT BEAR CREEK
145 Country Club Road, Forest City
641-585-1353
www.bearcreekfc.com/restaurant

R80 LLC
2 Maple St., Kensett
641-845-2033
r-80-llc.business.site

RICE LAKE SMOKE HOUSE & 
RESTAURANT
43080 Golf Ave., Lake Mills
641-592-8022
www.ricelakegolfandcountryclub.com

SALLY’S RESTAURANT
133 N Clark St., Forest City
641-585-3400

SUE’S CORNER POST
700 Central Ave., Northwood
641-324-2912 

TELUWUT GRILLEHOUSE & PUB
224 W Main St., Lake Mills
641-592-3303
www.teluwut.com

THE KITCHEN
777 Diamond Jo Lane, Northwood
641-323-7777
www.diamondjo.com/dine/the-
kitchen

BAR/EATERIES
AMERICAN LEGION POST 110
110 E Elmore St., Manly
641-454-4100

BUCKET’S BAR & GRILL
309 5th Ave. SW, Buffalo Center
641-562-2677
146 Jackson St., Thompson
641-584-2820
115 N Main St., Rake
641-566-3040

GOBBLER’S ROOST
306 3rd St., Grafton
641-748-2225
gobblersroost.com

MITCHELL’S BAR & GRILL
107 B St., Leland
641-567-3200

NORTH BRANCH
110 N Mill St., Lake Mills
641-592-5400

R BAR
201 Main St., Scarville
641-568-3030

SHOOTERZ BAR & GRILL
1126 Highway 69 N, Forest City
641-585-5000

STRIKE ZONE
1003 8th St. N, Northwood
641-324-2749

THIRSTY DOG LOUNGE
3594 Orchid Ave., Manly
641-454-4444

VINJE PUB & GRILL
15960 490th St., Scarville
641-568-3150

VIP LOUNGE
705 Highway 69 N, Forest City
641-585-2893 

CARRY OUT
CASEY’S CARRY OUT PIZZA
101 1st Ave. NE, Buffalo Center
641-562-2334
106 Highway 69 S, Forest City
641-582-2288
1132 Highway 69 S, Forest City
641-582-2043
101 N Lake St., Lake Mills
641-592-0909
505 Highway 65 S, Manly
641-454-2597
101 8th St. N, Northwood
641-324-3249
www.caseys.com

DON’S MOTOR MART/GODFATHER’S
401 W Main St., Lake Mills
641-592-9966

JO STOP CONVENIENCE STORE
700 Diamond Jo Lane, Northwood
641-324-1750

KUM & GO
818 State Highway 105, Northwood
641-323-7440

KWIK STAR
806 Highway 69 N, Forest City
641-582-2074

R80 CONVENIENCE STORE
912 Central Ave. North, Northwood
641-323-7555
2 Maple St., Kensett
641-845-2033

SID’S
1116 Highway 69 S, Forest City
641-585-2030

DELI
DAVID’S MARKETPLACE
103 N Washington, Lake Mills
641-592-0051

HOMETOWN MARKET
11707 Highway 9, Thompson
641-584-2300

HY-VEE DELI
315 Highway 69 N, Forest City
641-585-4127

MAIN STREET MARKET
209 N Main St., Buffalo Center
641-562-2363
www.mainstreetmarketiowa.com

FAST FOOD
A&W RESTAURANT
1106 Highway 69 N, Forest City
641-582-4534
www.awrestaurants.com

BURGER KING
777 Diamond Jo Lane, Northwood
641-324-1366

SUBWAY
111 W J St., Forest City
641-582-3080
105 N Western St., Lake Mills
641-592-5550
777 Diamond Jo Lane, Northwood
641-323-7100
853 Central Ave., Northwood
641-323-7900
www.subway.com

FINE DINING
CAFE MIR
113 W Main St., Fertile
641-797-2999

SIGNATURE’S SUPPER CLUB
728 Central Ave., Northwood
641-324-1052
www.signaturessupperclub.com

THE BRANDING IRON
135 Jackson St., Thompson
641-584-2912

WOOD FIRE GRILLE
777 Diamond Jo Lane, Northwood
641-323-7821
www.diamondjo.com/dine/woodfire-
grille

INTERNATIONAL
AY JALISCO
201 W Main St., Lake Mills
641-592-2000
208 N Clark St., Forest City
641-582-2245

GOLDEN CHOPSTICKS
247 N Clark St., Forest City
641-585-1688

MAIN STREET PIZZA
210 W Main St., Lake Mills
641-592-3400

TACO JERRY’S AND BORDERLINE PIZZA
1145 Highway 69 N, Forest City
641-585-3151

TEQUILA’S MEXICAN BAR AND GRILL
846 Central Ave., Northwood
641-323-0000
www.tequilasmexicanbarandgrill.
business.site

SPECIALTY
FAT JILLS CUPCAKES
Northwood
641-390-0064
jill@fatjills.com

HAPPY SWEETS CUPCAKES
Forest City
641-590-0136
happysweetscupcakes@gmail.com

HOT BEEF SUNDAE TRAILER
728 Central Ave., Northwood
641-324-1052
www.signaturesupperclub.com

HY-VEE BAKERY
315 Highway 69 N, Forest City
641-585-3775

SCOOPY DOO’S ICE CREAM & MORE
105 N Clark St.
641-585-3030

DINING
WITH STYLE
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CAMPGROUNDS
HAPPY TIME RESORT
526 470th St., Lake Mills
641-592-CAMP
www.happytimeresort.com

THREE FINGERS CAMPGROUND
35604 135th Ave., Forest City
641-590-6653

HOTELS
COBBLESTONE INN &SUITES
1121 Highway 69 N, Forest City
641-585-3000
www.staycobblestone.com/ia/forest-
city

COUNTRY INN & SUITES
711 Diamond Jo Lane, Northwood
888-201-1746 / 641-323-7000
www.countryinns.com

FOREST CITY INN
1215 Highway 69 S, Forest City
641-585-1300
www.forestcityinn.com

HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS
4712 Wheelerwood, Northwood
641-323-7500
www.ihg.com/holidayinnexpress

MOTELS
CROSSROADS MOTEL
511 Highway 65 S, Manly
641-454-3377
www.crossroadsmoteliowa.com

LAKE MILLS MOTEL
402 North Lake St., Lake Mills
641-592-3711
www.lakemillsmotel.com

THE ROYAL MOTEL
903 S 10th St., Northwood
641-324-1252
www.royalmoteliowa.com

RENTALS
BOECKHOLT’S COTTAGES
2 COTTAGES
Buffalo Center
641-562-2221
www.boeckholtscottage.com

FERTILE CREAMERY
Reservations only on
www.airbnb.com

LAKE CATHERINE CABIN
Thorpe Park, Forest City
641-565-3390
www.winnebagoccb.com

RHODES MILL RETREAT
211 W Main St., Fertile
918-630-9935
www.rhodesmill.com

WINNKO LLC
2 Properties
Buffalo Center
515-341-3361

PILOT KNOB STATE PARK
Pilot Knob State Park, located six miles east of Forest City, includes an 
observation tower built in 1934 by the Civilian Conservation Corps. The tower 
is the second highest point in the state and offers a beautiful panoramic 
view. The park offers hiking and horseback trails, two picnic shelters and 60 
campsites, as well as hunting, fishing, bird watching and many other activities. 
Call 641-581-4835. 
www.iowadnr.gov

903 S. 10th St., Northwood, IA
641-324-1252

www.royalmoteliowa.com

ROYAL
MOTEL

CROSSROADS 
MOTEL

509 Hwy. 65, Manly, IA
641-454-3377

www.crossroadsmoteliowa.com

A welcome stay
along the way.
Make yourself at home:

• Complimentary Hot Breakfast
• Pool and Whirlpool
• Meeting Room
• Pet Friendly
• Business Center
• Complimentary High-Speed Wi-Fi

Country Inn & Suites by Radisson, Northwood, IA

641-323-7000
radissonhotels.com/countryinn
© 2020 Country Inn & Suites by Radisson, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

LODGING 
WITH COMFORT

EXPLORING 
THE OUTDOORS

RICE LAKE STATE PARK
The park is located two miles southeast of Lake Mills at Lakeside Drive. 641-
592-9632. It is along the banks of Rice Lake with a shelter house, beach area, 
bathrooms and wildlife viewing, picnicking, swimming, boating, canoeing and 
fishing. Public hunting areas and Rice Lake Golf and Country Club are nearby 
as well. Call 641-581-4835.
www.iowadnr.gov
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Worth County Conservation is home to 
Silver Lake Park and Panicum Prairie. 
The Worth County Conservation Board 
(WCCB) collectively manages 28 
parks, natural areas, prairies, memorial 
sites and rest areas encompassing over 
3,190 acres throughout the county. The 
office is located in Northwood.
www.mycountyparks.com/County/
Worth.aspx

WORTH COUNTY CONSERVATION
503 First Ave. N
Northwood, IA 50459
641-324-1524
EMAIL: wccb@worthcounty.org
www.worthcounty.org/
Conservation%20Board.htm

Worth county has two campgrounds, 
three day-use parks, three ponds 
or lakes for fishing, as well as the 
Shellrock River and numerous hunting 
opportunities. Contact WCC for more 
information regarding camping and 
shelter rental.

Brunsvold Haugen
This is a 19-acre oak timber 
currently undergoing timber stand 
improvements. This area is used by deer 
and turkey hunters.

Christianson-Taylor WMA
Christianson-Taylor is a 310 acre public 
hunting area consisting of restored 
wetlands and uplands with small 
pockets of mixed timber.

Dean Mueller Wildlife Area
96-acre area that is mostly prairie with a 
small stream.

Deer Creek Forest
This is a 40-acre mixed woodland 
divided by the Deer Creek drainage 
ditch. This area is good for deer and 
turkey hunting.  

Deer Creek Rest Area
A small park along Highway 105. This is 
a shaded picnic area along the Deer 
Creek drainage ditch. The timber north 
and west of the park is open to hunting. 

Deer Creek Wildlife Management Area
This area is a 45-acre mixed timber 
along the Deer Creek drainage ditch 
and is excellent for deer and turkey 
hunting. Some small game hunting is 
also done.

Fertile Mill
Fertile Mill is an abandoned fish rearing 
pond along the Winnebago River and is 
a good place to observe wildlife, and is 
open to public hunting.  

Harrier Wetlands
This area features about 110 acres of 
mixed uplands, and approximately 20 
acres of restored wetlands.

Kuennen’s Quarry
Kuennen’s Quarry is a day-use park. 
There are three-acre and eight-acre 
quarries stocked with fish, and the south 
(larger) quarry is stocked with trout in 
the wintertime. There is a playground 
located close to the enclosed shelter. 

Land of Two Waters
This is a 260-acre area with restored 
uplands and wetlands; the Shellrock 
River and Elk Creek also run through 
the property. This area provides great 
opportunities for deer, turkey, pheasant 
and waterfowl hunting.

Myre Timber
This is a three-acre aspen and 
cottonwood timber with a walk in 
easement. This area offers deer and 
turkey hunting.

Northern Prairie WMA
This is a 40-acre area with a restored 
pothole wetland and some surrounding 
uplands consisting mainly of native 
grasses.

Ochee Yahola
Ochyee Yahola Park is mostly woods 
and offers camping, as well as hiking 
and equestrian trails. The park is open 
for archery hunting. When the park 
closes in November, it is then open for 
gun hunting. 

Panicum Prairie WMA
Panicum Prairie is a 315-acre public 
hunting area consisting of seasonal 
wetlands and restored uplands, with 
small pockets of mixed timber and 
willow bats. 

Plymouth Pits
This is an old 33-acre sand pit area 
seeded to native prairie uplands with 
mixed timber and scrub brush. There 
is deer, turkey, and pheasant hunting 
available in this wildlife area.  

Sawin Wildlife Management Area
A 24-acre area that is mainly restored 
uplands along a drainage ditch. 
There is deer, and pheasant hunting 
available.

Shellrock Wildlife Management Area
This is a 126-acre area mostly upland, 
with an old river oxbow. Visitors can 
enjoy deer, turkey, pheasant and 
waterfowl hunting.

Silver Lake Access
This access has a pit toilet, fishing jetty, 
dock and concrete boat ramp for the 
lake.

Silver Lake Park
Silver Lake Park located on the north 
shore of Silver Lake. There is a small 
campground with eight sites located in 
the park. 

Silver Lake WMA
This is a 25-acre prairie pothole 
surrounded by oak timber consisting 
mainly of the natural pond and is 
surrounded by mature oak trees.

Stimes Woods
This is a 165-acre area consisting of oak 
timber with heavy underbrush, some 
uplands, and a few seasonal wetlands. 
The area offers good deer, turkey, 
pheasant and rabbit hunting.

Storre Wildlife Management Area
This area is a four-acre access only for 
the Winnebago River.
 

Sydney Swensrud WMA
This is a river access near the state line 
on the Shellrock River. It is a great place 
to observe/photograph the spring bird 
migrations.

Tostenson Wildlife Refuge
This is a three-acre tree and shrub 
planting bordered by a small stream 
on the east. Hunting and entry is 
prohibited.

Turkeyfoot Prairie
This 137-acre area is mostly prairie with 
one wetland and a small stream. It 
offers good deer, turkey, pheasant and 
waterfowl hunting opportunities. 

Turvold Woods
This is a 40-acre area made up of 
mature oak and walnut timber. It is 
a good place for deer and turkey 
hunting and an excellent area for bird 
watching.  

Wally’s Woods
A 73-acre area mainly a river bottom 
timber with some uplands overlooking 
the Winnebago River. It provides 
deer, turkey and pheasant hunting 
opportunities. It is also a good place to 
view the spring bird migrations.

Willow Creek Wildlife Management 
Area
This is a 515-acre area that is mainly 
restored uplands with a few seasonal 
wetlands. This area provides deer, 
pheasant and waterfowl hunting.

Woodduck Hollow
Woodduck Hollow is a 30-acre wildlife 
area. The uplands have been seeded 
to native prairie grasses and forbs, 
seeding was completed in the fall of 
2009. There is a small amount of oak 
timber on the property. 

Worth County Lake
Worth County Lake is a day-use park 
that used to be a sand pit. There is a 
large picnic shelter with a covered grill 
and a children’s play area. There is also 
a volleyball court and horseshoe pits.

COUNTY PARKS
WORTH COUNTY



The Winnebago County Conservation 
Board (WCCB) is in North Central Iowa 
along the Minnesota border. WCCB 
manages 30 parks, trails, and wildlife 
areas; all-encompassing 3,500+ acres.
www.mycountyparks.com/County/
Winnebago/Parks.aspx

WINNEBAGO COUNTY CONSERVATION
34496 110th Ave. 
Forest City, IA 50436
641-565-3390 or 888-841-8580
www.winnebagoccb.com 

Ambroson Recreation Area
Formerly a rest area, this multi-use 
complex now contains a mixture of 
uplands and wetlands, providing 
excellent wildlife habitats. Located 
along the Winnebago River and 
containing 21 acres of ponds, this 
area is especially popular for fishing. 
Fish include northern pike, largemouth 
bass, catfish, and bluegills. The area 
also serves as an access point for the 
Winnebago River Water Trail.

C.A. Block Wildlife Area 
This area consists of restored prairie 
uplands and wetlands, as well as 
Winnebago River bottoms. It is popular 
with hunters seeking waterfowl, upland 
birds, deer, and wild turkey.

Dahle Park
Located along the Winnebago 
River, Dahle Park offers good fishing 
opportunities, especially for northern 
pike, in the river and adjacent ponds. 

Florence Recreation Area and Trap 
Shooting Range
With a renovated three-acre spring-
fed fishing pond, Florence provides 
anglers with opportunities to catch 
bluegills, largemouth bass and catfish. 
Ice fishing is included. A restored 
prairie is popular with pheasant hunters 
and trap shooters. 

Grant Wildlife Area
This wooded area contains a mix 
of cottonwoods, willows, and red 
cedars. This is a popular spot for deer 
and squirrel hunting. A foot trail also 
meanders through the area.

Gruis Recreation Area
This area contains a nine-hole public 
golf course complete with a driving 
range and clubhouse. Some restricted 
upland hunting is allowed in the area. 
The area also has a small pond for 
fishing. 

Hagen Prairie
Native prairie containing over 70 
varieties of wildflowers and grasses. 
Seed harvesting is prohibited. Although 
small, this tiny prairie offers great 
upland hunting opportunities.

Hanson Trail
This asphalt trail loops along Highway 
9 and 340th St. from Forest City to 
Pilot Knob State Park. It is popular 
with bicyclists, walkers, joggers and 
rollerbladers. Visitors can use the trail 
for cross-country skiing in the winter. 
No motorized vehicles are permitted 
year-round.

Hogsback Wildlife Area and Target 
Shooting Range
This area contains a mixed oak forest, 
as well as a nice mixture of woodland 
wildflowers and native grasses. The 
timbered areas are especially popular 
with deer, squirrel and turkey hunters. 

Jack Rabbit Slough
This area, purchased with grants from 
Pheasants Forever and the North 
American Wetland Conservation 
Act, contains restored wetlands and 
uplands. Hunters can enjoy hunting 
waterfowl, pheasants and deer.

Jensen/Kvale Tract
This tract contains restored prairie 
and wetlands, as well as a five-acre 
woodlot. A winter-cover food plot 
usually is planted on the west side of 
the river. 

Lande River Conservation Area
Set in a natural floodplain of the 
Winnebago River, this area contains 
natural and restored wetlands, uplands 
and fishing ponds. It also provides easy 
access to the Winnebago River Water 
Trail. This area is also used for deer, 
squirrel, waterfowl and turkey hunting. 

Larsen-Tweed Wildlife Area
In an oak-savanna setting, this wildlife 
area consists of native and restored 
prairies, as well as wetlands, and is 
popular with deer and turkey hunters. 

Lenze McCoy Wildlife Area
This area includes 190 acres of 
restored prairie, wetlands and mixed 
timber. It also features good hunting 
opportunities for deer, turkeys, 
pheasants, rabbits and squirrels.  

Linden Township Cemetery
This small cemetery is a true “pioneer 
cemetery,” providing the final resting 
places of some of Winnebago 
County’s first residents. The WWCB took 
on the cemetery’s responsibility after 
“discovering” the area was also an 
excellent example of a virgin prairie, 
containing an abundance of native 
grasses and wildflowers.

Luke Rossiter Wildlife Area
This area contains both native and 
restored wetlands and prairies, making 
it a great hunting location. It is also a 
good area to see summer wildflowers.

Nieman Wildlife Area
This area is comprised of natural 
wetlands, prairies, oak and willow 
woodlands. This area is popular with 
waterfowl, deer, and turkey hunters.

Osmundson Slough
This scenic area contains eleven 
natural and restored wetlands, as 
well as native prairie and restored 
uplands. The mix of habitat makes for 
excellent waterfowl, pheasant and 
deer hunting. 

Quam Wildlife Area
This area contains a restored prairie 
and wetlands, as well as winter-cover 
food plots. It is popular with upland 
bird and waterfowl hunters. 

Rauk-Rasmussen Tract
There is a restored prairie, as well as 
wetlands and some timber along the 
Winnebago River. This area is popular 
with waterfowl, upland bird and deer 
hunters.  

Russ Wildlife Area
The Russ Area is a fine example of 
past glacial activity in North Central 
Iowa, containing a 40-acre marsh 
surrounded by rolling hills. 

Thompson Roadside Prairie
Formerly a rest area, this small parcel 
of land is now a restored prairie area 
and a Living Roadway Trust Fund 
“Gateway Project.”

Thorpe Park
This contains a wetland that is popular 
with waterfowl hunters in the fall, 
and 15-acre Lake Catherine, which 
provides a quiet fishing spot year-
round. The park includes a rental 
cabin along the lake and campsites, 
providing an excellent getaway as 
well! There is no deer or turkey hunting 
allowed in Thorpe Park. 

Thorpe Recreation Area
Lying adjacent to Thorpe Park, this 
area also contains an extensive oak-
hickory savanna, an upland prairie 
and a 30-acre wetland. 

Walker Prairie
It contains a wonderful mix of wildlife 
habitat, including a small wetland, 
restored prairie, and some mature 
hardwood trees. Public archery 
hunting is allowed in this area.

Winnebago County Home Farm
Gifted to Winnebago County in the 
1930’s, the farm is now enrolled in the 
Wetland Reserve Program. Its rolling 
hills have been restored to prairie and 
its bottomlands now contain wetlands. 

Winnebago River Recreation Area
This area provides access to the 
Winnebago River, and also contains a 
natural marsh and an upland timber 
area. 

Winnebago River Water Trail
This is one of Iowa’s newest designated 
water trails. Boat at Dahle Park, the 
Lande River Conservation Area, or the 
Ambroson Recreation Area and enjoy 
a leisurely float down the Winnebago 
river. 

COUNTY PARKS
WINNEBAGO COUNTY
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WINNEBAGO
COUNTY
FOREST CITY
BOMAN PARK is located on John 
K. Hanson Drive across from the 
Waldorf College football field. Its 
facilities include a basketball net, 
sand volleyball courts, tennis courts, 
two benches and picnic tables, 
handicapped accessible walkways 
and public restrooms.
CLARK PARK is located on Clark Street, 
across from Winnebago County 
Courthouse, Clark Park includes two 
picnic tables and benches, as well as 
handicapped accessible walkways.
EASTWOODS (CLARK WOODS) PARK 
has an entrance on East J Street (south 
side.) Follow a trail approximately 
½ mile. This park includes a shelter 
house with water, electricity, 3-15’ 
picnic tables, fireplace, playground 
equipment and a restroom.
FOUNDERS PARK can be found on 
Secor Avenue and Highway 69. It 
features one picnic table and a grass 
area for picnics and play.
MERRICK PARK is located on Park 
Street, Merrick Park’s facilities include 
one small slide, one large slide, one 
large climbing apparatus, one spring 
animal, two swing sets, two benches 
and two picnic tables. The park also 
is home to a shelter house with picnic 
tables and a kitchen area. 
PAMMEL PARK is in the heart of Forest 
City, just east of Highway 69. Entrances 
are located off Highway 69 and 
East J Street. Facilities include two 
lighted baseball/softball diamonds, 
playground equipment, bike and 
walking trail, Winnebago River water 
trail, low impact canoe/kayak access, 
Lions Club memorial shelter, butterfly 
garden, camping area, dump station, 
disc golf course and public restrooms. 
Bikes are also available in downtown 
Forest City and Waldorf University. 
ROTARY - WESTGATE PARK
Rotary Park is a neighborhood park 
located in the Westgate housing 
subdivision. The entrance is off 

Westwood Court and Westgate 
Drive. Facilities include playground 
equipment and several benches, as 
well as a gazebo and basketball court.
SUNSHINE PARK can be found at 
the north end of Gilbert Street in a 
residential area. Facilities include 
a “Tot Lot” with a playground unit, 
gazebo, playhouse, and swing set.
THOMAS BEARSE PARK can be 
accessed at the entrance off East 
J Street (north side), next to the 
Winnebago River and across from the 
entrance to Eastwoods Park. Facilities 
include a small parking area, gazebo, 
sign commemorating Thomas Bearse 
as the first settler of Winnebago County 
and picnic tables.
WOODLAND PARK is a neighborhood 
park located in the Woodland Housing 
Subdivision featuring a swing, log roll, 
two picnic tables and benches. The 
park also has a play unit equipped 
with three slides.

LAKE MILLS
BANDSHELL PARK: Shelterhouse, disc 
golf course
ELEVATOR PARK: Ball field, play unit, 
shelter house and basketball court.
KRUGGLE PARK: Shelter house, play 
equipment
LAKE MILLS SPORTS COMPLEX: features 
a shelter house, restroom facility, three 
ball diamonds, play equipment, two 
playhouses, walking/bicycle path 
around the play equipment and 
lighted trail to the park.
LIONS PARK: Shelter house, play 
equipment
OAKWOOD PARK This park includes 
shelter houses, restroom facility, play 
equipment for small children and 
a play unit for older kids, two tennis 
courts, two pickleball courts, skate 
park, sand volleyball court and disc 
golf course location.  The Aquatic 
Center is also in the park.

BUFFALO CENTER CITY PARK
This area offers some playground 
equipment and a gazebo to rest or 
picnic in.

LIONS PARK - BUFFALO CENTER
Located on 2nd St. NE, Lion’s Park 
offers playground equipment, shelter 
houses, a public swimming pool and 
tennis and basketball courts. The park 
also features a ball diamond with 
bleachers and a concession stand.

RAKE CITY PARK
The city park offers a playground set 
and shelter house.

SWENSON PARK - RAKE
Rake also offers a small area on North 
Main Street between two buildings 
with a place for picnics or just take a 
break while out and about.

SCARVILLE CITY PARK
On Main Street, this .82 acre area 
houses the city’s firehouse, shelter 
house and playground equipment.

NOLTON PARK – THOMPSON
Located at the corner of Harrison 
Street and 3rd Ave., Nolton Park is the 
home of the Thompson Public Pool. 
It also has playground equipment, a 
shelter house and a basketball court. 
Camping is allowed on the north side 
of the park.

OTTO NOLTE PARK - LELAND
Located between B Street and C 
Street and 4th Ave. and 5th Ave., Otto 
Nolte Park includes a shelter house, 
playground equipment and a ball 
diamond. It is a great place to stop for 
a little fun.

WORTH COUNTY
GRAFTON CITY PARK
Located along 6th Avenue, there 
is a shelter house with a fireplace, 
playground equipment and a wading 
pool. Across the street, you will find a 
lighted ball diamond, basketball court 
and sand volleyball courts.

HANLONTOWN CITY PARK
This park is a destination for families 
with young children. Facilities include 
playground equipment, shelter house 
and adult outdoor fitness equipment.

MANLY
BOSWORTH PARK has three shelters and 
playground equipment are available.  
Bosworth Park is adjacent to the Manly  
Aquatic Center.
MACER DUNN SPORTS COMPLEX has 
three ball diamonds provide space for 
many tournaments.
MANLY CITY PARK is located in the 
heart of downtown next to City 
Hall with a gazebo is used for a few 
minutes of rest or for a small picnic.

JOICE CITY PARK
Playground equipment and a shelter 
house are located across the street 
from the library.

WILLIAM RHODES ISLAND PARK - FERTILE
Adjacent to the Winnebago River, the 
park offers fishing, photo opportunities 
and canoe access. A footbridge is 
connected to the park.

NORTHWOOD
CENTRAL PARK is located on Central 
Avenue with a basketball court and 
picnic area.
SWENSRUD PARK is one block 
south of Main Street. There are ball 
diamonds, volleyball court, shelter 
house, gazebo/band shell, restrooms, 
fishing, disc golf course, swimming 
pool and playground. The Northwood 
Community Pool is located here too.
WOODLAND PARK is located in the 
north part of town. The park offers a 
shelter house and play ground.

CITY PARKS
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WINNEBAGO 
COUNTY
BUFFALO CENTER
BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH
201 4th St. NE • 641-562-2552
www.bethlehemlutheranbc.com

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
15 3rd Ave. NE • 641-562-2197

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
201 2nd St. NW • 641-562-2601

FIRST REFORMED CHURCH
401 1st St. SW • 641-562-2317
www.firstreformedbc.org

ST. PATRICK’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
115 5th Ave. NW • 641-562-2620
www.stpatrickschurch.org
www.archangelscc.org

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
215 1st St. NW • 641-562-2251

FOREST CITY
CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
636 N Best St. • 641-585-2576
www.cbcforestcity.org

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
18508 Highway 9 E • 641-585-4171
www.fbcforestcity.org

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
316 N 6th St. • 641-585-4852
www.pilgrimspraise.com

FOREST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 
CHURCH
546 W M St. • 641-585-5020
evangelicallutheransynod.org

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
246 S Clark St. • 641-585-3152
www.immanuelfamily.com

PILOT KNOB LUTHERAN CHURCH
2391 330th St. • 641-581-3070
www.pilotknob.org

SPRINGS OF LIFE FOUR SQUARE CHURCH
915 Highway 69 S • 641-585-3935
www.foursquare.org 

ST. JAMES CATHOLIC CHURCH
906 W O St. • 641-585-4856
www.archangelscc.org

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
305 S Clark St. • 641-585-3281

LELAND
CENTER LUTERAN CHURCH
19266 440th St.

OUR SAVIORS LUTHERAN CHURCH
113 5th Ave. E, PO Box 10
641-567-3331 

WEST PRAIRIE LUTHERAN CHURCH
40041 150th Ave. • 641-567-3733
www.westprairiechurch.com

LAKE MILLS
ASBURY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
107 E Main St. • 641-592-1106

SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH
401 S Lake St. • 641-592-1771
www.salemlakemills.com

ST. PATRICK’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
406 S Grant St. • 641-592-0022
www.archangelscc.org

SYNOD LUTHERAN CHURCH
107 N 1st Ave. E • 641-592-2092

WINNEBAGO LUTHERAN CHURCH
40029 210th Ave. • 641-592-3550
oneinchristlutheranparish.org/
winnebago

WORD OF FAITH DOMINION CHURCH
45005 210th Ave. • 641-592-7150
wfdchurch.com

RAKE
ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH
107 W Florence St., PO Box 168
641-566-3535

SCARVILLE
BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
15722 490th St. • 641-568-3682

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
105 E 3rd St. • 641-568-3666
oneinchristlutheranparish.org/
immanuel

SCARVILLE SYNOD LUTHERAN CHURCH
411 Logan St. • 641-568-3372
www.christiswithus.com

THOMPSON
BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH
183 2nd Ave. E • 641-584-2535

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
10681 500th St. • 641-584-2743

ZION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
226 Monroe St. • 641-584-2002

WORTH COUNTY
BOLAN
BETHEL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
4214 Tulip Lane, Kensett
641-845-2402
www.bethel-trinity.com/trinity-bolan-
ia.html

FERTILE
CHURCH OF CHRIST
3493 Eagle Ave. • 641-797-2784
www.fertilecofc.com

FERTILE LUTHERAN CHURCH
602 W Washington • 641-797-2767
www.fertilelutheranchurch.org

GRAFTON
EMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
308 4th Ave. • 641-748-2736
www.emmanuelgrafton.org

HANLONTOWN
GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
302 East 4th St., PO Box 17
641-896-2311
www.hopeunitedparish.com

JOICE
BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH
201 Franke St. • 641-588-3366
oneinchristlutheranparish.org/bethany

BETHEL LUTHERAN BRETHREN CHURCH
3906 Bluebill Ave. • 641-588-3460
www.joicebethel.org

KENSETT
BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH
600 5th St. • 641-845-2363

ELK CREEK LUTHERAN CHURCH
4108 Kildeer Ave. • 641-845-2386

MANLY
BETHEL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
503 E S St. • 641-454-2427
www.bethel-trinity.combethel-manly-
ia.html

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH
428 W Walnut St. • 641-454-2611
www.hopeunitedparish.com

NEW BETHEL BAPTIST CHURCH
814 N Grant St. • 641-454-2877

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC CHURCH
412 N Broadway St. • 641-454-2586

NORTHWOOD
DEER CREEK LUTHERAN CHURCH
PO Box 161, Carpenter
641-324-2430

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
309 9th St. N • 641-324-2984
www.flcnorthwood.org

FIRST SHELL ROCK LUTHERAN CHURCH
1412 Central Ave. • 641-324-9869
fivepointparish.com/five-
congregations/first-shell-rock

PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
902 2nd Ave. N • 641-324-1782

SILVER LAKE LUTHERAN CHURCH
705 Silver Lake Road • 641-293-5556
oneinchristlutheranparish.org/silver-
lake

SION LUTHERAN CHURCH
4525 Finch Ave., Lake Mills
641-592-8892

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
1000 1st Ave. North • 641-324-1557
www.umc.org/en/find-a-church/
church/?id=51902

WORSHIP
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EVENT CENTERS
AMERICAN LEGION POST 121 
(Capacity 75)
115 S Clark St., Forest City
Dennis Zehren, 641-590-0611

AMERICAN LEGION POST 110
(Capacity 75) 
110 E Elmore St., Manly 
Dave Haugen, 641-590-2128
Mark Tomilinson, 641-430-3607
Scott Cooper, 641-512-7505

BEAR CREEK GOLF COURSE
145 S Golf Course Road, Forest City
641-585-1353

• North Side Occupancy = 80
• South Side Occupancy = 30
• Adjacent kitchen and bar

BEEHIVE BALLROOM, THE 
(Capacity 100)
826 Central Ave., Northwood
641-324-9899

BOMAN FINE ARTS CENTER
225 John K Hanson Drive, Forest City
641-585-2020

• 630-seat theatre 
• Main floor capacity of 250

COUNTRY INN & SUITES (Capacity 100)
711 Diamond Jo Lane, Northwood
641-323-7000

COUNTRY VIEW ACRES (Capacity 500)
628 430th St., Joice
641-590-5960
www.countryviewacres.com

DIAMOND OAK EVENTS CENTER
• Standing Room = 750
• Theatre style seating = 516
• Banquet seating = 350

FARM GIRL WEDDINGS (Capacity 150)
23478 375th St., Forest City
641-512-8710   
www.iowafarmgirlweddings.com

GOOD SAMARITAN SOCIETY
606 S 7th St., Forest City
Activity Dept., 641-585-2232

• Many room sizes available

HERTIAGE PARK OF NORTH IOWA 
(CHURCH; CAPACITY 200)
1225 Highway 69 S, Forest City
Dawn Arispe, 641-596-0529

HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS (Capacity 30)
4712 Wheelerwood Road, Northwood
641-323-7500

LANTERNS & LACE (Capacity 300)
3584 Orchid Ave., Manly
641-420-1074

LAZY ACRE VINEYARD (Capacity 50)
4776 Bluebill Ave., Lake Mills
641-592-LAZY
www.lazyacrevineyard.com 

MAJOPA (Capactiy 75)
905 Highway 69 S, Forest City
641-585-3050

SENIOR COMMUNITY CENTER 
(Capacity 200)
124 N 7th St., Forest City
641-585-2517

• Adjacent kitchen

THE TIMBERS EVENT CENTER 
(Capacity 400)
512 Central Ave., Northwood
641-381-0114

NSB COMMUNITY ROOM 
(CAPACITY 165)
101 Highway 69, Forest City
641-585-3247

• Kitchen Facilities included

WALDORF UNIVERSITY
106 S 6th St., Forest City
641-585-2450

• Atrium = 300
• Waldorf Ballroom = 150
• Gazebo area near pond =150
• Anna Marie Michel Room = 25
• Library Classrooms = 100

Summer time:
• Dorms, classrooms, game room
• Gatsby’s Grill = 150
• Campus Center Lounge = 50
• Recital Hall = 200
• Science Auditorium “Big Pit” = 300

WINAN CREEK BARN (Capacity 330)
708 342nd St., Hanlontown
641-529-2520
winancreekbarn.com

WINNEBAGO INDUSTRIES ACTIVITY 
COMPLEX & RALLY GROUNDS
Forest City 
641-585-6464

• FRIENDSHIP HALL (CAPACITY 450)
• Adjacent kitchen

• RIVER OAKS
• Dining room = 78
• Lower Level = 30
• Adjacent kitchen and bar

• RALLY GROUNDS
• 87 acres with 1,300 

campsites and electric 
hookups, along with fixed 
stage and permanent 
bleacher seating for 3,000 

• Onsite catering food service 
is also available

YMCA
916 W I St., Forest City
Bruce Mielke, 641-585-5220

• Conference Room = 8-10
• Multi Purpose Room (Kitchen, TV, 

Table and Chairs) = 125

COMMUNITY 
CENTERS
BOLAN SCHOOLHOUSE
4211 Tulip Lane, Kensett 
Lori Willert, 641-845-2577

FERTILE COMMUNITY CENTER 
3494 Eagle Ave., PO Box 161 
641-797-2121

GRAFTON COMMUNITY CENTER 
202 6th Ave. 
641-748-2970

HANLONTOWN COMMUNITY CENTER 
214 Main St., PO Box 5 
641-896-3570

HELGESON TRUMAN CIVIC CENTER 
227 W Main, Lake Mills
641-592-9841 

HERITAGE TOWN CENTER 
201 2nd Ave. SW, Buffalo Center 
641-562-2505 
www.heritagetowncenter.com

JOHN R. SAXERUD MEMORIAL 
CONFERENCE ROOM 
216 W Main, Lake Mills
641-592-6455 
Located above The Mills Theatre

JOICE COMMUNITY CENTER
106 Main St.
641-588-3017

KENSETT COMMUNITY CENTER
300 Willow St.
641-845-2900

LELAND COMMUNITY CENTER 
316 Walnut St. 
641-567-3330

LELAND VFW 
216 W Broadway 
641-567-3106

MANLY COMMUNITY CENTER
106 Broadway St. S
641-454-3090

NORTHWOOD COMMUNITY CENTER
827 Central Ave.
641-381-0086

OLE’S OFFICE SPACE 
205 S Mill, Lake Mills
641-592-1600

RAKE COMMUNITY CENTER 
101 E Grace St. 
641-566-3735

SCARVILLE COMMUNITY CENTER 
121 Main St. 
641-568-3110

THOMPSON COMMUNITY CENTER
102 Jackson St.
641-381-0086

VENUESVENUES
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Today, Buffalo Center is a thriving 
town of about 1,000 people. It has a 
museum, several new businesses, a 
growing K-12 consolidated school and 
large, new community center. Buffalo 
Center has various establishments 
which contribute to its resident’s 
quality of life. The town has several 
small parks and one large one, 
including a playground, tennis courts, 
shelter houses and a ball diamond 
with bleachers and a concession 
stand. The large park is also right next 
to the Buffalo Center Swimming Pool 
where residents go to escape the 
summer heat. The pool has diving 
boards, concession stands and a 
baby pool. 

A Wellness Center is attached to 
the North Iowa Community School 
that is open 24/7 to support student 
and community wellness. Annual 
memberships for unlimited use of the 
equipment and facility are available. It 
has a walking track, weight and cardio 
equipment and a basketball court. 

The Buffalo Center Public Library is 
located on Main Street, and provides 
print and digital materials, computer 
use, study space, and reading 
programs. 
 
Buffalo Center is represented by their 
Bison mascot, who travels to various 
towns in the summer to participate 
in parades and other festivities. As a 
symbol for the town, a bison stands 
proud for photographs all year long 
in front of the Timely Mission Nursing 
Home.

For events such as birthday parties, 
reunions and graduations, the 
Heritage Town Center can be 
reserved. The space was opened in 
2011 and includes a large banquet 
hall, small meeting room, large 
kitchen and offices for the city clerk. 
The Heritage Museum is in this same 
building and offers a new exhibit 
every year. Past displays have 
included wedding dresses, medical/
dentist history, aerial photos, military 
uniforms, and farm implements.

BUFFALOBUFFALO
CENTERCENTER

Located seven miles south of the 
Minnesota border, Buffalo Center 
was named for its location, which was 
midway between the north and south 
forks of Buffalo Creek. While the town 
was originally built south of its present 
site, it had to be moved north when the 
Chicago and Iowa Western Railroad 
set up lines in northern Iowa. The town 

was platted in 1892 on mostly swampy 
ground, which was later dredged 
and tiled. One of the original settlers, 
Howard Pomeroy, mowed through his 
wheat fields to show where the streets 
would be, and it wasn’t long before a 
hardware store and a blacksmith shop 
opened on those same streets. 

The town’s businesses and residents 
proved to be hardy as they survived 
fires, tornadoes, and several blizzards 
including the Armistice Day storm of 
Nov. 11, 1940, a winter storm which cut 
a 1,000-mile-wide swath through the 
middle of the country from Kansas to 
Michigan. Faith, hope and rebuilding 
resulted in a constant variety of 
businesses on Buffalo Center’s Main 
Street. 
 
Through the fight with nature, Buffalo 
Center’s schools have always 
flourished. On Aug. 23, 1897, the town 
became the first school west of the 
Mississippi River to be consolidated, 
and it is believed to be the second 
one in the nation. 
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CITY HALL/HERITAGE TOWN CENTER
201 2nd Ave. SW, PO Box 430
641-562-2505
Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 12 p.m. & 1-4 p.m.
www.buffalocenteriowa.com

NORTH IOWA BETTERMENT
641-562-2222
www.northiowabetterment.com

BISON SENIOR CENTER
206 N Main St.
641-562-2495

BUFFALO CENTER LIBRARY
113 1st St. NW
641-562-2546
Monday, Thursday, Friday 1 - 5 p.m.;
Tuesday, Saturday 9:30 a.m. - Noon; 
Wednesday 1 - 6 p.m.

UNITED STATES POST OFFICE
15 2nd Ave. NE
641-562-2343
Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
  & 1:30 - 4 p.m.; 
Saturday 8 - 10:30 a.m.

BUFFALO CENTER
RESIDENT INFORMATION

COMMUNITY INFORMATION
American Legion Auxiliary  641-565-3736
American Legion Post 21  641-562-2175
Athletic Boosters  641-562-2037
Bison LTD  641-562-2353
B.C. Development Corporation  641-562-2124
B.C. Historical Society  641-562-2546
Buffalo Center Pool  215 5th Ave. NE 641-562-2796
Center Stage Players  641-562-2649
Christian Women’s Club  641-566-3727
Congregate Meals  641-562-2360
Grant Gleaners 4-H Club  641-561-2037 
  641-561-2457
Mill Road Apartments 202 N Mill Road 515-538-0292
Music Boosters  641-561-2463
North Iowa Food Pantry  641-562-2021
North Iowa Ministerial Association  641-590-1901

UTILITIES
Electricity  Alliant Energy  800-255-4268
Phone, Cable, Internet  WCTA 641-592-6105
Phone, Cable, Internet  Mediacom  866-550-8636
Water/Sewer/Garbage/Recycling  City of B.C. 641-562-2505

Buffalo Center, IA
Lake Mills, IA

Britt,  IA
Lakota, IA

Bricelyn, MN

www.ftsbbank.bank

BUFFALO CENTER
A COMPLETE LIST OF BUSINESSES
Ag Performance 
710 N Main St. 
641-562-2370

Alph’s Plumbing & Electric
220 N Main St.
641-562-2011

Bank Agency 
102 N Main St. 
641-562-2275

BC Repair 
101 1st Ave. NW 
641-562-2580

Beenken Construction
5464 470th St.
641-566-3854

Berggren Seeds 
1425 Highway 9 
641-562-2306

Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church
201 4th St. NE 
641-562-2552

Bison Graphics & Awards
124 N Main St.  
866-562-2910

Bison Laserwash 
214 1st Ave. NE 
641-562-2347

Body Works LLC, The 
1940 Highway 9 
641-562-2180

Boeckholt Repair 
15 1st Ave. NW 
641-562-2231

Boeckholt’s Cottages
302 2nd St. SW
641-562-2221

Buckets Bar & Grill 
309 5th Ave. SW 
641-562-2677

Buffalo Center 
Chiropractic Clinic 
116 N Main St. 
641-562-2020

Buffalo Lanes 
120 1st St. NW 
641-562-2611

Buffalo Seed Center 
16 1st Ave. NE 
641-562-2126

Casey’s Carry Out Pizza
101 1st Ave. NE 
641-562-2334

Central States Agency
125 N Main St. 
641-562-2353

Creative Quilting 
16 2nd Ave. NE 
515-341-0046

Devries Lumber 
Company INC.
624 N Main St. 
641-562-2161

Dollar General Store 
1840 Highway 9 
641-562-2099

Emporium Furniture & 
Mattress 
212 N Main St. 
641-562-2929

Exit Realty 
201 N Main St. 
641-562-2977

Farmers Coop 
222 N Main St.
641-585-2814

Farmers Trust & Savings 
Bank 
101 N Main St. 
641-562-2696

First Baptist Church 
15 3rd Ave. NE 
641-562-2197

First Congregational 
Church 
201 2nd St. NW 
641-562-2601

First Reformed Church
401 1st St. SW 
641-562-2317

Frerichs Construction 
306 S Main St. 
641-562-2974

Fringe Salon, The  
313 2nd Ave. SW 
641-562-2022

Gray Horse Gallery & 
Studio
102 N Main St.
912-322-7432

Gruis Recreation Area
2724 360th St. 
641-926-5393

H&S Auto 
201 1st Ave. NE 
641-562-2515

Hair Plus 
112 4th St. NE 
641-562-2530

Hallberg Auction 
2409 Highway 9 
800-373-2255

Hassebroek Refrigeration
619 N Main St.
641-562-2592

BUFFALO CENTER TRIBUNE
124 N Main St.
641-562-2606
www.thebuffalocentertribune.com

NORTH IOWA COMMUNITY SCHOOL 
111 3rd Ave. NW 
641-562-2525
www.northiowa.org

LITTLE BISON DAYCARE 
404 2nd St. NW
641-562-2950

BUFFALO CENTER AMBULANCE
314 1st Ave. NW
641-562-2541

BUFFALO CENTER FIRE DEPARTMENT
310 1st Ave. NW
641-562-2080
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Hofbauer Seeds 
1934 Highway 9 
515-538-0239

Hofbauer’s II Floral & Gift
100 1st Ave. NW 
641-562-2767

Jamie Lynn Photography
415 1st Ave. NW 
641-590-6368

Johnson Dental 
11 2nd Ave. NW 
641-562-2969

KC Nielsen Limited LTD
715 1st Ave. NE 
641-562-2228

Kiewiet Tiling 
120 6th Ave. SW 
641-562-2706

Langfald Construction, 
LLC 
410 N Mill Road 
641-590-2357

Larson Electric & Supply
3060 450th St. 
641-561-2120

LB Transport 
615 1st Ave. NE 
641-562-2048

Logan’s Concrete & 
Construction 
415 2nd St. SW
641-562-2479

Main Street Market 
209 N Main St. 
641-562-2363

Mainstreet Tanning 
124 N Main St. 
641-562-2910

Martinson Electric 
302 4th St. NE 
641-562-2806

Mercy Family Clinic 
115 N Main St. 
641-562-2424

Mid Continent Auction
2409 Highway 9 
641-562-2931

MJ Embroidery 
124 N Main St. 
641-562-2154

Minniowa Distributing 
615 1st Ave. NE 
641-562-2162

Murra Hardware 
204 N Main St. 
641-562-2797

Next Generation 
Technologies, LLC
205 N Main St. 
641-562-2226

North Iowa Cars
101 1st Ave. NW 
641-562-2029

North Iowa Physical 
Therapy 
119 N Main St. 
641-562-2100

Oakcrest Funeral Service
414 1st St. NW 
641-562-2858

Old Fire Liquor 
113 1st St. NW 
641-562-2070

Old Glory Farm 
115 6th Ave. SW 
641-562-2198

Potter and Duer Attorneys
11 2nd Ave. NE
641-562-2045

Rusty Rose, The 
224 N Main St. 
641-745-5667

Simply U Salon 
215 N Main St. 
641-562-2002

Special Looks 
102 N Main St. 
641-562-2590

St. Patrick’s Catholic 
Church 
115 5th Ave. NW 
641-562-2620

Stateline Coop Elevator
115 S Main St. 
641-562-2404

Stateline Fertilizer Plant
3413 Highway 9 
641-561-2440

Swine Vet Center
106 1st St. NW 
507-934-3970

Timely Mission Nursing 
Home 
109 Mission Drive 
641-562-2494

Tin Lily, The 
219 N Main St. 
641-745-5667

United Methodist Church
215 1st St. NW 
641-562-2251

Weaver’s Leather Store 
INC. 
112 N Main St. 
641-562-2992

WinnKo LCC  
215 1st Ave. NE
515-341-3361

Winter Dental 
101 4th St. NW 
641-562-2297

Yards Apart Landscaping
613 1st Ave. NE
641-590-1491

www.mbtbank.bank | Member FDIC
1-800-842-5630
WITH LOCATIONS IN:

Clear Lake | Forest City | Lake Mills
 

Austin | Blooming Prairie | Hayfield
Dodge Center | Mantorville | Rochester

OPEN TO DOOR TO
ENDLESS POSSIBILITIES

Whether you are
looking to buy your
first home, open a
business, open your
child's first savings
account, or preparing
for retirement, we'll
be there to help you
every step of the way.

Where will you go with MBT?
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which is enjoyed by thousands 
today as Pilot Knob State Park. 
Great strides continued in 1960 
when local investors, headed by 
John K. Hanson and Elliot Cooper, 
took over a failing out-of-town 
travel trailer factory and made it 
into Winnebago Industries-today’s 
leader in worldwide RV motor 
home manufacturing. Winnebago 
Industries offers free factory tours 
Monday through Friday. Those 
interested should call 641-585-
6936 to make a reservation. Last, 
but not least, what began as 
a physics project in the Forest 
City Community Schools, a wind 
turbine was added to their facilities 
in the fall of 1998, which generated 
savings for the schools, cranking 
green power to the classroom and 
community. 

If there were a book title for 
this Winnebago and Hancock 
Counties town, it would be: “Forest 
City - A Place to Grow...families, 
education, government, industry 
and productive farm fields.” 
Welcome to our community, where 
roots run deep to grow the future.

Although Forest City is the County 
Seat for Winnebago County, it is 
also uniquely situated within the 
two counties of Winnebago and 
Hancock.

Forest City offers a wide range of 
activities during your stay. In the 
warmer months, enjoy 15 miles 
of bike trails, nine parks, 26 miles 
of canoeing on the Winnebago 
River, a 21-basket disc golf course, 
an 18-hole golf course, three 
campgrounds, an aquatic center 
and many more activities. During 
your stay, don’t miss a tour of 
Waldorf University, the Winnebago 
industrial tour or the Heritage Park of 
North Iowa tour which boasts many 
exhibits of our local agricultural and 
transportation history.

For business or lifestyle, Forest City 
is a desirable location. Located 
along the Winnebago River, we are 
conveniently located two hours 
south of Minneapolis and two hours 
north of Des Moines. This offers the 
community members a quick 
commute to visit the “big city” and 
offers us the advantage of drawing 
thousands every year to our large 
venues that host events such as the 
Country Thunder Music Festival. 

Community members enjoy 
Forest City because in a growing 
population of 4,151 friendly 
people, it is easy to get connected, 
both professionally and personally. 
Many find that it is easy to make 
a difference by joining the many 
civic clubs and organizations.

FOREST FOREST 
CITYCITY

More than 160 years ago Robert 
Clark, a native of Pennsylvania, 
sought out a better life in the 
westward settling of a new state 
called Iowa- “Land between two 
rivers.” As he traveled from Mason 
City northwest to the new frontier, 
he came to a spot where a river 
flowed, trees were plentiful for 
building and a giant prairie laid 
to the West, which was abundant 
with deer, elk and buffalo—a 
perfect combination. Here Mr. 
Clark, in 1855, set the pin stakes for 
a town called Forest City, which 
was literally carved out of the 
native forest. 

Although the Civil War interrupted 
the growth of Forest City, the 
benefits of the new community 
were attractive to immigrant 
settlers. In 1879, a new rail line 
running between Minneapolis and 
St. Louis brought new faces and 
new languages from Sweden, 
Norway, Germany and Denmark 
to Forest City. In the 1900s, 

Forest City’s history showed the 
progressiveness that continues 
today in the community. New 
schools, banks, churches, the 
formation of Waldorf University and 
the introduction of electricity and 
telephone turned Forest City into a 
county seat town ideal for raising 
families and growing industry. 

Entrepreneurship has always 
thrived in Forest City. A new county 
courthouse was built in 1896, which 
still stands majestic today in the 
center of town. Two large first 
class hotels were built in town, one 
which became, in 1903, what we 
know today as Waldorf University. 

The formation of the Farmer’s 
Cooperative, in 1916, helped 
develop the rich area land base 
which, in 2007, grew the largest 
average county corn yield per 
acre in any county in Iowa. In 
1924, citizens stepped forward to 
preserve the remnants of beauty 
of the Wisconsin Glacial Drift, 
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FOREST CITY
RESIDENT INFORMATION
CITY HALL
105 N Clark St.
641-585-3574
Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
www.cityofforestcity.com

FOREST CITY CHAMBER COMMERCE & VISITOR’S CENTER
106 S 4th St.
641.585.2092
www.forestcityia.com
Monday - Friday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

FOREST CITY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
145 S Clark St.
641-585-5560
www.developforestcityia.com
Monday - Friday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

PUBLIC LIBRARY
115 E L St.
641-585-4542
Monday - Thursday 10 a.m. - 7 p.m.; 
Friday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.; 
Saturday 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
www1.youseemore.com/nilc/forestcitypl

UNITED STATES POST OFFICE
312 N Clark St.
800-275-8777
Monday - Friday 9 - 11 a.m.; Noon - 4:45 p.m.; 
Saturday 9 - 11 a.m.

UTILITIES
Electricity  City of Forest City  641-585-3574
Phone, Cable, Internet  WCTA  641-592-6105
Phone, Cable, Internet  Mediacom  866-550-8636
Water/Sewer/Garbage/Recycling  City of Forest City   641-585-3574

CITY OFFICES 
Forest City Ambulance 105 US-69 S 641-585-4634
Forest City Aquatic Center  525 John K. Hanson Drive 641-585-2650
Forest City Fire Department 107 US-69 S 641-585-4121
Forest City Parks Department 505 Highway 69 S 641-585-5386
Forest City Police Department 525 N 4th St. 641-585-2113
Forest City Recreation Department 146 W L St.  641-585-4860

COMMUNITY SCHOOL
CSD Office (superintendant)  145 Clark St.  641-585-2323
High School  206 W School St. 641-585-2324
Middle School  216 W School St. 641-585-4772
Elementary  1405 W I St. 641-585-2670

WALDORF UNNIVERSITY
Admissions  106 S 6th St.  877-267-2157
Bookstore 106 S 6th St.  641-585-8159
Business Office 106 S 6th St.  641-585-8135
IT Department 106 S 6th St.  641-251-1020
www.waldorf.edu

COMMUNITY INFORMATION
4-H Forest Everreadies Tammy Olsen 641-590-0980
AFS Intercultural Programs Eunice Clouse 641-585-4155
American Cancer Society Steve Lovik 641-585-1480
American Legion Dennis Zehren 641-590-0611
Boy Scouts & Cub Scouts Jim & Cindy Brockhohn 641-585-3032
BrickStreet Theatre Lynnea Frederickson-Smith 641-585-1800
Ducks Unlimited, Inc. Dave Kudej 641-581-3103
FFA Derek Straube 641-585-2324
Fine Arts Patrons Michele Bunger 641-585-2670
Forest City Connect F.C. Chamber 641-585-2092
Forest City Garden Club Paulette Hammer 641-585-1710
Forest City High Sports Boosters Chad Moore 641-585-2324
Forest City Municipal Airport 1842 330th St. 641-581-2880
Forest City Rotary Club Linsey Current 641-585-2092
Girl Scouts April Vogt 319-530-6982
Knights of Columbus Robert Kuefler 641-585-2606
Kum Along Club Kathy Bendickson 641-585-2517
Lions Club Christa Cosgriff 641-585-4542
Meals on Wheels 125 N. 7th St. 641-585-2517
Ministerial Association Pastor Rod Hopp 641-585-3152
Neighborhood Food Bank 215 S. 4th St. 641-585-1360
North Iowa Community Action 135 School St. 641-585-5863
Quest Club Gamers Assn. Zack Infanger 515-357-1057
Winnebago Historical Society Jim Oulman 641-585-4332
Pheasants Forever Todd Farland 641-581-3692

COUNTY OFFICES
Assessor 126 South Clark St. 641-585-2163
Auditor 126 South Clark St. 641-585-3412
Care Connections of North Iowa 215 W 4th St, Spencer, IA 712-264-3945
Clerk of Court 126 South Clark St. 641-585-4520
County Attorney 126 South Clark St. 641-585-0020
Conservation Board 34496 110th Ave 641-565-3390
Emergency Management 216 S Clark St 641-585-1942
Environmental Health Ron Kvale  641-903-9214
Human Services 126 South Clark St. 800-217-6903
Public Health 216 S 4th St. 641-585-4763
Recorder 126 South Clark St. 641-585-2094
Secondary Roads 126 South Clark St. 641-585-2905
Sheriff’s Office 935 Highway 69 N 641-585-2828
Treasurer 126 South Clark St. 641-585-2322
WHW Social Services 126 South Clark St. 641-585-2340
Veterans Affairs 216 S 4th St.  641-585-5736
Zoning Administrator 126 South Clark St. 641-585-0999
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1040 Etc. 
118 N Clark St. 
641-582-3337

4:13 Wood Shop-Custom 
Wood Working 
23964 360th St. 
641-581-2743

3M Distribution Center
806 W Crystal Lake 
Road 
641-585-2700

A&W Restaurant 
1106 Highway 69 N 
641-582-4733

Abels Financial Services
205 S Clark St.
641-585-4099

Advanced Door Systems
605 E J St., Suite 100 
641-585-1900

Aflac Insurance 
Company
35989 Highway 69, Ste C
641-585-1150

American Family 
Insurance
102 N 4th St. 
641-552-4350

Athletico Physical 
Therapy
605 E J St., Suite 200 
641-585-1550

Auke’s Lawn & Pest Inc.
13149 360th St. 
641-581-2365

Ay Jalisco 
208 N Clark St. 
641-582-2245

B & L Detassling Service
110 Knollwood Drive 
641-581-4503

Barth’s Auto Service 
436 W L St. 
641-585-4723

Bear Creek Golf Course
145 Country Club Road
641-383-8822

Bear Creek Outdoors 
3388 Sage Drive 
641-581-2844

Bennett Driveaway 
906 W Crystal Lake Road
641-585-3126

Bob’s Body Shop 
36524 230th Ave. 
641-581-2090

Bomgaars 
616 Highway 9 E 
641-585-4223

Bonnie Willis Studios  
130 N Clark St. 
641-590-4733

Boyken Insurance 
Agency
101 Highway 69 N 
515-928-2085

BrickStreet Theatre, Inc
1305 Highway 69 S 
641-585-1800

Cabin Coffee Company
206 Highway 69 N 
641-585-1776

Callow Construction 
34515 Green Acres Drive
641-581-3595

Casey’s General Store
106 Highway 69 S 
641-582-2288
1132 Highway 69 S
641-582-5518

CDI 
305 Nerem Drive 
641-585-5900

Cobblestone Inn & Suites
1121 Highway 69 N 
641-585-3000

Coloff Digital 
1144 Highway 69 N 
641-585-0400

Computer Systems 
Unlimited, Inc.
116 E I St. 
641-585-5342

County Line Seeds 
129 Industrial Drive 
641-581-3300

Craft Communications
125 W K St. 
641-585-1540

Craig’s Auto Service 
216 N 4th St. 
641-251-8078

CR Holland Crane 
Service, Inc. 
35545 Highway 69 N 
641-585-3630

Current Source Massage
136 N Clark St. 
641-585-5750

Cybersmith Engineering, 
Inc. 
307 Walnut St. 
641-585-5407

406 E K St. 406 E K St. 
Forest City, IA Forest City, IA 

50436 50436 
641-585-2814 641-585-2814 

6401 Highway 96401 Highway 9
Buffalo Center, IA Buffalo Center, IA 

5042450424
641-561-2800641-561-2800

609 B St.609 B St.
Leland, IALeland, IA

5045350453
641-567-334641-567-334

Serving farmers with quality products 
& even better service for 100 years.

FOREST CITY
A COMPLETE LIST OF BUSINESSES

Dale’s Body Shop Ltd.
109 Industrial Drive
641-581-3332

Dan Olson Contracting
1965 330th St. 
641-581-2567

Diamond Spray Foam 
& Coatings
641-401-3626

DK Arndt, CPA P.C. 
116 E I St. 
641-585-4631

Dollar General Store 
111 N 4th St. 
641-582-2909

Eastvold Landscaping
16790 350th St. 
641-581-4356

Eddy’s Glass & Door 
147 W K St. 
641-585-4241

EDF Renewable Energy
605 E J St. 
641-585-1623

Edward Jones
Patrick Schoonhoven
209 N Clark St. 
641-582-2771

Edward Jones
Mark Frakes & 
Amy Ryan-Frakes
209 N Clark St. 
641-582-2771

Family Eye Care Center
139 E K St., PO Box 410
641-585-3590

Farm & City Insurance 
Services 
145 S 4th St.
641-585-2925

Farm Bureau Financial 
Services
1144 US Highway 69
641-585-1111

Farmers Cooperative 
Association
406 E K St. 
641-585-2814

Farus Contracting 
250 N Clark St. 
641-585-5222

Forest City Auto Repair
3250 Highway 69 S 
641-581-3000

Forest City Aviation Inc.
1842 330th St. 
641-581-2880

Forest City Chiropractic & 
Sports Clinic 
245 N Clark St. 
641-585-3032

Forest City Family 
Dentistry
132 E J St. 
641-585-4636

Forest City Family YMCA
916 W I St. 
641-585-5220

Forest City Ford 
745 N Highway 9 
641-585-5555

Forest City Granite 
Works/Kallin-Johnson 
Monument 
116 W L St. 
641-582-3282

Forest City Inn 
1215 Highway 69 S 
641-585-1300

Forest City Veterinary 
Clinic 
524 Nerem Drive W 
641-585-2211

Forest Plaza Assisted 
Living 
635 Highway 9 E 
641-585-1555

Forest Theatre, The
215 N Clark St. 
641-585-2790

Forester Salon 
137 E J St. 
641-585-4260

Freedom Fitness 
1006 Pleasant St. 
641-432-3656

G&H Motor Parts - Napa 
Auto Parts 
216 E K St. 
641-585-4235

Golden Chopsticks 
247 N Clark St. 
641-585-1688

Good Samaritan Society
606 S 7th St. 
641-585-2232

Groves Contracting & 
Sales
1205 Highway 69 S 
641-585-2960

H&R Block 
102 N Clark St. 
641-585-3751

H&S Auto Parts - Auto Plus
316 Highway 69 S 
641-585-3545

Hair Designs 
236 E J St. 
641-585-2405
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Happy Sweets Cupcakes 
641-590-0136

Haugen Contracting, Inc.
135 Industrial Drive 
641-581-3390

Heritage Park of North 
Iowa 
County Road B14 
641-596-0527

Holland Contracting 
Corp.
1400 S 4th St. 
641-585-2231

HMR Supplies
35545 Highway 69 
641-585-3630

Hy-Vee 
315 Highway 69 N 
641-585-3775

J & B Remodeling 
104 Westhaven Drive 
641-585-1447

JED’s Lights & Sounds 
109 Cresthaven St. 
641-251-1260

John V Hanson Career 
Center 
124 Nerem Drive S
641-422-4330

JR Renovations  
641-590-3661

Kaiser Auto Repair 
1135 Highway 69 S 
641-585-1212

Kingland Construction
3216 Highway 69 N 
641-585-0101

KIOW-FM-107.3/KHAM-
FM-103.1/KIOW.com
18643 360th St. 
641-585-1073

Koenen Chiropractic 
Clinic
209 S Clark St. 
641-582-4625

Kwik Star 
806 Highway 69 N 
641-582-2074

Laharv Construction Co., 
Inc. 
1825 325th St. 
641-581-3643

Lichtsinn RV 
505 Highway 9 E 
800-343-6255

Lola’s Plants & Gifts
116 W K St.
641-585-0543

Mansion Museum 
336 N Clark St. 
641-585-2308

Mark Frakes and Amy 
Ryan-Frakes
209 N Clark St. 
641-582-2771

Mayland Ag Services 
104 Industrial Drive  
641-581-2034

MBT Bank 
245 E J St. 
641-585-2825

McCubbin Trophy & 
Engraving 
3340 Welch Ave. 
641-581-4604

Mercy Physical Therapy
635 Highway 9 E 
641-585-1870

MercyOne Forest City 
Family Medicine 
635 E Highway 9 
641-585-2904

Miller Pharmacy 
635 Highway 9 E 
641-585-3931

Missal Insurance & Realty
234 N Clark St. 
641-582-3554

Monsen Painting 
18040 370th St. 
641-581-4679

Mosaic of Northern Iowa
102 W Park St. 
641-585-9036

Nelson’s Plumbing, 
Heating & Electrical 
111 S Clark St. 
641-585-5016

Newman Thompson & 
Gray, Pc 
36161 Highway 69 
641-585-5043

North Central Sales & 
Service Inc.
16570 370th St. 
641-581-3545

North Iowa Plumbing, 
Heating & Electrical 
103 Industrial Drive 
641-581-4783

NSB Bank 
101 Highway 69 N 
641-585-3247
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Nu2U Consignments 
117 N Clark St. 
641-585-1770

Nu-Tek Builders 
107 Westhaven Court 
641-585-1222

Paddler’s Tap, The 
136 N Clark St. 
641-585-0303 or 590-2841

Patrick B. Byrne Attorney 
at Law
141 E K St. 
641-585-2227

Prairie Ridge 
138 N Clark St. 
641-585-2060

Pritchard’s Chrysler of 
Forest City 
1445 S Highway 69 
641-585-4040

Pritchard’s Forest City 
Auto Center
826 Highway 69 N 
641-585-2335

Provenzano Family 
Construction
641-585-0093

Pyro Pete’s Fireworks 
226 Highway 69 N 
641-585-1335

Quilted Forest, The 
205 N Clark St. 
641-585-2438

Red Shed Gardens 
63788 150th Ave. 
641-512-1194

Rejuvenate Boutique 
137 N Clark St. 
641-201-0496

Restorative Touch 
Massage
641-900-0365

S&S Financial 
16768 345th St. 
641-540-2242

Salon Infinity 
136 Highway 69 N 
641-585-1311

Sally’s Restaurant 
133 N Clark St. 
641-585-3400

Schott Funeral Home 
505 N Clark St. 
641-585-2685

Scoopy Doo’s Ice Cream 
& More
105 N Clark St. 
641-585-3030

Shear Effects 
34555 Green Acres Drive
641-581-2620

Shooterz Sports Bar & Grill
1126 Highway 69 N, 
PO Box 406 
641-585-5000

Sid’s Gas & Groceries
1116 Highway 69 S 
641-585-2030

Siegrist, Jones & Bakke 
Law Office
150 N Clark St. 
641-585-2530

Sinnwell Customizing 
246 Chapel St. 
641-582-2770

SRM Enterprises/Best 
Track
131 Oakridge Drive 
641-585-2299

State Farm Insurance 
114 N Clark St. 
641-585-4808

Styling Lodge, The 
236 Highway 69 N 
641-585-3130

Subway 
115 W J. St. 
641-582-3080

Sugar Lilly Accessories
130 N Clark St. 
641-420-1263

Sunde Lawn Services 
415 S Clark St. 
641-590-3891

Super Bowl 
19050 Highway 9 E 
641-581-2618

Taco Jerry’s/Borderline 
Pizza 
1145 Highway 69 N 
641-585-3151

Thompson Roofing 
305 N Golf Course Road
641-585-0040

Three Fingers 
Campground
35604 135th Ave. 
641-590-6653

Torkelson Plumbing & 
Heating 
246 E K St. 
641-585-5445

Trisha’s Tips & Toes 
35989 B Highway 69 N
641-585-3481

Tweeten Stump 
Removal 
1810 325th St. 
641-581-3711

Uptown Liquor 
306 Highway 69 S 
641-585-5137

Verizon Authorized 
Retailer 
113 W J St. 
641-450-3603

VIP Lounge 
705 Highway 69 N 
641-585-2893

Wade Thompson Trucking 
& Repair
2375 330th St. 
641-590-5909

Wendy’s Way 
35989 B Highway 69 N
641-585-3481

White Transfer & Storage 
Co.
546 Highway 9 E 
641-585-1200

Wilson Dental 
145 N Clark St. 
641-585-5431

Windy Hill Winery 
35256 200th Ave.
641-581-5102

Winnebago Industries
605 Crystal Lake Road 
641-585-3535

Winnebago Visitors 
Center & Winnebago 
Outdoor Store 
1045 S 4th St. 
641-585-6109

Wright, Jane - Attorney
132 E J St. 
641-585-1440

YOHNCO 
133 Industrial Drive 
641-581-3020
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LAKE LAKE 
MILLSMILLS

While the town was platted by Charles 
D. Smith in 1869, the history of Lake 
Mills traces back to the 1850s, when 
Joshua Thomas settled here with his 
family. They were followed by more 
early settlers, the majority of which 
were of Scandinavian descent, 
who originally named the town 
Slaunchville. However, after building a 
grist mill in 1864 to replace the water 
mills that dried up or were frozen every 
year, the town’s name was changed 
to honor the new mill, which made a 
fortune for the town and its members 
and sat on the banks of what was 
then Rice Lake. 

The mill attracted business from all 
over the area and influenced great 
growth. Throughout the 1860s and 
70s, businesses such as grocery 
stores, banks, hotels, restaurants and 
blacksmiths popped up all over Lake 
Mills. Richard Sears, the founder of the 
Sears department store and catalog 
company, also came to the town to 
be a depot agent from 1880 to 1886 
before moving to Redwood Falls, 
where the company picked up his 
trail to success. Pulitzer Prize winning 
author Wallace Stenger spent his early 

life in Lake Mills and Jesse Parker, a 
legend in Iowa education, was born 
and raised here. 

Lake Mills is within travel-distance 
of roads that can take you in any 
direction. The Mason City Airport is 
only a 30-minute drive from Lake 
Mills and provides commercial air 
travel services, while Lake Mills Airport 
has a grass landing strip to allow 
for local air travel. The town is also 
centrally located two hours south 
of Minneapolis, MN, and two hours 
north of Des Moines, IA. Therefore, 
the community of Lake Mills is a prime 
location for business development, 
with available buildings and sites to 
suit a variety of business needs. Please 
contact Winn-Worth Betco at 641-
592-0800 or the Lake Mills Chamber 
Development Corporation at 641-592-
5253 if you are interested in discussing 
a potential business relocation or a 
new location. 

While Lake Mills maintained a variety 
of businesses in its earlier days, the 
residents depended on Cool Spring 
Canning Company for employment 
during the first half of the 20th century. 

When the plant closed in 1957, 
an aggressive group of Lake Mill 
residents began a highly successful 
drive to find another way to create 
jobs for people in the community. 
Since then, Lake Mills has become 
an epicenter of manufacturing and 
industry in this region with multiple 
manufacturing facilities and a diverse 
roster of companies employing many 
people throughout Northern Iowa and 
Southern Minnesota. With a strong 
work ethic, an excellent location, a 
state-of-the-art school system, great 
recreational opportunities, community 
organizations and churches, Lake 
Mills came to be an ideal place for 
businesses and families. 

The Lake Mills Community School 
District (LMCS) includes the cities 
and rural areas of Joice, Scarville, 
and Lake Mills. These communities 
care deeply about their students’ 
needs and have been continually 
renovating and adding new facilities 
to improve their education system. 
The district maintains its high priority in 
including technology in its curriculum 
and its commitment to promoting 
an atmosphere of teaching and 
learning. Such commitments 
encourage students to pursue 
personal excellence and prepare 
for the challenge of tomorrow. As a 
result, LMCS has received numerous 
recognitions at the state and national 

level over the years. It has been 
selected as one of the 64 schools 
nationwide to be named a ‘service-
learning leader.’ Students in this area 
can continue their education at 
two and four-year degree programs 
located within driving distance of 30-
45 minutes or less from Lake Mills. 

Lake Mills has plenty to offer for 
entertainment. Whether you are out 
for an evening with friends or looking 
for a fun place to shop, Lake Mills has 
something for you. If shopping is your 
mission, check out retail spots like 
Marketplace on Mill Street, Three Oaks 
Green House or Salon 304 Spa and 
Boutique for unique clothing options, 
gifts and other fun items. 
 
For outdoor recreational activities, 
you can have a picnic in one of the 
many family-friendly parks, escape a 
hot summer day by getting a pass to 
the Lake Mills Family Aquatic Center 
or visit Rice Lake for fishing or water 
skiing. Otherwise, there is a bike 
trail that takes visitors through town 
and past the beautiful “Promise of 
America” sculpture, which signifies the 
Norwegian heritage of the community 
and its founders. Lake Mills is also home 
to Winnebago County’s Freedom 
Rock located in Arlington Veteran’s 
Park which serves as a tribute to the 
service members of the community. 
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CITY HALL
200 N 1st Ave. W
641-592-3251
www.lakemillsiowa.gov
Monday - Friday 7:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.

LAKE MILLS CHAMBER DEVELOPMENT CORP.
203 N 1st Ave. W 
641-592-5253
www.lakemillsia.org
Monday - Friday 7:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.

LAKE MILLS PUBLIC LIBRARY
102 S Lake St. 
641-592-0092
www.youseemore.com/NILC/LakeMills
Monday - Thursday 10 a.m. - 7 p.m.; 
Friday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.; 
Saturday 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

UNITED STATES POST OFFICE
206 N Mill St.
641-592-1961
Monday - Friday  9 - 11 a.m. & 12 - 4 p.m.

LAKE MILLS GRAPHIC/GRAPHIC PUBLISHING
204 N Mill St. 
641-592-4222
www.lmgraphic.com

M A I N STR E E T P I Z Z A
HOMEMADE FOOD MADE FRESH DAI LY

210 WEST MAIN STREET • LAKE MILLS, IOWA • 641-592-3400

We believe in 

PEOPLE more than PIZZA,  
  BUT we also believe 

THAT PIZZA 
can bring people TOGEHTER

We believe in 

PEOPLE more than PIZZA,  
  BUT we also believe 

THAT PIZZA 
can bring people TOGEHTER

50450
LAKE MILLS
RESIDENT INFORMATION

UTILITIES
Electricity  City of Lake Mills 641-592-3251
Phone, Cable, Internet  WCTA  641-592-6105
Water/Sewer/Garbage/Recycling  City of Lake Mills  641-592-3251

COMMUNITY INFORMATION
Hanson Storage  43430 225th Ave.  641-592-3046 
Highway 105 Storage 24807 Highway 105  641-590-3073
John R. Saxerud Memorial Above Mills Theatre
  Conference Room 216 W Main St. 641-592-6455
Lake Mills Family Fitness Center 712 N Lake St. 641-592-7285
Lake Mills Historical Society LMCDC 641-592-5253
Laundry Lodge 105 N Western St.
Ole’s Office Space 115 N Mill St. 641-592-1600
S&S Can Redemption 206 S 4st Ave. W 641-590-1410
Scott’s Car Wash 306 S Mill St. 641-592-5277
Truman Helgeson Civic Center 227 W Main St. 641-592-9841
Winnebago County Garage 46005 220th Ave. 641-592-2691

CITY OFFICES 
Lake Mills Ambulance 105 S 1st Ave. W 641-590-2414
Lake Mills Aquatic Center  700 S Lincoln St. 641-592-3591
Lake Mills Fire Hall 408 W Main St. 641-592-2188
Lake Mills Police Department 304 S Mill St. 641-592-2188

COMMUNITY SCHOOL
Lake Mills Community School 102 S 4th Ave. E  641-592-0881
Preschool & Daycare 711 Highway 69 N  641-592-1318

David’s
MARKETPLACE

641-592-0051
103 North Washington

Lake Mills, IA
8am - 8pm 7 Days a Week
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Groe Electric INC. 
102 S Iowa 
641-592-8282

Hagen’s Services 
302 S 4th Ave. W 
641-590-3006

Hanson LP Gas 
42620 225th Ave. 
641-592-8787

Happy Time Resort 
526 470th St. 
641-592-2267

Hawkeye Auction 
115 N Mill St. 
641-592-2754

Helgeson Drainage INC
24342 470th St. 
641-592-1444

Helgeson Financial 
Services
107 N Washington 
641-592-4401

Helland Insurance Agency
1207 S Washington Court
641-592-5600

Heritage Puppies 
4348 Bluebill Ave. 
641-592-0516

Izaak Walton League
42723 235th Ave. 
641-592-8402

J&R Livestock INC. 
21134 440th St. 
641-592-9272

Jerry’s Body Shop 
43492 225th Ave.
641-592-8800

K&P Esthetics 
221 W Main St.

Kirschbaum Electrical 
Plumbing & Heating 
609 S Winnebago 
641-592-8831

Korthals OD & Associates
213 W Main St. 
641-592-1801

Kreuscher Financial Group
311 W Main St. 
641-592-3000

Lake Mills Care Center/
Lake Mills Therapy Center
406 S 10th Ave. E 
641-592-4900

Lake Mills Auto Salvage
4601 Apple Ave. 
641-592-2400

Lake Mills Family 
Chiropractic
209 N Washington St. 
641-592-2600

Lake Mills Family Dental 
Center: Mehlhoff DDS 
206 E Main St. 
641-592-2200

Lake Mills Investors LTD
106 E Main St. 
641-592-0500

Lake Mills Livestock INC.
21134 440th St. 
641-592-9272

Lake Mills Lumber Co. 
313 N Washington St. 
641-592-2721

Lake Mills Motel 
402 N Lake St. 
641-592-3711

Lake Mills Motor Sports
45563 Highway 69 
641-592-2145

Lake Mills Physical 
Therapy
115 N Mill St. 
641-592-3500

Lake Mills Pump Service
42127 225th Ave. 
641-592-4231

5 Alarm Brewing Co. 
211 W Main St. 
641-592-2739

A Cut Above 
217 W Main St. 
641-592-8746

Advanced Foam Solutions
107 S 8th Ave. E 
641-592-3555

Agland Depot 
706 E Main St. 
641-592-4403

Agvantage FS INC. 
102 N Lake St. 
641-592-0011

Albert Lea Public 
Warehouse #6 
402 N 2nd Ave. W  
641-592-4600

All States Ag Parts 
311 N Park St. 
877-530-4430

Asbury United Methodist 
Church
107 E Main St. 
641-592-1106

Ay Jalisco 
201 W Main St. 
641-592-2000

Bergo Custom Cabinetry
301 E Main St. 
641-592-1795

Billa Concrete 
48605 210th Ave. 
507-383-2289

Bosacker Dental: Scott 
Bosacker DDS 
206 E Main St. 
641-592-1100

Brekken Construction
305 S 12th Ave. W 
641-592-1010

Casey’s General Store
101 N Lake St. 
641-592-0920

Casperson Law Office PLC 
102 N 2nd Ave. W 
641-592-1331

Cavett’s Lawn & Garden  
Equipment INC. 
605 N Mill St. 
641-592-2141

Cemstone Concrete 
Materials LLC
601 W Main St. 
641-592-4105

Central Automotive 
209 N Western St. 
641-592-4255

Central Disposal Systems 
INC. 
21265 430th St. 
641-592-9182

Christianson Interiors 
113 N Mill St. 
641-592-2090

Citizens Community Credit 
Union
106 S Mill St. 
641-592-0900

Custom Monuments 
48605 210th Ave. 
507-383-2289

Dave’s Auto Service 
101 W Main St. 
641-592-9951

David’s Marketplace 
103 N Washington St. 
641-592-0051

Dielectric MFG - Iowa 
202 N 9th Ave. E 
641-592-4300

Dollar General Store 
906 E Main St. 
641-592-3100

Don’s Motor Mart 
401 W Main St. 
641-592-9966

Dras Cases INC. 
880 N Lake St. 
641-592-3333

Duraclean By Doug 
1003 S Washington St. 
641-592-5772

Epland Trucking INC. 
201 N Mill St. 
641-592-5787

F & F Engraving 
306 S Mill St. 
641-592-5277

Farm & City Insurance 
Services 
106 E Main St. 
641-585-2925

Farmers Trust & Savings 
Bank 
105 N Lake St. 
641-592-2660

Five Star Cooperative 
101 N Park St. 
641-592-2552

Gavilon Grain LLC 
314 N Mill St.  
641-592-0331

Gilbertson Tool & Die 
211 N Western St. 
641-592-0100

45563C HWY 69 West
Lake Mills, IALake Mills, IA

641-592-2145641-592-2145
Monday - Friday 9 - 5:30

Saturday 9 - Noon
Closed on Sundays

LAKE MILLS
A COMPLETE LIST OF BUSINESSES

WINNEBAGO INSURANCE 
AGENCY

LAKE MILLS: 301 W MAIN
641-592-1271

RAKE: 102 S MAIN
641-566-3545

Put the Trust in Tomorrow.Contact us today.



Rognes Bros Excavating 
INC.
205 N Mill St. 
641-592-8932

Ron’s LP Gas Service LLC
43437 225th Ave.
641-592-4206

Salem Lutheran Church
401 S Lake St. 
641-592-1771

Salon 304 Spa & Boutique
304 W Main St. 
641-592-5292

Schwarm Law Office 
110 W Main St. 
641-592-1031

Sion Lutheran Church 
4525 Finch Ave. 
641-592-8892

Skogen Systems 
1210 S Lake St. 
641-592-4100

Sprout Ag Enterprises 
20690 460th St. 
641-592-2305

St. Patrick Catholic Church
406 S Grant St. 
641-592-0022

Stensrud Insurance 
105 N Mill St. 
641-592-6767

Storby Seed 
45057A Highway 69 
641-592-9000

Subway 
105 N Western St. 
641-592-5550

Sunrise Construction 
111 Sunrise Court 
641-592-9513

Swallow Coffeehouse
225 W Main St. 
641-592-3600

Swenson Crop Insurance
218 W Main St. 
641-590-4690

Synod Lutheran Church
107 N 1st Ave. E 
641-592-2092

Tank Foundations INC.
410 W Front St. 
641-592-8265

Teluwut Grille House 
& Pub
224 W Main St. 
641-592-3303

Three Oaks Greenhouse 
Floral & Gift
704 W Main St. 
641-592-4468

Thrivent Financial 
205 N Mill  St. 
641-592-0064

Tree Moving & Sales 
709 E Main St. 
641-592-8192

Turf Trimmers Plus 
42620 225th Ave. 
641-592-8787

Twedt Financial Services 
INC. 
402 W Main St. 
641-592-5200

Uptown Boutique
Uptown Fitness 
221 W Main St. 
641-590-2868

Viking Realty 
24582 Lakeside Drive 
641-592-1036

Wagner Tire INC 
512 1/2 W Main St. 
641-592-5810

WCTA 
704 E Main St. 
641-592-6105

Wild Rose Corp 
22711 470th St. 
641-592-1585

Wilkinson Tool & Die 
43066 225th Ave. 
641-592-1120

Winn-Worth Betco 
203A N 1st Ave. W 
641-592-0800

Winnebago Industries
806 N Lake St.

Winnebago Insurance 
Agency 
301 W Main St. 
641-592-1271

Winnebago Lutheran 
Church 
40029 210th Ave. 
641-567-3550

Winnebgo Mutual 
Insurance Association
301 W Main St. 
641-592-1271

Word of Faith Dominion 
Church 
45005 210th Ave. 
641-592-7150

Young Plumbing & 
Heating 
107 W Main St. 
641-592-5611

Your Home Improvement 
Corporation 
602 N Lake St. 
641-592-9757

43066 225th
Lake Mills, IA 50450

 

Lake Mills Seed House
502 N Lake St. 
641-592-6900

Larson Contracting LLC
508 W Main St. 
641-592-5800

Larson Manufacturing 
Company INC. 
500 Larson Ave. 
641-592-2282

Lazy Acre Vineyard 
4776 Bluebill Ave. 
641-592-LAZY

Lund Food Holdings INC.
877 N Lake St. 
641-592-7700

Lund’s Carpet Care 
906 S Washington St. 
641-592-3382

Main Street Pizza 
210 W Main St. 
641-592-3400

Mannes Construction 
309 W Main St. 
641-592-9663

Marketplace on Mill Street
109 N Mill St. 
641-592-2520

Mayo Clinic Health System
309 S 10th Ave. E 
641-592-2361

MBT Bank 
106 W Main St. 
641-592-0041

MBT Insurance 
107 W Main St. 
641-592-0041

Mercy Family Clinic 
505 S 1st Ave. E 
641-592-3900

Midway Tooling 
Technologies
804 N Lake St. 
641-592-3571

Midwest Metal Stamping 
43066 225th Ave. 
641-592-1120

Mill Street Liquor 
107 N Mill St. 
641-592-5450

Mills Harbour Assisted & 
Independent Living 
311 S 10th Ave. E 
641-592-3050

Mills Theatre, The 
216 W Main St. 
641-592-6455

Mittelstadt Funeral Home 
& Cremation Service 
902 E Main St. 
641-592-0221

Myotherapy Specialties
106 N Mill St. 
641-592-3200

Napa Auto Parts 
108 S Lake St. 
641-592-6272

Next Generation 
Technologies
220 W Main St. 
641-592-2700

Northaire Engineering & 
Manufacturing LLC 
24592 Highway 105 
641-592-5454

North Branch 
110 N Mill St. 
641-592-5400

North Iowa Therapeutic 
Massage
115 N Mill St. 
641-592-2888

Norsemen Outdoors INC.
24592A Highway 105 
641-592-6160

Norsemen Trucking INC.
106 E Main St. 
641-592-5060

Olson TV 
108 N Mill St. 
641-592-2191

Overtime DJ Services
208 S Lake St. 
641-592-2089

Peterson Sanitation 
22617 430th St. 
641-592-0271

Peterson’s Auto Services
505 N 2nd Ave. W 
641-592-3241

Premiere Concrete 
45724 Highway 69 
641-592-1199

Price Is Right Construction
23615 470th St. 
641-592-8416

Quality Composite 
Component Parts INC 
208 N Western St. 
641-592-1700

Redinger Pharmacy 
219 W Main St. 
641-592-0141

Reines Real Estate 
38706 220th Ave. 
641-567-3700

Rice Lake Golf & Country 
Club 
43080 Golf Ave. 
641-592-8022

43066 225th Ave
Lake Mills, IA 50450
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But, in 1974, as he neared the age of 
79, he decided to complete his life-
long project by building the cross and 
placing it atop the hill where it could 
be seen by all.  
 
Faith also inspired another man to 
put up a cross on the northern side of 
Leland, also along Highway 69. Wayne 
Wubben built the 25-foot cross and 
placed it along his fence line to remind 
people of their faith as they pass by. 
He completed the project with Our 
Savior’s Lutheran Church in Leland as 
well as an organization focused on 
placing crosses in each state of the U.S. 
and in every country in the world. The 
cross is located near one of Wubben’s 
field entrances, which he keeps clean 
in case anyone feels so inclined to visit 
the cross for prayer. 
Though Leland remains a small town, 
its history and faith have attracted a 
few memorable residents and visitors. 
Iowa Governor Terry E. Branstad, 
Iowa’s longest serving governor, lived 
in Leland as he attended nearby Forest 
City High School before moving on 
to attend the University of Iowa and 
Drake University Law School. He then 
returned to the area to practice law in 

neighboring Lake Mills. His career took 
off after serving in the Iowa House of 
Representatives from 1972-1978. Then 
he was elected as Lt. Governor from 
1978-1982 and Governor from 1983-
1999, being re-elected to the office in 
2011. In December of 2016, Governor 
Branstad was named Ambassador 
to China by the newly elected Trump 
administration. 
 
Alongside such an important politician, 
actor Kevin Costner and his band 
Modern West also visited Leland in 
2009. The group recorded a song titled 
“Leland, Iowa,” which was written by 
one of the band members who has 
relatives in the Leland area. At the 
request of residents, the band came 
to town to perform this song before 
the community in the ‘Ambrosen Barn.’ 
However, the event attracted fans 
from all over the state and the town 
swelled with people hoping to meet 
the group. After their performance, 
Costner and the band went to the 
local café to do another performance 
for those who were unable to fit into 
the barn. Both performances marked a 
day that the community of Leland will 
never forget.

LELANDLELAND

Located in Winnebago County, 
Iowa, Leland’s story began with the 
settlement of John D. Leland, an 
attorney who moved to the area 
from Illinois in 1878 and purchased a 
considerable amount of land. Then, the 
railroad came to town in 1879, bringing 
plenty of people and new businesses 
with it. As a result, a hotel was built for 
the railroad workers in 1880, which was 
quickly followed by blacksmith shops, 
lumber yards, hardware stores, general 
stores, a creamery, banks, and taverns. 
The town’s namesake Mr. Leland 
also joined the flourish of business by 
establishing his own threshing machine 
factory, which later became a cement 
factory. Then, in 1932, another big 
change came to the community with 
the building of U.S. Highway 69 through 
the center of town. More businesses 
began to appear along the highway 
to capitalize on the traffic and the 
community of Leland became even 
more established. 

 
But the history doesn’t end there. From 
Highway 69, on the south end of town, 
a white cross can be seen on a grassy 
hill. Many passing through Leland gaze 
at it as they drive by, wondering what 
its story is. In 1905, R.W. Branstad stayed 
with a friend on the farmstead that used 
to occupy this same hill. Mesmerized 
by the landscape, Branstad never 
forgot about this place of beauty 
and said, “It could very well be called 
Calvary.” In 1948, he purchased the 
farm and, when his son was about to 
enter military service in 1950, Branstad 
was inspired to dedicate the hill to his 
faith. Originally, he planned on spelling 
out the words “GOD” and “SON” 
with rocks, which were collected 
and piled atop the hill. However, 
the message was often disturbed by 
vandals who changed the biblical 
words to inappropriate ones. Filled 
with frustration, Branstad finally gave 
up on his project and buried the rocks. 
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CITY HALL & COMMUNITY CENTER
316 Walnut St. 
641-567-3330
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 8:30 a.m. - Noon; or by appointment

UNITED STATES POST OFFICE
212 W Broadway
641-567-3580
Monay - Friday 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Saturday 9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.

UTILITIES
Electricity  Alliant Energy  800-255-4268
Phone, Cable, Internet  WCTA  641-592-6105
Phone, Cable, Internet  Mediacom  866-550-8636
Water/Sewer/Garbage/Recycling  City of Leland 641-562-2505

Center Lutheran 
Church 
19266 440th St.
641-592-9090

CR’s Crafts 
109 5th Ave. W 
641-567-3652

DK Roper & 
Associates 
15776 430th St. 
641-584-2400

Farmers Coop Assn. 
609 B St. & 222 W 
Broadway
641-567-3341

Finer Cabinetry 
202 B St. 
641-567-3950

K&C Electrical Plumbing 
HVAC INC. 
307 B St.
641-567-3640

Leland Maintenance 
Shop 
208 2nd Ave. W 
641-590-1073

Leland VFW 
216 W Broadway 
641-567-3106

Leland Woodworks 
301 B St. 
641-567-3387

Mitchell’s Bar & Grill 
107 B St. 
641-567-3200

Our Saviors Lutheran 
Church 
113 5th Ave. E 
641-567-3331

Pioneer Seed House 
17925 Highway 9 
641-567-3500

Radical Barrels 
203 B St. 
641-567-3047

Robin’s Blacksmithing
45178 160th Ave. 
641-590-3634

West Prairie Lutheran 
Church 
40041 150th Ave. 
641-567-3733

50453
LELAND
RESIDENT INFORMATION

A COMPLETE LIST OF BUSINESSES

Radical Barrels LLC

radicalbarrels.com

ROBIN’S 
BLACKSMITHING

Dewey & Karen Roll 

641-590-3634

robinsblacksmithing.net

LeLand 
Iowa
For the ones who 
love country roads

Your 
Life,
Your
Memories,
Our
Place

Plus Digital TV & Voice too

CRAZY FAST  
FIBER INTERNET!

800-592-6105 
www.wctatel.net
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RAKERAKE

Founded in 1900, Rake was named 
after A. A. Rake, a Norwegian who 
settled there at the age of 20. He 
worked as a farm hand for two years 
before renting and cultivating his own 
land for another two years. Then, in 
1882 he came to Winnebago County 
and purchased land in section 16 
of the Lincoln Township. This land 
was operated and improved until 
1910, when he sold the farm after 
finding great success from his use of 
progressive methods in tiling fields 
and caring for the crops. In 1886, Mr. 
Rake established a post office and 
built several homes and businesses, 

including a successful general 
merchandise store which he operated 
for 15 years. These developments led to 
the official establishment of the town. 
 
Many of the original businesses in 
Rake were built between July 15th 
and August 14th of 1900. The array of 
businesses included a drugstore, the 
Bank of Rake, a meat market, Elmer 
Nelson’s Restaurant, Erdal & Marsaa 
Double Store, three grain elevators, 
two lumber yards, a billiard hall, a hotel, 
a depot and a handcar house. A few 
other businesses quickly followed, and 
included another restaurant, a bakery, 
a livery stable, two hardware and 
implement stores, a Methodist Church 
and a Norwegian Lutheran Church. 
 
Today, Rake maintains a variety of 
businesses that serve the community 
and its residents. These include an 
agricultural company just outside of 
town, a cooperative grain elevator, a 
hair salon, an upholstery & repair shop, 
a redemption center, a water well 
business, a frozen food business, an 
excavating business and restaurants 
and a bar. There is also a locally owned 
bank, State Savings Bank, which is 
one of the only remaining small town 
independently owned banks in the 
area with one location. The bank was 
established in 1914 by nearly 35 investors 
alongside A. A. Rake, who served as the 

first bank president. The bank has been 
in the same brick building on the corner 
of Main Street since that building was 
constructed in 1916.  
 
Rake’s deep history ties in with many 
of the town’s buildings and events 
such as the Lutefisk Supper. This event 
was held every February until 2010 but 
began with Mr. Rake in 1975. Drawing in 
nearly 500 hundred people, the Lutefisk 
Supper doubled the population of 
the town. It was held at Zion Lutheran 
Church and was a great way to find a 
little bit of Norway in northern Iowa with 
its traditional Norwegian dishes. The 
event came to be loved by all within 
the area, and many members of the 
community are working on reviving this 
tradition. 
 
Rake’s school district also has a long 
history as it came into existence shortly 
after the town’s founding. In 1978, 
voters passed a merger plan for the 
Rake and nearby Buffalo Center school 
districts. The two individual districts 
were dissolved on July 1 of the same 
year, creating the Buffalo Center-Rake 

Community School District. With this 
change, each respective community 
retained the K-8 grades in their own 
school building while high school 
students attended the Buffalo Center 
campus. The building still stands today 
but is in private ownership and is not 
open to the public. 

With a strong history and Norwegian 
ties, “A Little Bit of Norway, A Lot of 
Pride” remains as Rake’s slogan, which 
is featured on the sign at the edge 
of town. Rake also has a ‘sister city’ 
relationship with Rocka, Norway. 
Every year, Rake holds the Borderline 
Tractor Ride in June. The ride travels 
across the area to offer a full day of 
fun, including visiting some of northern 
Iowa’s scenic attractions such as Effigy 
Mounds, Yellow River Forest and Spook 
Cave. For more information on the 
Tractor Ride, please contact Phil Benn 
at 641-566-3563. 
 
For a fun, indoor activity, Rake holds 
a Tour of Homes every other year. For 
more information on this event, please 
contact the City Clerk at 641-566-3735.
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102 N Main St • PO Box 139 • Rake, IA 50465
P| 641.566.3321    F| 641.566.3324
RakeStateSavingsBank.com

CITY HALL & COMMUNITY CENTER
101 E Grace St.
641-566-3735
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 7:30 - 11 a.m.

RAKE PUBLIC LIBRARY
123 N Main St.
641-566-3388
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 9 - 11:30 a.m. & 1:30 - 5 p.m.;
Thursday 9 - 11:30 a.m. & 1:30 - 6 p.m.; 
Saturday 9 -10:30 a.m.

UNITED STATES POST OFFICE
121 N Main St.
641-566-3720
Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m.  - 12:30 p.m.;
Saturday 8:30 - 10:15 a.m.

UTILITIES
Electricity  Alliant Energy 800-255-4268
Phone, Cable, Internet  WCTA  641-592-6105
Garbage Waste Management    www.wm.com
Recycling  Cooper’s Redemption    641-566-3888

COMMUNITY INFORMATION
Rake American Legion 
Auxillary #539 Cathy Quam    641-566-3374
Boy Scouts Illa Roth 641-903-9409
Fire Department 210 E Grace St.    641-566-3738
First Responders Matt Duve 641-566-3738

Arnie’s Pump Service & 
Well Drilling Inc. 
107 N Main St. 
641-566-3582

Asmus Farm Supply 
50245 40th Ave. 
641-566-3658

Bucket’s Bar & Grill 
115 N Main St. 
641-566-3040

Captain’s Choice 
310 E Grace St. 
641-566-3020

Hansen Gas Company
112 3rd St. NW 
641-566-3366

Hatch Repair 
114 N Main St. 
641-566-3788

Heidi’s Hair Care 
110 N Main St. 
641-566-3580

Kuchenbecker 
Excavating 
46285 10th St. 
641-569-3411

Landus Cooperative 
314 N Main St. 
641-566-3351

Rake Upholstery & Repair
120 N Main St. 
641-566-3800

Secure Tracs 
50245 40th Ave. 
641-566-3022

State Savings Bank 
102 N Main St. 
641-566-3321

Swenson Crop Insurance
106 N Main St. 
641-590-4690

Winnebago Insurance 
Agency 
102 S Main St. 
641-566-3545

Zion Lutheran Church 
107 W Florence St. 
641-566-3535

50465
RAKE
RESIDENT INFORMATION

• Crop Protection  
• Plant Nutrition
• Seed
• Seed Treatment

Visit us in person or use the AFS Grower 
Portal to search and browse products, request 
quotes, instantly view, print and pay invoices 
and statements, view purchase history and 
order products.  Download the AFS Portal app 
or visit portal.afschem.com. 

Asmus Farm Supply, 
your year round part-
ner for crop protection, 
plant nutrition, seed, 
and seed treatment 
needs.

Rake, IA
641-566-3658

Manly, IA
641-454-3076

A COMPLETE LIST OF BUSINESSES
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Platted in 1899, Scarville takes its 
name from Ole Scar, who became a 
prominent businessman in the area 
and was the mayor and postmaster 
for several years. After coming to the 
U.S. from Norway in July of 1896, Scar 
settled in Wisconsin before coming to 
Mitchell County in Iowa, then to Lake 
Mills to work in an Osage merchant’s 
general store. When the store burned 
down in 1871, he went to California 
to join the Gold Rush, where he found 
enough gold to move to Washington 
State and purchase 80 acres of land. 
However, Scar returned to Iowa in 
1874 and partnered with the Osage 
merchant to open another general 
store in Lake Mills. 
 
After a few years of success in the 
business, Scar became the sole 
proprietor of the store, which came to 
be known as Scar-Nelson Mercantile 
Company. At the time, this business 
was the leading retail and wholesale 
establishment in this part of Iowa. But 
this wasn’t enough for Scar, who began 

acquiring the right of way for nearly all 
the rail lines constructed in northern 
Iowa and southern Minnesota. The rail 
right-of-way he acquired ran through 
what is now known as the communities 
of Hanlontown, Joice and Scarville in 
Iowa, as well as Kiester and Bricelyn 
in Minnesota. While he continued 
his successful business ventures, 
including founding banks in the same 
communities as his railroad right-of-way 
and dealing in real estate, Scar also 
had a hand in platting and visualizing 
14 communities in this region, including 
his namesake of Scarville. He remained 
a bachelor the entirety of his life and 
passed away in 1916. 
 
Since then, the town of Scarville 
has seen many changes. The 
highest community population was 
recorded as 163 in the 1930’s. Today, 
the population is less than 100. 
However, nearly 1,500 visitors flock to 
Scarville each year for the 4th of July 
Celebration. Scarville is a hub of activity 
which maintains a variety of businesses 

SCARVILLESCARVILLE
such as a tavern, cooperative grain 
elevator, post office, technology 
business, 3D printing business, a U-Haul 
rental business and a variety of other 
local businesses outside the city limits. 
 
Scarville also places a high priority on 
the education of its youth. The town has 
had a school in the community since 
1904, when classes were held in the 
basement of the Immanuel Lutheran 
Church. Then, in 1906, a two-room 
schoolhouse was built on land donated 
by Ole Scar. Finally, a frame building 
was built on Main Street in 1920 where 
the first high school class graduated 
from four years later. Additionally, a 
new brick school was built on the same 
school block on the north side of town 
in 1935 and added to in 1952. However, 
this building was used for a short time 
with the final Scarville High School 
seniors graduating in 1958. After that 
year, grades 1-8 stayed at the Scarville 
School while the high school students 
began attending Lake Mills. The school 
closed after classes were completed 
in May 1965. Grades 1-8 transferred to 
Lake Mills in the fall of 1966. The Scarville 
School building was then used as a 
private residence on and off for years 
and remained standing until 1997.
 
In the fall of 1927, the Scarville Synod 
Evangelical Church opened the 
Christian Day School in the basement 
of the church. It remained there for 
60-some years until, in 1998, a large 
addition was built onto the south side 
of the building. 
 
The Annual 4th of July Celebration 
is one of the best attended events in 
the area. Scarville’s tiny community 
swells to more than 1,500 people in the 
early days of July. This event includes 

a parade that passes through Main 
Street twice, meaning double the 
candy for anyone who is lucky enough 
to catch it. The celebration offers 
something for everyone, whether it’s 
a parade for the kids or a community 
picnic featuring burgers prepared by 
the volunteer firemen for the family. 
Other events include music in the park 
(be sure to bring your own lawn chair), 
a day-long flea market in the park, 
a kids’ pedal pull, free bars and ice 
cream in the shelter house throughout 
the afternoon and much more. The 
event ends with the sinking of the sun 
followed by an amazing firework show.
 
Before and after the Independence 
Day celebration, Scarville still has a 
lot to offer for visitors. The Community 
Center is available for rent by private 
parties to host family reunions, birthday 
parties, baby showers, confirmations, 
graduations, anniversaries, etc., 
though there is a maximum capacity 
of 75 people. The space includes 
a restroom, handicap accessible 
entrance, a full kitchen and heat and 
air conditioning to assure the comfort 
of your guests. The Community Center 
is also home to events such as the 
monthly Town Council meetings and 
other local groups and is the voting 
location for Norway, Logan and Eden 
Townships. To rent the facility for your 
gathering, meeting or event, call the 
city clerk at 641-568-3110 or send an 
email to cityclerk50473@gmail.com. 
 
Though a small community, Scarville 
continues to be a busy little place 
which is centered on strong faith with 
its private Lutheran school and two 
churches, family-owned businesses 
and agriculture.
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CITY HALL & COMMUNITY CENTER
121 Main St.
641-568-3110
By appointment only 

UNITED STATES POST OFFICE
403 Main St.
641-568-3655
Monday - Friday 1 - 3 p.m.; 
Saturday 10 a.m. - Noon

UTILITIES
Electricity Alliant Energy  800-255-4268
Phone, Cable, Internet  WCTA  641-592-6105
Garbage/Recycling  Peterson Sanitation 641-592-0271
Gas Private LP Tanks
Water Shared Wells
Sewer City of Scarville 641-568-3110

COMMUNITY INFORMATION
4th of July Celebration Doug Harmon 641-590-3924
Fire Chief Dan Kessler 641-568-3330
Fire Department 2nd St. E

Bethel Lutheran Church
15722 490th St. 
641-568-3682

Biz Wiz Marketing, LLC
106 E 2nd St., Suite A
507-317-7472

Cox Contracting 
17424 450th St. 
641-568-3082

Five Star Cooperative
101 W 1st St. 
641-568-3351

Immanuel Lutheran 
Church
105 E 3rd St. 
641-568-3666

L&D 3D Printing 
49824 180th Ave. 
641-568-3624/641-568-3574

Laugen Farm Equipment
18183 460th St. 
641-568-3595

Lee Plumbing 
19909A 490th St. 
641-568-3880

R Bar 
201 Main St. 
641-568-3030

Scarville Synod Lutheran 
Church
411 Logan St. 
641-568-3372
School: 641-568-3372

U-Haul Neighborhood 
Dealer 
106 2nd St. 
641-568-3060

Vinje Pub & Grill 
15960 490th St. 
641-568-3150

50473
SCARVILLE
RESIDENT INFORMATION

Call the movie line
641-592-6455

www.themillstheater.com
Find us on Facebook

The
Mills 
Theatre

Two theaters with stadium seating
$5 adults & $3 students
Age 3 and under FREE 

216 W. Main St, Lake Mills

A COMPLETE LIST OF BUSINESSES

201 Main Street
641-568-3030
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VINJEVINJE

Vinje is believed to have started in the 
late 1860s or early 1870s. The first Vinje 
post office was located in a dirt cellar 
less than a mile west of the present 
village, on the late Hans Engebretson 
farm. The post office was known as 
Nesheim, according to post office 
records, but was later changed to 
Vinje, for Mr. Vinje who then lived on 
the Engebretson farm.
 
When the village of Vinje was started, 
the post office was in the store building, 
built in 1887 by David Olson for Gullick 
Gullickson (also known as Dr. Herm.) 
The second owners were Lars Hauge 
and Olaus Kaldal. Owners since 
then have been Lewis Skuttle, Ole 
Strom, Ed Jenson, Hermon Stendel, 
Melvin Johnson, L. P. Rudd, Henry 
Hanson, Marvin Gerber, Arnold Olien, 
Alfred Johnson, Selmer Nelson, Mike 
Anderson, Leslie Schroader, William 
Iverson, Mr. and Mrs. Clarence (Clem) 
Nelson and Kent Grunhovd.
 
Jamie and Jessica Zielske have owned 
the building since 2002 and it is now 
known as Vinje Pub & Grub. They serve 
burgers, steaks, and all the fixings that 
have customers coming from near 
and far. The Pub & Grub has had many 
improvements since the Zielskes bought 
the building. A new roof, siding, heating/
cooling, plumbing, insulation, refinishing 
of wood floors and the addition of an 

outdoor deck area are just a few of the 
projects they’ve finished.
 
During the first years of Vinje, there 
was also a blacksmith shop owned by 
Andrew Peterson. Gullickson owned a 
photographic gallery north of the store. 
 
In 1922, Robert (Dewey) Schroader built 
a garage on the comer east of the 
store. Mr. and Mrs. Schroeader lived in 
the back of the garage. Among the 
operators of the garage were Alvin 
Larson, Ole Hauskins, Amos Bendickson, 
Henry Willert, Clarence Engebretson, 
Alvin Engelby and Russel Engelby.
 
The Vinje creamery was established in 
April of 1894. The only equipment were 
two big separators. After separating 
the cream at Vinje, it was hauled to 
Emmons to be churned into butter. 
Erick Gudvangen, manager of the 
station, hauled the cream to Emmons. 
The board members were M. J. Egerdal, 
president; Nels Berg, secretary; K. M. 
Hage (father of the late Dr. M. M. Hage 
of Lake Mills), Christian Engebretson 
and John Holman, directors. 

In April of 1903, the creamery started to 
make its own butter. Erick Gudvangen 
was the first butter maker. The officers 
were John Holman, president; K. 
M. Hage, vice president; Nels Berg, 
secretary; Ole Strom, treasurer; and Ole 

S. Johnson and T. M. Holstad, directors. 
The creamery burned in 1913 and was 
promptly rebuilt.
On July 13, 1929, the creamery 
renewed its articles of incorporation. 
Its directors were T. S. Brustad, John 
Bergstad, Lewis Solomonson, Ole 
Strom, Elmer 0. Bergland, Albert C. 
Engebretson and T. K. Cleven. In 
September of 1940, the creamery 
was rebuilt with glazed blocks. The 
men who have held the position of 
buttermaker are Eric Gudvangen (who 
was the grandfather of Clem Nelson), 
Ed Jensen, Martin Torgerson, Herman 
Stendel, Albert Knutson, Gay Hovland, 
Helmer Hovland, Selmer Nelson, 
Charles Brue and Leslie Tiedman. In 
1948, Vinje creamery merged with 
Scarville Creamery. The building was 
torn down and, in its place, a new 
home was built by Mr. and Mrs. Donald 
Johnson. Their son, Larry, now occupies 
the home.
 
The creamery house was across the 
road from the garage and later was 
the home of Mrs, Mabel Engelby. 
In later years, it was torn down. The 
garage house was vacant and in 1966, 
Mrs. Richard Throne started “Karilins”, a 
thrift shop, in it. In 1968, the thrift shop 
was reopened by Mrs. Mabel Engelby.
 
Bethel Lutheran Church was formed by 
the congregation in 1878 when they 
built a wood frame church on the west 
side of Vinje at the top of the hill. A few 
years prior to that, the congregation 
had met in a nearby schoolhouse. The 
original wood structure was struck by 
lightning and burned in 1949.  A new 
brick church was dedicated in August 
1955 and still stands today. Many 
weddings, funerals, anniversaries, 
Sunday meals and Sunday School & 
Bible School lessons have been held 

at Bethel Church. For 143 years (1878 
to 2021), Bethel Lutheran Church has 
stood and offered shelter and the 
Word of the Lord to all who seek it. 
 
In 1936, the winter of the big snows, 
drifts were 20 feet high in places. 
People brought their cream to Vinje 
by horse and bobsled and brought 
groceries back home with them. 
When they needed coal, they went 
on to Scarville, three miles east of 
Vinje, taking along several men to 
help scoop away the snow when 
the horses became bogged down 
in the drifts. It was the custom for the 
men of the community to gather in 
the back of Vinje Store where Donna 
Nelson had the coffee ready. During 
the big snowstorms of 1968-69 before 
the snowplows could get there, you 
would see not cars, but tractors, lined 
up outside the store for the men’s 
coffee hour and neighborhood news. 
Today at the Pub & Grub, you will see 
cars, trucks, motorcycles, snowmobiles, 
ATV’s, and maybe even still a tractor 
now and then.
 
Over the years, Vinje has served as the 
neighborhood center for the people of 
the community. Because it was close 
to the store, after attending church 
services at Bethel Lutheran Church 
or when the children went to Sunday 
School and Bible School, people would 
congregate at the store or stay at the 
church for dinner and visit all afternoon. 
Men would congregate at the Vinje 
Store to catch up on the news. 
 
Vinje is still the local place to meet; it is 
just the faces that have changed, but 
the location remains the same, with 
the friendly banter, a cold drink and 
good food.
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community in April of 2000. Hometown 
Market served as an example of 
what a community can accomplish. 
After the mortgage was paid off in 
2016, shareholders discussed selling 
Hometown Market for several years. 
The decision did not come lightly, but 
as shareholders were aging, it was 
getting harder to find people to serve 
on the board. NuWay-K&H made 
a firm offer to purchase the store 
and continue selling both groceries 
and fuel.  The shareholders voted 
unanimously to sell. Today, Hometown 
Market continues providing all the 
necessities for Thompson residents. 
 
After Thompson had all the necessities, 
the need for a good education 
system arose. The school district in 
town partnered with neighboring 
communities to create a unified 
educational department known as 
the North Iowa School District. Until a 
few years ago, this district operated 
campuses in Thompson and Buffalo 
Center before becoming a single 
campus in Buffalo Center. Therefore, 
the old school building in Thompson 
was put up for sale. It was quickly 
purchased by two Thompson School 
alumni in 2015, who began renovating 
both the older (1915) and newer 

(1960s) portions of the building into 
apartments. The town’s old school 
then came to be known as Thompson 
Apartments, and future plans for more 
housing on the land behind the school 
were also made. 
Alongside the food and history, one 
of Thompson’s main attractions is 
the annual Winnebago County Fair. 
Every July, crowds flock to Thompson’s 
fairgrounds, located on the south side 
of town, to see everything from youth 
4-H projects, animal presentations 
and horse shows to grandstand 
entertainment such as live band 
performances, demo derbies, rodeos 
and “celebrity” donkey races. When 
the county fair ends, the fairgrounds 
can be utilized for a variety of events 
and activities throughout the rest 
of the year. If you are interested in 
having an event here, contact the fair 
office at 641-584-2011. 

Now, with a little taste of what the 
community of Thompson has to offer, 
come decide for yourself what makes 
Thompson “A Good Place to Call 
Home.” Whether it’s the food, people, 
history or the county fair, everyone 
can find their reason for being in 
Thompson, Iowa.

Platted in 1892, the City of Thompson 
in Winnebago County, Iowa was 
established after the railroad came to 
town, and was incorporated in 1894. 
Named after Jasper Thompson, the 
president and general manager of 
the Town Lot Company which sold lots 
for settlement and development, the 

town then began a slow growth. While 
Mr. Thompson originally estimated 
the town’s population to grow to 
1,000 within a year, by 1915 it had 
only attracted 425 citizens. In 2010, it 
still hadn’t reached his goal, with a 
population of 502 according to the 
U.S. Census. Nevertheless, the town 
flourished in other ways. It has since 
grown into a pleasant community with 
affordable housing, city municipal 
services and a variety of family-owned 
businesses providing the town’s 
citizens with employment and services 
for the community. 
 
Despite the small population, 
Thompson has always maintained a 
vibrant Main Street. In the past, the 
streets were lined with a creamery, 
meat locker, general stores, hotels, 
restaurants and banks. One business 
has a special tie to the community. 
Hometown Market, a grocery store, 
convenience store, restaurant/deli 
and gas station all rolled into one, 
is a business that was built by the 

THOMPSONTHOMPSON
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CITY HALL
167 2nd Ave. W
641-584-2785
Monday - Wednesday, Friday 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

THOMPSON PUBLIC LIBRARY & COMMUNITY CENTER
102 Jackson St.
641-584-2829
www.thompsonpubliclibrary.org
Tuesday, Thursday 9 - 11:30 a.m. & 2 - 5 p.m.;
Wednesday 2 - 6 p.m.; Friday 2 - 5 p.m.;
Saturday 9 - 11 a.m.

UNITED STATES POST OFFICE
132 N Jackson St.
641-584-2460
Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - Noon
Saturday 8 - 10:45 a.m.

UTILITIES
Electricity  Alliant Energy 800-255-4268
Phone WCTA 641-592-6105
Water/Sewer City of Thompson 641-584-2785
Garbage Waste Management 641-584-2785

COMMUNITY INFORMATION
Fire Chief Steve Olson 641-584-2758
Fire Department 142 Jackson St. 641-584-2890
Athletic Boosters  Doug Ostermann     641-562-2037
Brownies/Daisies Cheri Niccum     641-420-2945
County Maintenance Shop 177 1st Ave. W 641-584-2950
County Mechanic Shop 11692 Highway 9 641-584-2420
Girl Scouts  Tammy Good     641-494-9922
Grant Gleaners 4-H Club  Extension Office     641-584-2261
Lions Club John Jacobs    641-584-2818
Music Boosters  Joyce Elman     641-561-2463
North Iowa Ministerial Assn.  Rev. Bill Peake     641-590-1901
TCDG Ade Swenson    641-584-2797
Thompson Fire Hall 142 Jackson St.    641-584-2890
Thompson Museum 142 Jackson St.
 Eston Johnson    641-584-2825
 Joan Jacoboson    641-584-2295
 Mary Green    641-584-4687
Thompson Swimming Pool 356 Harrison St.    641-584-2860
Winnebago County Fair Office 264 Fairgrounds Drive    641-584-2011
Winnebago County Maintenance Shop 177 1st Ave. W 641-584-2950
Winnebago County Mechanic Shop 11692 Highway 9 641-584-2420

Advance Concrete INC.
11475 Highway 9 
641-584-2080

Ag Advantage Systems 
INC. 
11600 Highway 9 
641-584-2600

Ag Construction Services 
& Equipment 
46161 100th Ave. 
641-584-2668

Bethany Lutheran Church
183 2nd Ave. E 
641-584-2535

Boyken Insurance Agency
11723 Highway 9 
515-928-2085

Branding Iron, The  
135 Jackson St. 
641-584-2912

Bucket’s Bar & Grill
146 Jackson St. 
641-584-2820

Carquest 
11475 Highway 9 
641-584-2100

Christensen Farms 
11400 450th St. 
641-584-2694

Cutting Edge, The 
204 1st Ave. E 
641-584-2790

Dan’s Repair & Machine
103 1st Ave. E 
641-584-2434

Dekalb Asgrow Seed 
42496 80th Ave. 
641-584-2256

Farm Bureau Office & 
Financial Services 
106 Adams St. S 
641-584-2265

Farm Service Agency
173 1st Ave. E 
641-584-2221

Fleener Auto & Repair
11475 Highway 9 
641-584-2100

Fleener’s 66 Car Wash
307 1st Ave.

Heartland Power 
Cooperative
216 Jackson St. 
641-584-2251

Holland Pork, LLC 
46497 80th Ave. 
641-584-2453

Hometown Market 
11717 Highway 9 
641-584-2300

K1 Excavating & Drainage
12060 Highway 9 
641-584-2307

Landus Cooperative 
425 Harrison St. N 
641-584-2271

Leisure Apartments
641-596-0101

NSB Bank
11723 Highway 9 
641-584-2275

NRCS 
163 1st Ave. E 
641-584-2275

Precision Tank 
105 Jackson St. 
641-584-2900

Reimann Repair 
224 First Ave. E. 
641-596-0101

Rembrandt Enterprises INC.
13780 450th St. 
641-584-2050

Rolling Prairie Alpacas, LLC
14274 470th St. 
641-584-2010

Shear Designs 
127 1st Ave. W 
641-584-2930

Shropshire Lumber INC.
151 Jackson St. N 
641-584-2555

Smithfield Hog Buying
11991 Highway 9 
641-584-2777

Thompson Apartments 
641-592-3090

Trinity Lutheran Church
10681 500th St. 
641-584-2743

Winnebago County 
Extension 
183 1st Ave. E 
641-584-2261

Winnebago Insurance 
Agency-Crop Division
122 Jackson St. N 
641-584-2060

Zion Evangelical Lutheran 
Church 
226 Monroe St. 
641-584-2002
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13780 450th Street - Thompson, Iowa 50478 -  (641) 584-2050 

centrumvalleyfarms.applytojob.com 

Our family-owned company is one of the largest egg producers in the United 
States and brings together several farms in Iowa and Ohio, which are owned 

by farm families with deep roots in egg production.  

Visit us today! 

JOBS AVAILABLE! 
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BOLANBOLAN

The only village located in Barton 
Township, Worth County, Iowa, is 
Bolan. It had its beginning when the 
Chicago Great Western Railroad was 
constructed in 1886 and named by 
the railroad roadmaster at that time, 
his name being Matt Bolan.  The town 
was platted in December of 1885 and 
recorded in February 1886 on land 
owned by Anna Alexander.
 
William Klinefelter began preaching in 
1892, in a schoolhouse one mile north 
of Bolan.  Under the leadership of Rev. 
Charles Lang, the United Evangelical 
Church at Bolan was organized, and 
in February 1895, the building was 
dedicated.  
 
In the early 1900s, Bolan had a 
church, depot, elevator, grocery 
store, post office (1886-1934), two 
blacksmith shops, cream buying 
station, stockyards, coal and lumber 
yards and a school (1923-56) on the 
corner a quarter mile west.  There were 
passenger and freight trains daily. In the 
1986 centennial book, it mentions that 
families populated to 75 people in the 
Barton village. Family names included: 
Kenison, Whitcomb, Mowers, Thon, 
Hummel, Krusemark, Birdsall, Benish, 
Wambeam, Gearhart,White, Perkins, 
Smith, Olsen, DeMaris, West, Carberry, 
Anderson, Seater, McCready, Steiger, 
Burnett, Colby, Erdmann and no doubt 
many more.

There were rural schools one mile 
north and one mile south of Bolan. In 
1922, the south school burned, and 
the board decided to rebuild at the 
Bolan corner and combine the two 
into one two-room school. Barton No. 
2 closed in 1956.  Arthur H. White and 
wife Ruth purchased the closed school 
and moved it to Bolan’s Main Street 
to replace the old store.  It served as 
a grocery store until 1971, then Ruth’s 
antique store. George Hansen made 
Bolan the “Wagon Capitol of Iowa” 
and sold lots of tile to area farmers.  
The school structure was an implement 
farm and feed store until 2002.  
 
In 2007, an 11-member nonprofit Bolan 
Schoolhouse & Cultural Center board 
was formed, and Barton No. 2 has 
since been restored and refurbished. 
It serves as, “A place where friends 
meet.” Educational and entertaining 
programs are hosted by the BSCC and 
the two-level, handicap accessible 
building is available to the public for 
rent. The upper level has the original 
wood flooring and bell to ring. The 
1940s 18’x 10’ school stage curtain 
with 29 businesses advertised has 
been replicated and is on display. 
The lower level has a full kitchen, 
tables and chairs for seating 80, and 
a bathroom with shower, washer 
and dryer. The BSCC is a member of 
“warmshowers.org” and has hosted 
overnight bicycling guests from all over 

the world. The organization is currently 
working on moving, rehabilitating, 
and restoring Grandma Sina White’s 
home to its 1940s look. The history of 
her immigration from Denmark and 
her family’s life in Bolan and Worth 
County will be displayed along with a 
special WWII exhibit and tribute to her 
grandson Kenneth Paulson who was 
killed in Normandy in 1944.
 
Vacation Bible School is held for 
one full week in June after the Worth 
County Fair and hosts an average of 60 
children Pre-K through 5th grade with 
just as many volunteers. This has been 
a shared ecumenical event in the area 
for a number of years. Trinity United 
Methodist Church of Bolan celebrated 
its 125th anniversary in 2020. Weekly 
Sunday services are held at 9:10 a.m. 
with Pastor Cory Allard at the pulpit, 
followed by coffee fellowship. 
 

The Bolan Community has held 
fundraisers over the years to produce 
a railroad-themed park for the public 
to enjoy. It is parallel to the location of 
the railroad that was pulled out in the 
1980s. It has a four-piece train, depot 
replica, water tower sand box, teeter-
totter, swings and picnic tables. At 
Christmas time, the community takes 
pride in ‘lighting up the town,” making 
the cruise on Tuplip Lane worth it.
 
Bolan hosts an annual fall event 
each year on the third Saturday 
of September.  There is a pancake 
breakfast by the BSCC, UMW Bazaar 
and luncheon, multi-route bicycle ride, 
live music, craft and produce vendors 
along the street. Watch for the Bolan 
Schoolhouse & Cultural Center to 
host educational and entertaining 
programs throughout the year. Visit 
www.bolaniowa.com.
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Fertile dates back to the arrival of 
William Rhodes, a Canadian who 
came to Iowa in August of 1856. He and 
other early pioneer settlers selected this 
area because of its location near the 
Beaver and Lime Rivers. This region has 
always been a popular area due to 
the vast supply of timber and water. 
Rhodes used these nearby resources to 
build a mill to process wheat into flour 
on the banks of Lime River, now known 
as the Winnebago River. 
 
Along with the early settlers, Native 
Americans also played a part in Fertile’s 
history. The Winnebago River is named 
for the tribe whose last Iowa home was 
south of town. There is also evidence 
of Indian battle grounds north of town 
and burial sites along the river. 
 
Today, Fertile remains a small, beautiful 
river town that is defying the odds – it 
was one of several small towns to 
grow in the last census. Along with this, 
Fertile’s citizens have a lot to celebrate. 
 

They honor their hometown each year 
during Fertile Days, which features a 
parade, a walk/run event, bed and 
golf-cart races, a live band, a free 
community meal and several kids’ 
activities including face painting and 
inflatable rides. 
 
Located right on the Winnebago 
River, Fertile offers plenty of outdoor 
activities, such as canoeing/kayaking 
and fishing. The town’s event centers 
such as Rhodes Island Park draw guests 
to the town every year to appreciate 
the dam, mill and footbridge. 
 
Beaver Creek Gardens, Inc. offers 
a unique opportunity for customers 
to pre-order fresh, locally grown 
vegetables. Bulk tomatoes and 
peppers are also available for canning 
by calling in advance. In the spring, 
their greenhouse is open on the 
weekends beginning around Mother’s 
Day and offers specialty annuals, 
hanging baskets, planters and a large 
variety of peppers and tomato plants 

FERTILEFERTILE
for your garden. In the fall, pumpkins, 
squash and gourds are for sale at the 
end of the driveway for fall decorators. 
The local business welcomes you to 
enjoy the fruit of their land, just make 
sure to call ahead at 641-590-3102 or 
check their Facebook page.
 
Along with offering plenty of activities, 
Fertile is also an ideal place to raise a 
family. Fertile is in the Forest City School 
District, which offers a top-notch 
educational system complete with 
sports, theater, band and many more 
extra-curricular activities. Additionally, 
Fertile’s Little League program is one of 
the best in the area. 
 
Gifted to the community from William 
Rhodes, the William Rhodes Island 
Park and its recreational facilities 
have been greatly improved by the 
local Lions Club over the years. Such 
improvements include replacing 
the wood band stand with a sturdier 
one made of brick and cement 
and building concrete tennis and 
basketball courts. Private parties also 
pitched in and installed a horseshoe 
court and a large fireplace. The park 
also includes two shelter houses, a 
wood burning fireplace and an original 
grinding stone from the mill, making 
the park a great place to spend a lazy 
afternoon and get a breath of fresh air. 
 
The mill and wood dam were both 
constructed in 1858 by William Rhodes. 
The pair were originally used for milling 
lumber but were converted for grain 
milling in 1868 and continued in that 
capacity through the 1930s. The 
wooden dam was replaced with a 
concrete dam around 1917. Today, 
the mill is presently available for 
vacation rental. 
 

Other historic structures in the park are 
the William Rhodes Log Cabin and the 
Veterans Monument, which was built 
in 1956 by the Veterans of the Fertile 
Community. The group dedicated the 
memorial in the park to the memory 
of those servicemen who made the 
ultimate sacrifice for their country 
during the two World Wars and the 
Korean War. The monument still stands 
in William Rhodes Island Park. 
 
Across the bridge from the park sits 
Fertile’s Creamery, which was founded 
in 1896 and whose original location 
at the west end of Main Street was 
where milk was taken to be separated. 
Later, farmers purchased their own 
separators and the creamery was 
then used to churn cream into butter. 
In 1908, the firm built a brick building 
toward the east end of town next to 
the Winnebago River. By 1964, the 
creamery’s volume totaled more 
than 30,000 pounds of butter churned 
and wrapped. Operation ceased in 
December of 1971, along with various 
other creameries in northern Iowa, due 
to the decline in family farm milking 
herds as most farmers switched to 
only grain farming. After 75 years, the 
Fertile Cooperative Dairy Association, 
the oldest creamery in Worth County, 
liquidated its assets through an auction 
sale of buildings and equipment. 
Today, the Creamery building is a 
private residence. The owner operates 
a bed & breakfast and attracts many 
guests, including international visitors. 
 
Farther away from the park is Chapel 
Hill, located northwest of town and 1.25 
miles east of Bluebill Avenue on 370th 
St. The hill features a miniature chapel 
with only four pews and an old pioneer 
cemetery.
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CITY HALL & COMMUNITY CENTER
3494 Eagle Ave.
641-797-2121
www.fertileiowa.us
Wednesday 1 - 5 p.m. or by appointment

FERTILE PUBLIC LIBRARY
204 W Main St.
641-797-2787
www.youseemore.com/nilc/fertilepl
Monday, Wednesday 1 - 6 p.m.
Tuesday, Thursday 3 - 6 p.m.
Friday 9 a.m. - Noon, 2 - 6 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m. - Noon

UNITED STATES POST OFFICE
112 W Main St.
641-797-2252
Monday - Friday 9:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.

UTILITIES
Electricity Alliant Energy  800-255-4268
Phone, Cable, Internet  WCTA 641-592-6105
Water/Sewer City of Fertile  641-797-2121
Garbage/Recycling  Waste Management 800-222-6214
Natural Gas Black Hills Energy 800-890-5554

COMMUNITY INFORMATION
Chapel Hill Historical Society 641-924-1180
Fertile Book Club Angie Thompson 641-797-2787
Fire Chief Mike Dahn 641-425-2931
Fire Station Mike Dahn 641-797-2238
Fertile Days Holly Lovik-Hanna 641-747-2002
 Ron Rachut 641-420-6555
Fertile Mill Ann Jones 918-630-9935
Fertile Reminder  641-896-2445
Garden Club Joyce Russell 641-590-1715
Library Friends Angie Thompson 641-797-2787

Autoworks 101 
E Main St. 
641-797-2886

Beaver Creek Gardens
106 S Hill St. 
641-590-3102

Brcka Construction 
408 348th St. 
641-797-2304

Burtness-Lundgren 
Plumbing & Heating 
213 10th Ave. S 
641-797-2680

Cafe Mir 
113 W Main St. 
641-797-2999

Church of Christ 
3493 Eagle Ave.  
641-797-2784

Fertile Market, The 
111 W Main St. 
641-512-0065

Fertile Valley Gardens
104 W Washington Ave.
641-797-2811

Hare Electric 
207 W Main St. 
641-797-2722

Haugen Lawn Service
24529 Finch Ave. 
641-590-1977

Kragel’s Christmas Trees 
& Traditions 
2837 325th St. 
641-590-2351 or 
641-590-2352

Larsen Plumbing & 
Heating 
102 W Main St. 
641-797-2219

Old Creamery Bed & 
Breakfast 
101 First St. S

Paw Prints Pet Boarding
278 340th St. 
641-797-2595

Personal Touch Beauty 
Salon 
302 S 1st St. 
641-797-2422

Plastic Injection Molders 
INC. 
109 River St. 
641-797-2265

Rachut Brothers Packing 
Shed 
3551 Dogwood Ave. 
641-797-2469

Rhodes Mill Retreat 
211 W Main St. 
918-630-9935

Tom’s Electric 
302 S 1st St. 
641-797-2223

Voortek Parts 
508 W Washington St.
641-797-2150
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Follow us on Facebook 
@ The Fertile Market 641-512-0065

Member of 
“Healthy Harvest of North Iowa” & “North Iowa Fresh”

Producer of Quality Vegetables Grown in the 
Rich Peat Soils of the Fertile Valley.

Fertile Valley Gardens

641-797-2811 • 641-420-6555
ronfvg@wctatel.net

Member of “Healthy Harvest of North Iowa” & “North Iowa Fresh”

Producer of Quality 
Vegetables Grown 

in the 
Rich Peat Soils 

of the Fertile Valley.

Fertile Valley Gardens

641-797-2811 • 641-420-6555 • ronfvg@wctatel.net
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GRAFTONGRAFTON

Platted in 1878, Grafton was originally 
settled by German immigrants who 
came to the area following the 
building of the Chicago, Milwaukee 
and St. Paul railway. With the settlers 
and the railway came a major 
growth in traffic through the area, 
and therefore the building of various 
businesses such as the Grafton Hotel, a 
cigar factory, and a mill that produced 
flax and sent the bales to the prison in 
Stillwater, Minnesota to be made into 
rope, twine, and furniture upholstery 
packing. The turkey-raising industry 
was started in the 1940’s, and inspired 
the creation of the Annual Turkey Day 
celebration, which has been part 
of the community since the 1970’s. 

Present day Grafton has several other 
ties to its long history – many of the 
original business buildings still stand 
and offer an extensive history to 
visitors of the area. The Grafton Depot, 
which was opened in 1878 and was 
in operation until 1974, is open to 
the public as a museum and is also 
on the National Register of Historic 
places. It was restored to its original 
condition in 1975-1976 and remains 
as the oldest building in Grafton. 
 
Another historical building is the 
Emmanuel Lutheran Church, which 
was built in 1936 at the height of the 
Great Depression. The church features 
original ornate carvings and stained 
glass, but its biggest attraction is 
the hand-carved Alois Lang altar. 
The altar was commissioned to the 
German wood carving artist and 
is one of only a handful of Lang’s 
artworks in the United States. You 
can also see Alois Lang’s altar for 
yourself at the Emmanuel Lutheran 
Church, located at 308 4th Ave. Call 
641-748-2736 for more information. 
 
Despite its size, the town maintains a 
wide variety of businesses including 
a bank, post office, restaurant, car 
dealership, car wash, beauty shops, 
insurance, construction businesses, 
painting services, a welding shop, 
auto body shop and auto repair. 

Grafton is also in a great location, 
being within driving distance of Mason 
City, Iowa; Rochester and Minneapolis, 
Minnesota. Additionally, the town is a 
safe, family-friendly community that 
has a unique relationship with the 
Diamond Jo Casino, which works with 
Worth Country to provide yearly funds 
to buy school supplies, and each 
high school graduate heading off to 
college receives a scholarship as well. 
The casino also gives out grants twice 
a year which benefit towns all over the 
county. Grafton has received funds 
for a new tornado siren, ball diamond 
fence, working truck with snowplow, 
generators, a new rescue vehicle, new 
shelter house roof and depot repair.

Every year, the community comes 
together for various celebrations. 
The spring is kicked off with the 
Adult Prom, held the first Saturday of 
March at the Grafton Community 
Center. Anyone over the age of 21 
is welcome to join the party. Aside 
from annual celebrations, Grafton 
offers year-round opportunities for 
activity. The Grafton Community 
Center, located at 202 6th Ave., is 
a large facility perfect for wedding 
receptions, parties, anniversaries or 
other large gatherings. The rental 
rates are very reasonable, and 
decorations are available for use at 
no extra cost. Another meeting room 
is available for smaller gatherings. For 
information on renting the Grafton 
Community Center, contact City Hall.
 
The Community Center is also home 
to the Grafton Athletic Club, which 
is complete with Nautilus equipment 
and treadmills and is open 24/7. 
 

Grafton’s City Park offers a place 
for all kinds of outdoor activities. It 
has a wading pool, a playground, 
basketball and sand volleyball 
courts and a lighted softball 
diamond. Summertime softball and 
volleyball leagues are held here. 
 
For indoor activities, head on over 
to the Grafton Public Library, whose 
collection includes over 14,000 books, 
DVDs, audio books and periodicals. 
Every June, the library offers the 
Children’s Summer Reading Program. 
There are also computers that can be 
accessed by the public. Additionally, 
the building also offers a meeting 
room to be used for educational, 
cultural, civic or public information 
events. Anyone may use the facilities 
at no cost if their meetings are 
open to the public, free of charge, 
and non-profit. Arrangements to 
use the meeting room must be 
made in advance with the librarian. 
 
For some history, you can visit the 
Grafton Heritage Museum and Depot, 
which is a restored turn-of-the-century 
railroad depot located at the west 
end of Central Avenue at 4th St. 
Contact Rose Kruger at 641-425-0042. 
 
You can also head over to the 
Bolan Schoolhouse, which was built 
in 1923 and restored by a nonprofit 
organization. The lower level serves as 
a community center and location to 
host entertaining and cultural events. 
The upper level displays educational 
and local memorabilia spanning the 
years 1923 to 1956. Contact Lori Willert 
at 641-845-2577 for more information.
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CITY HALL
109 3rd Ave.
641-748-2970
www.graftoniowa.com
Monday, Thursday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.; 
Tuesday 1 - 6 p.m.

GRAFTON PUBLIC LIBRARY
201 4th Ave., PO Box 25
641-748-2735
www1.youseemore.com/nilc/Grafton
graftonlib@wctatel.net
Tuesday - Friday 2 - 6:30 p.m.; 
Saturday 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

GRAFTON COMMUNITY CENTER & FITNESS CENTER
202 6th Ave.
641-748-2970 (Community Center)
641-748-2945 (Grafton Fitness Center)
www.graftoniowa.com

UNITED STATES POST OFFICE
311 3rd St. 
641-748-2720
Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - Noon; 
Saturday 7 - 8:45 a.m.

UTILITIES
Electricity  City of Grafton  641-748-2970
Phone, Cable, Internet  WCTA  641-592-6105
Phone, Cable, Internet  Mediacom  866-550-8636
Water/Sewer/Garbage/Recycling City of Grafton 641-748-2970
Gas Private LP tanks

COMMUNITY INFO
4-H Kris Tabbert 641-390-0341
Fire Chief Cole Feldt 641-420-6118
Fire Department 107 3rd Ave. 641-748-2190
Grafton Car Wash 305 4th Ave. 641-748-2945
Grafton Heritage Depot Museum Rose Kruger 641-425-0042
Grafton Rescue Steve Yezek 641-430-5682
Grafton Turkey Day Brad Dalluge 641-748-2029

GRAFTON HERITAGE GRAFTON HERITAGE 
DEPOT MUSEUMDEPOT MUSEUM

This depot was built in 1878 by the Chicago-
Milwaukee and St. Paul Railroad on the branch 
line from Mason City, Iowa to Austin, Minnesota 

and was in use until October 1974.
Call to arrange your tour!

GRAFTONIOWA.COMGRAFTONIOWA.COM
 641.425.0042

1st Insurance Agency
302 4th Ave. 
641-748-2789

Braun Industries, INC. 
641-748-2295
2249 390th St.

Bruesewitz Motors INC.
308 3rd St. 
641-748-2945

Charlson Body Repair
3953 Warbler Ave. 
641-748-2117

Emmanuel Lutheran 
Church 
308 4th Ave. 
641-748-2736

Farmers State Bank 
302 4th Ave. 
641-748-2222

Grafton J-Mart 
311 3rd St. 
641-748-2444

Grafton Welding 
3979 Warbler Ave. 
641-748-2290

Gobbler’s Roost 
306 3rd St. 
641-748-2225

Hair Solutions 
201 4th St. 
641-748-2210

Homes Construction 
502 2nd St. 
641-748-2550

Kruger Construction 
101 3rd St. 
641-748-2914

Law Office of James W. 
Hackbart, PLC 
304 3rd St. 
641-748-2771

Lori’s Country Hair Care
2153B 390th St. 
641-748-2350

Marsh Painting & 
Boomtruck Service 
2153B 390th St.
641-748-2301

Nack Agri-Mart, INC. 
305 3rd St. 
641-748-2202

Randy’s Repair 
404 2nd St.
641-748-2149

Sliger Construction 
314 3rd St. 
641-420-1919

TMW Tunes DJ Service
303 2nd St.
507-438-1445

Viafield Cooperative 
208 3rd St.
641-748-2291

Viafield Fertilizer Plant
3989 Warbler Ave.
641-748-2786

Grafton Community
Center

rental spaCe available for 
events, parties, & reCeptions

641-748-2970

3979 WARBLER AVE. PO BOX 124, GRAFTON, IA 50440
664411..774488..22229900

50440
GRAFTON
RESIDENT INFORMATION

GRAFTON
A COMPLETE LIST OF BUSINESSES
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Hanlontown owes its beginning to 
the building of the Iowa Minnesota 
and North Western Railroad by W. 
E. Brice and associates. As land was 
acquired, fourteen townsites were 
out along the line. The line was sold 
to the Chicago Northwestern Railroad 
before construction began but Brice 
and associates retained rights to the 
townsites organizing themselves as the 
Iowa-Minnesota Townsite Company. 
Hanlontown was plated on October 
9, 1899 and named for Frank J. Hanlon 
who was secretary of the Townsite 
Company. Official incorporation 
occurred in 1902.
 
Today, Hanlontown maintains its ideal 
location on Iowa Highway 9, as it is 
located 2 hours north of Des Moines, 2 
hours south of Minneapolis, and 3 miles 
west of I-35. The population is around 
200 and has sustained that number 
since it was founded. 
 

The residents of Hanlontown are a 
strong community. One of these is 
the Community Club, which offers 
membership to anyone that lives in 
the area. The club is responsible for 
operating the Ice Cream Parlor at 
Heritage Park in Forest City. With the 
earnings from ice cream sales, the club 
sponsors an annual Easter Egg Hunt 
and Halloween Costume Party. They 
have also provided many community 
improvements such as the Hanlontown 
sign at Highway 9 and Main Street. 
Additionally, between the years of 
1999 and 2020, they awarded $22,600 
in scholarships to Hanlontown area 
high school graduates. 
 
Another club in town is the Garden 
Club, which is a social and learning 
group focused on gardening, growth, 
care and activities centered around 
plants and nature’s rewards. The 
club is open to all ages and meets 
in the Community Center, with an 

HANLONTOWNHANLONTOWN
occasional visit to surrounding points 
of interest. The club is partnered with 
the town’s Park Board to take on the 
responsibility of maintaining the City 
Park and town sign. To encourage 
youth in gardening, the club also hosts 
an “Adopt-A-Planter” competition for 
Main Street during the summer.

POP, or Preserving Our Past, is another 
important organization in Hanlontown 
and has taken the responsibility for 
making the Citizens Saving Bank 
building and the Sime-Oswald Log 
Cabin available to the public. It also 
operates a local history museum within 
the Citizens Savings Bank building. 
 
Hanlontown also has a newsletter 
called The Sundowner, that has been 
active since 1980, which helps many 
former residents maintain a connection 
with the community that they once 
lived in. 

Religion exists within many 
denominations throughout the area. 
While Hanlontown has one church, 
many other churches are located 
within 15 miles of town. Hope United 
Lutheran Parish (ELCA) consists of 
Grace Lutheran Church of Hanlontown 
and Bethlehem Lutheran Church of 
Manly, Iowa. Brush Point Cemetery is 
located between Hanlontown and 
Fertile, Iowa on Highway 9. It is owned 
and operated by Grace Lutheran and 
Fertile Lutheran.
 
Hanlontown has one traditional annual 
celebration which has been in place 
since 1980 when the town began 
to honor the Summer Solstice. Here, 
the sun sets between the rails of the 
Union Pacific Railroad line that runs 
through the community. This event is 
celebrated in June and on the evening 
of the Summer Solstice when Ice Cream 
Sundays are served at the tracks. 

Everyone agrees that the biggest of 
all these Sundown celebrations was in 
2001 when Bill Geist of CBS produced 
a segment on Sundown Days for CBS 
Sunday Morning. This segment may 
be seen at the Citizens Savings Bank 
Museum in town. 
 
One of the town’s most valued 
amenities is the Hanlontown Fire 
Department, which was organized 
in 1901 as the Hanlontown Hook and 
Ladder Company. Originally, this 
organization was staffed by volunteers 
equipped with only ladders and 
buckets to fight the flames within 
the town. Today, the Hanlontown 
Fire Department is an ISO Class 6 fire 
department and is the best rated of 
its kind in Worth County. Though it is still 
staffed with volunteers, the department 
has many more responsibilities. Along 
with providing fire protection, a number 
of volunteers also provide emergency 
medical services and technical rescue 
services for a 55 square mile fire district 
in Worth and Cerro Gordo Counties. 
 
While home to one of the best fire 
departments, Hanlontown is also home 
to some of the finest parks of any 
community its size in northern Iowa. 
The parks are administered by the Park 
Board and are a result of countless 
hours of volunteer time. Therefore, they 
attract many families, groups, and 
travelers each year. 
 
One such park is the Mini Rock Park 
located near the museum. The park’s 
rock structures remain alongside William 
Loveless’ fishpond and miniature 
church that he built behind his butcher 
shop in 1935 after visiting the Grotto in 
West Bend. In 1967, the Blossom Belles 
Garden Club cleaned up the area and 
Henry Doebel suggested the name. As 
a result, Mini Rock Park was born.
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CITY HALL & COMMUNITY CENTER
214 Main St., PO Box 5
641-896-3570
www.hanlontown.org
Mondays 1 - 5 p.m.

HANLONTOWN PUBLIC LIBRARY
214 Main St.
641-896-2888
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 3 - 7 p.m.; 
Wednesday 9 a.m. - 1p.m.; 
Saturday 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
www.youseemore.com/NILC/Kinney

UNITED STATES POST OFFICE
201 Main St. 
641-896-2921
Monday - Friday 7 a.m. - 1 p.m.; 
Saturday 7 - 9 a.m.

UTILITIES
Electricity  Alliant Energy  800-255-4268
Phone, Cable, Internet  WCTA  641-592-6105
Garbage/Recycling Absolute Waste Removal 641-357-4517
Water City of Hanlontown 641-896-3570
Sewer Private Septic
Natural Gas Black Hills Energy 800-890-5554

COMMUNITY INFORMATION
Community Bank Museum Lynn Sorenson 641-896-3592
Community Club  Bob Michaelis 641-896-2472
Fire Chief Blayne Brunsvold 641-896-2001
Garden Club Marilyn Miemi 641-797-2486
Preserving our Past (POP) Lynn Sorenson 641-896-3592
Sundower Marilyn Miemi 641-797-2486
Sundown Days Shannon Warren 641-909-4014

www.KidPowerPedalPulls.com

109 Main Street • Hanlontown, IA
641-425-6211

Find out where our next pull is
on our website calendar!

Join the Fun, Fast-Growing sport of 
Pedal Pulling!

This sport can compliment any town event, county 
fair, or church event. It combines family entertainment, 

sportsmanship and good clean fun. Kids ages 4 through 
11 compete against kids from their own age group. The 

pull can be state sanctioned to qualify the top two in each 
age group to participate in the State Pedal Tractor Pull. 
From there, the top boys and the top two girls in each 
group can compete in the National Pedal Tractor Pull.

50444
HANLONTOWN
RESIDENT INFORMATION

Blue House Pottery
410 Fertile St.
641-529-0247

BMC Aggregates LC 
3446 Fir Ave. 
641-797-2211

Bruns Brothers Farms 
539 350th St. 
641-797-2203

Callow’s Lawn Service
23188 Hickory Ave. 
641-797-2523

Clear Lake Power & 
Equipment 
3938 Finch Ave. 
641-588-3006

Five Star Cooperative
16 Main St. 
641-896-2610

Grace Lutheran Church
302 E 4th St. 
641-896-2311

Iowa DOT  
753 Highway 9
641-896-3100 

Kid Power Pedal Tractor 
Pulls, LLC 
106 E 2nd St. 
641-896-3148

Kinney-Lindstrom 
Foundation Incoporated
203 Main St. 
641-896-3888

Mobility RV 
818 Highway 9 
641-896-2222

POET Biorefining 
Hanlontown, LLC
3638 Fir Ave. 
641-896-2500

Stromley’s Repair LLC 
103 Highway 9 
641-896-2200

A COMPLETE LIST OF BUSINESSES
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JOICEJOICE

Joice had its beginning as a town 
with the coming of the railroad in 
1899, though people had settled in 
the vicinity and were active in the 
community long before the actual 
founding of the town. 
 
The town was named after P.M. Joice, 
a Lake Mills banker, who was part of 
a group of men living in communities 
along the proposed rail line that 
had foreseen the opportunity and 
purchased land for town sites in the 
area. The town site was purchased 
from O.J. Hogan for $50 per acre, 
though history shows there were 
several owners of the land from 1858 to 
that time. 
 
The original town contained 16 300-foot 
blocks which were platted and filed 
with the recorder in October of 1899. 
Incorporation took place at an election 
held on April 12, 1913, when the town’s 
first mayor, K. Nelson was elected. 
 
Before being officially named a town, 
the area of Joice was already home 
to several businesses prior to 1900, 
including Tenold’s Store, Nordland 
store and creamery, a blacksmith 
shop, Suby store and creamery 
and a store and creamery at Bristol. 
Additionally, there were a stockyard 
and a box car set up to serve as a 
depot that had been built next to the 

railroad. In 1901, two elevators were 
built and began operating. One of the 
elevators was purchased in 1906 by 
Farmers Cooperative Society of Joice 
while the other burned down in 1920. 
 
Over the next 20 years, Joice grew 
to be a business center with several 
general stores and businessmen in 
the area. T.O. Gordon, who operated 
one of the general stores for many 
years, said to those who were price 
conscious about the current and 
future times, “There was no such thing 
as supermarkets at that time. A general 
store was on the order of a trading 
post. The farmers brought in their eggs, 
poultry and butter, and took out in 
exchange such items as they needed 
for their families.”
 
Early business enterprises included a 
drug store called Jack Flaherty Druggist, 
two hardware stores, an implement 
shop, a tin shop, a blacksmith shop, a 
bank, a restaurant, a harness ship, a 
meat market and a shoe shop. 
 
O.A. Bakken was the first postmaster 
in Joice, followed by C.A. Ingwell and 
M.O. Evans. Knut Trustem was the mail 
carrier, who after leaving Leverson farm 
wouldn’t see another dwelling until he 
reached Mason City, where he picked 
up the mail and made deliveries on his 
way back. 

Today, Joice continues to be home to 
thriving businesses in the community 
and the immediate surrounding area. 
Joice is well positioned for future 
business growth and development, 
with new municipal city utilities 
completed and being located only 
four to five miles west of I-35. 
 
The town implemented a municipal 
water and wastewater system along 
with an annexation of additional 
property into city limits. Presently, the city 
offers garbage pickup and recycling 
services for its residents through 
contracts with providers. The city also 
provides snow plowing in the winter 
and year-round road maintenance. 
The city council is a progressive group 
always looking for new opportunities to 
improve their community.
 
The children of the community enroll 
in the Lake Mills Community School 
District (LMCS) and are bused from 
Joice to Lake Mills daily for classes. 
LMCS is a K-12 school all located on 
one campus. 

The Top of Iowa Car Show is held 
annually in July. For outdoor activities, 
the Joice Community Park is a great 
place to get some fresh air. The park 
is in the center of town and is a point 
of pride for the residents who work 
very hard to keep their park clean and 
looking great for all. It includes a shelter 
house, picnic tables and playground 
equipment for young and older 
children. There is plenty of parking 
along the streets adjacent to the park. 
 
The Joice Fire Department is an 
active group of volunteers within the 
community. They make it a priority to 
stay current on their training to provide 
the best service to their town and 
the surrounding area. A number of 
firefighters are also volunteering and 
serve as First Responders for all medical 
needs. This service assures that the 
residents have someone to help them 
if the need ever arises. 
 
Chapel Hill, located south of town at 
270 370th St., is a historical landmark 
that includes a small church with four 
pews and a pioneer cemetery. Call 
641-588-3333 for more information.
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CITY HALL
102 N State St.
641-588-3017
By appointment only

JOICE COMMUNITY CENTER
106 Main St.
641-588-3017

JOICE PUBLIC LIBRARY
102 N State St. 
641-588-3330
www.youseemore.com/nilc/Joice
Tuesday 9 a.m. - Noon, 1-6 p.m.; 
Wednesday & Thursday 1 - 6 p.m.;
Friday 1 - 5 p.m.; 
Saturday 9 - 11 a.m. 

UNITED STATES POST OFFICE
112 Main St.
641-588-3545
Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - Noon; 
Saturday 8:30 - 9:30 a.m.

UTILITIES
Electricity Alliant Energy  800-255-4268
Phone, Cable, Internet  WCTA  641-592-6105
Water/Sewer City of Joice 641-588-3017
Garbage/Recycling  Peterson Sanitation 641-592-0271
Natural Gas Black Hills Energy 800-890-5554

COMMUNITY INFORMATION
Fire Chief Mark DeLawyer 641-588-3486
Fire Hall 205 Main St.  641-588-3310
Senior Citizens Beverly Attig 641-588-3017
Top of IA Car Show Barry Anonson 641-588-3129

A1 Excavating & 
Drainage INC. 
505 410th St. 
641-588-3576

Anderson Insurance 
103 Franke St. 
641-588-3537

AMO Craft Barn 
480 410th St. 
641-588-3332

Bethany Lutheran Church
201 Franke St. 
641-588-3366

Bethel Lutheran Brethren 
Church 
3906 Bluebill Ave. 
641-588-3460

Blue Earth Monument Sales
3657 Apple Ave. 
641-588-3701

Brian Nettleton Excavating 
INC.
269 370th St. 
641-425-1753

Camelot Equestrian Center
3862 Dogwood Ave. 
641-588-3372

Country View Acres 
628 430th St. 
641-590-5960

Eliot INC.
505 410th St. 
641-588-3546

Farmers State Bank 
116 Main St. 
641-588-3121

Five Star Cooperative
355 410th St. 
641-588-3111

Gavilon Grain, LLC 
104 S Front St. 
641-588-3131

Northern Iowa 
Windpower, LLC 
4119 Evergreen Ave. 
641-588-3800

O’Donnell Appliance 
Recycling 
480 410th St. 
641-588-3332

Shryock Racing 
Components
109 Main St. 
641-588-3130

Worth County Shop 
203 N Western St. 
641-588-3535

50446
JOICE
RESIDENT INFORMATION

JOICE
A COMPLETE LIST OF BUSINESSES

AMO Craft Barn
480 410th Street 

One mile East of Joice
(at the appliance recycling place)

One of a Kind Crafts
Original Art

Upcycle & Collectibles
Antiques 

Craft Supply Overstock
Watch for closings on 

Facebook

641-588-3332
Tues - Sat: 10AM to 4PM
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Kensett was first settled in 1872 by 
Thomas Kensett, a Baltimore oyster 
packer who came to the area while 
working for the Central of Iowa 
Railroad. He had promised to build 
a church for the community if they 
named the town after him. The town 
kept up their end of the bargain while 
Kensett did not. However, the town 
overcame that hurdle and continued 
to build businesses and homes, resulting 
in a flourishing community.
 
Though the city faced its hardships 
with nature, such as enduring major 
fires in 1901 and 1907, it continued 
to thrive. It is said to have been the 
first town in Worth County to have 
electricity. It once had seven gas 
stations, seven taverns, and three 
grocery stores and more than its share 
of mostly Scandinavian characters 
and celebrities. 
 
One of these characters and celebrities 
is Hans Langseth, who is credited 
with holding the world record for the 
longest beard, 17 feet and 6 inches of 

beard to be exact. After immigrating 
to the United States from Norway in 
1846 and settling in Kensett, Langseth 
stopped shaving after he entered a 
beard growing contest. 
 
Proud of his accomplishment, Hans 
spent some time traveling with a circus 
show where he came to be known 
as King Whiskers as he showed off his 
beard to the public. He soon tired of 
the nonbelievers who yanked his beard 
to see if it was real and left the circus. 
After many years of farming, Hans 
died in North Dakota in 1927, leaving 
his children with a final wish. After his 
open-casket funeral, he wanted to 
have his beard cut off and stored for 
posterity. His son acquiesced and 
lopped off his father’s beard before 
the casket was buried. For decades, 
the beard was boxed away in an attic 
until Langseth’s son Russell donated it 
to the Smithsonian. 
 
Later, Langseth’s body was exhumed 
and moved to the Elk Creek Church 
Cemetery to be alongside his wife who 

KENSETTKENSETT
passed away years earlier. Another 
celebrity who came out of Kensett 
was Clarence E. Locke, who is known 
for inventing the adding machine. 
Locke was born in Wisconsin in 1866 
and graduated from Cornell College 
in Mount Vernon, Iowa, in 1892 with a 
bachelor’s degree in civil engineering. 
After getting married and having a 
daughter, he worked for some time in 
Minnesota as a civil engineer before 
joining his father’s lumberyard business 
in Kensett. During that time, he was also 
manufacturing the adding machine 
within his own company known as 
C.E. Locke Manufacturing Co. Locke 
was soon the holder of two U.S. and 
two German patents for a calculating 
device known as the Locke Adder.  
 
Today, this long history still exists 
within Kensett, which is now a small 
rural community offering many 
opportunities. The town has a great 
location on Highway 65 as it is only 
15 miles north of Mason City, Iowa, 23 
miles south of Albert Lea, Minnesota, 
and 7 miles east of the I-35 exit #208. 
The town’s school system is Northwood-
Kensett Community Schools located 
in Northwood. The district provides 
many opportunities for students to 
excel in a small school atmosphere 
with individual attention from staff and 
teachers. There is also a scholarship 
program providing scholarships for 
every graduating student living in 
Worth County.
 
Kensett celebrates the town and its 
residents with their Town & Country 
Festival. The event features a picnic, 
as well as music, good food, a half 
day tractor ride, kids’ games, horse 

and buggy rides, Smiley Train rides for 
the kids and much more. The family-
friendly event will keep everyone busy 
for the day.  
 
The Kensett Fire Department is a 
volunteer organization that is very 
active within the community. The fire 
department also holds an Annual 
Open House during the weekend of 
the National Fire Prevention Week in 
October and an Annual Soup Supper 
as a fundraising opportunity in February 
at the Bethany Lutheran Church in 
Kensett.  
 
The Kensett Lions Club is an organization 
instrumental in supporting the Kensett 
Little League baseball program.  The 
Lions are a service club which raises 
funds to be spent in the community. 
Their larger projects include buying the 
curtain for the gymnasium and building 
a park with a shelter house, tables and 
benches along Highway 65. The club 
also helped considerably in getting the 
Kensett Library started, and they are 
prolonged sponsors of the Boy Scouts, 
Cub Scouts, the Midget and PeeWee 
Baseball program and the Red Cross 
swimming program. 
 
Other community programs include 
the Izaak Walton League, which was 
organized in 1956 and built the chapter 
house in 1960 where meetings and 
several fish fries are held. The Green 
Shamrocks 4-H Club, which is heavily 
involved in community service, and 
the Brookfield Boosters 4-H Club, a 
girl/boy club that is involved in many 
agriculture areas are also held in the 
clubhouse.
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CITY HALL
207 5th St.
641-845-2388
www.kensettia.com
Tuesday - Thursday 7:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

KENSETT COMMUNITY CENTER
300 Willow St., PO Box 95
641-845-2900
Rental Info: 641-845-2388
www.kensettia.com

KENSETT PUBLIC LIBRARY
214 5th St.
41-845-2222
www.youseemore.com/nilc/kensett
Monday  9 a.m. - 2 p.m.; 
Tuesday, Thursday Noon - 6 p.m.; 
Saturday 9 a.m. - Noon

UNITED STATES POST OFFICE
300 Elm St., PO Box 95
641-845-2900
www.kensettia.com
Monday - Friday 7-11 a.m.

UTILITIES
Electricity & Natural Gas Alliant Energy  800-255-4268
Phone, Cable, Internet  WCTA  641-592-6105
Water/Sewer/Garbage/Recycling City of Kensett 641-845-2388
Worth County Rural Recycling  4125 Pheasant Ave. 641-825-2200

COMMUNITY INFORMATION
Clover Kids 4-H Theresa Cooper 641-390-0908
Fire Department 521 Elm St. 641-825-2410
Green Shamrocks 4-H Bobbi Logeman 641-845-2188
Izaak Walton League 4189 Orchid Ave. 641-845-2267
Kensett Lions Club Herb Thompson 641-590-2081
Log Cabin Museum Carolyn Loftaas 641-845-2456
Methodist Church Museum Carolyn Loftaas 641-845-2456
Town & Country Festival City of Kensett 641-845-2388

Avangrid Renewables
970 410th St. 
641-845-2340

Bice Electric 
200 5th St. 
641-390-0038

Beland Tree Service 
4324 Vine Ave. 
641-430-8413

Bethany Lutheran Church
600 5th St. 
641-845-2363

Bolan United Methodist 
Church 
4214 Tulip Lane 
641-845-2402

Bratrud Golf 
515 Maple St. 
641-845-2553

Buck’s Recycling 
1560 400th St. 
641-845-2990

D&L Equipment 
1 Maple St. 
641-845-2199

Elk Creek Lutheran Church
4108 Kildeer Ave. 
641-845-2386

Iowa’s Subtle Imagery
641-390-0349

Izaak Walton League 
4189 Orchid Ave. 
641-845-2267

Ken Schmidt Construction
216 5th St. 
641-845-2812

Luckason Cabinet Shop
1861A 430th St. 
641-845-2483

Luckason Tractor Repair
1861B 430th St. 
641-845-2999

Mike’s Old Barn 
Guns, LLC
3826 Orchid Ave. 
641-454-2954

Moonlight Floors & 
Maintenance
200 Elm St.
641-390-1000

Peterson Excavating 
812 Walnut St. 
641-845-2210

Quality Quilts & Sew 
302 6th St. 
641-845-2060

R80 LLC  
2 Maple St. 
641-845-2033

Van Butler Constrution INC.
4173B Nettle Ave. 
641-845-2288

Wild Horse Trading 
4149 Orchid Ave. 
641-845-2020

Willy’s Nillies 
1602 430th St. 
641-390-0490

Worth County Highway 
Department 
309 4th St. 
641-845-2326

50448
KENSETT
RESIDENT INFORMATION

KENSETT
A COMPLETE LIST OF BUSINESSES
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MANLYMANLY

Though Worth County was organized 
on May 1, 1858, Lincoln Township was 
set apart by the supervisors in April 
1876, when an election of officers was 
held. Lincoln township is currently a six-
mile square with 36 sections consisting 
of about 23,040 acres. The first settler 
in Lincoln township was recorded 
as Darius Garner, who came to the 
southeast corner of the township in 
1856 and lived there until his death in 
1859. 
 
The town of Manly wasn’t officially 
established until many years later 
when the railroad came to the area. 
In 1871, the Central of Iowa railroad 
laid track from Mason City through the 
future Lincoln township to Northwood. 
In 1877, the Burlington/Cedar Rapids 
& Northern Railroad (BCR&N) joined 
the Central of Iowa track with its own 
track from Plymouth Junction. This site, 
originally named Manly Junction after 
Central of Iowa’s freight agent, J.C. 
Manly, was laid out at the junction of 
two railroads – the Rock Island and the 
Chicago Great Western. In October of 
1898, Manly Junction was incorporated 
as the Town of Manly and in August 
of 1973, the Town of Manly officially 
became the City of Manly under the 
State of Iowa’s Home Rule Act. 
 
Today, Manly is a small town of 1,323 
residents and sits in a location that 
is 16 miles south of the Minnesota 
border at the Junction of Highway 65 

and Highway 9. Two major cities are 
located within 125 miles – Minneapolis/
St. Paul to the north and Des Moines to 
the south. 
 
As Manly started out as a railroad town, 
it continues to grow and develop 
around the rail industry, creating 
new jobs and a new tax base with 
each development that occurs in the 
community. One such development 
is that of the Manly Terminal north of 
town. The Manly Terminal is an ethanol 
and multi-product (caustic soda, 
sulfuric acid, HCL, oil, etc.) storage and 
reload facility on a unique 100-acre site. 
This facility is located within 300 miles of 
over half of all ethanol produced in 
the United States and offers access to 
multiple Class I rail carriers through the 
Iowa Northern Railway Company, who 
are partners in the Manly Terminal. This 
partnership allows local companies 
to ship their products via the Manly 
Terminal on the rail carriers who offer 
the best price. 
 
The Iowa Northern Railway Company 
is owned and operated by the Sabin 
family, with brothers Dan and Mark 
Sabin at the helm of the company. 
Both brothers were raised in Manly 
and felt the community was an ideal 
location to construct the Manly 
Terminal, not only for business reasons 
but also because they wanted to 
bring additional development to their 
hometown. 

The Sabin family also implemented 
the unique Manly Junction Railroad 
Museum, which documents the 
railroad history in Manly and across 
America. It includes photos, historical 
items, one-of-a-kind items and unique 
displays. The museum is open by 
appointment by calling 641-454-8029. 
Visitors can also go to the Caboose 
Museum which sits along Highway 9 in 
Manly. 

In addition to the Manly Terminal and 
the museums, there are multiple other 
developments that have happened 
within the Terminal footprint and on 
adjacent development land known 
as the Manly Logistics Park. New 
Heaven Chemical, with owners from 
India, made its first investment in the 
United States in a sodium methylate 
facility. Additionally, the Anderson 
Company has a rail car repair 
shop with the Terminal and Sukup 
Manufacturing Company has a steel 
warehouse in the Manly Logistics Park. 
Sukup’s warehouse stores the steel in 
Manly before transporting it to their 
manufacturing facility in Sheffield, Iowa 
for use in the manufacturing process. 
 
As the railroad continues to thrive, 
Manly continues its effort to grow 
the community. The town helped 
create Sterling Acres, which is a new 
subdivision on the northwest side of 
town that offers lots for new housing 
construction. The subdivision has rolling 
hills and is surrounded by trees at its 
perimeter. Additionally, a new sports 
complex with three ball diamonds, 
a playground and concessions and 
bathroom facilities are nearby, making 
this location a great place to build a 
new home. The lots are affordable, 

and if you are interested in building 
here, contact Steve or Eric Molstad at 
641-357-5601 for more information. 
There are multiple amenities for all 
ages in Manly. Besides the new sports 
complex and playground that come 
alive with the sound of children playing 
every summer, there is also a great 
city park, complete with a shelter 
house and a playground, adjacent to 
Highway 65 next to the Manly Family 
Aquatic Center. The Aquatic Center 
was constructed within the last 10 years 
and has a zero-depth entry and diving 
boards in the deep end. 
 
The Manly Public Library is also a great 
community asset. It is located at 127 
Grant St. and offers computer access, 
movie rentals and, of course, books for 
all ages. 
 
Manly students join other kids from 
Plymouth, Hanlontown, Nora Springs 
and portions adjacent to these 
communities to attend the Central 
Springs Community School District. 
The district’s mission is to cultivate a 
positive learning environment that 
engages and empowers all students. 
The elementary school and high school 
students attend classes at the campus 
in Manly while the middle school 
students attend the campus in Nora 
Springs. 
 
Manly celebrates its railroad and 
agriculture history with an annual 
celebration called Railroad Ag Day in 
August.  The committee is constantly 
growing and welcomes new volunteers 
who are interested in being involved 
in a family orientated day. Those 
interested are encouraged to contact 
city hall.
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CITY HALL & COMMUNITY CENTER
106 Broadway St. S
641-454-3090
www.cityofmanly.com
Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.

MANLY SENIOR CENTER
137 Main St. E
641-454-2145

MANLY PUBLIC LIBRARY
127 Grant St. S
641-454-2982
www1.youseemore.com/NILC/ManlyPL
Monday 2 - 8 p.m.; 
Tuesday, Wednesday 2 - 6 p.m.; 
Thursday 10 a.m. - Noon, 2 - 8 p.m.; 
Friday 2 - 5 p.m.;
Saturday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

UNITED STATES POST OFFICE
110 E Main St.
641-454-2860
Monday - Friday 7 - 10 a.m. & Noon - 3 p.m.

MANLY JUNCTION SIGNAL
801 Central Ave. 
641-324-1051

UTILITIES
Electricity & Natural Gas  Alliant Energy     800-255-4268
Phone, Cable, Internet  WCTA  641-592-6105
Phone, Cable, Internet  Mediacom     866-550-8636
Phone, Cable, Internet Century Link    800-244-1111
Water/Sewer/Garbage/Recycling  City of Manly     641-562-2505

COMMUNITY INFORMATION
4-H Worth County Extension  641-324-1531
American Legion Post 110  110 E Elmore St.     641-454-2211 
Fire Department 333 S Grant St.     641-454-2113
Manly Heat Softball Ryan Klaahsen     641-512-541 
RR Ag Day Contact City Hall     641-454-3090
Manly Family Aquatic Center 206 S Linden St.    641-454-3302
Police Department 132 E S St. Highway 9 641-454-2114
South Street Car Wash 197 W S St.     641-430-1410
Worth County Sheriff 1000 Central Ave.     641-324-2481

COMMUNITY SCHOOL DISTRICT
www.centralsprings.net
CSD Office (Superintendant)  105 S E St. 641-454-2211
High School  105 S E St. 641-454-2208
Middle School  509 N. Iowas St.  
 Nora Springs 641-749-5301
Elementary (Manly Campus) 105 S E St.    641-454-3283
Elementary (Nora Springs Campus) 509 North Iowa Ave. 641-749-5301
 

50456
MANLY
RESIDENT INFORMATION

ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

Septic & Excavation Services
Water/Wastewater Operations

641.430.1410
shenvironmental@gmail.com

320 W Bosworth St., 
Manly, IA 50456

Proudly Serving North Iowa

WE SPECIALIZE IN:
Septic System Installation

Water & Sewer Service Line 
Repair/Replacement

Small Excavation 
& 

Dirt Work Projects

Time of Transfer Inspections
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American Legion #110
110 E Elmore St.
862-824-5225

Andersons INC., The  
760 Blanch N 
641-454-2400

Asmus Farm Supply 
1873 Highway 9 
641-454-3076

Badker Plumping 
3592 Orchid Ave. 
641-430-4647

Bethel United Methodist 
Church 
503 E S St. 
641-454-2427

Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church
428 W Walnut St. 
641-454-2611

Boothouse, The 
300 E N St.
641-454-2075

Bride Colonial Chapel
110 E Spring St. 
641-454-2242

Budget Auto 
401 W S St. 
641-454-3074

Caboose Museum 
500 S Broadway 
641-425-6104

Casey’s General Store
505 Highway 65 S 
641-454-2597

Circle Terrace Lodge 
155 Circle Terrace 
641-454-3329

Crossroads Motel 
511 Highway 65 S 
641-454-3377

Dollar General Store 
5 W S St. 
641-454-5122

Edge Salon, The 
145 Circle Terrace 
605-530-0662

Federal Auto Upholstery
211 S Broadway 
641-430-2437

First Security Bank & Trust 
Co.
3598 Orchid Ave. 
641-454-2255

Green Canopy INC.
1239 Highway 9 
641-454-2701

Hoyt Byron Shop 
801 Broadway St. S 
641-454-2811

Iowa Northern Railway
208 Blanch St. N 
641-454-2123

Joe’s Collision & 
Performance
400 S St. W 
641-454-2457

Kaleidoscopes To You
507 Highway 65 S 
641-454-2068

Lanterns & Lace 
3584 Orchid Ave. 
641-420-1074

Madsen Satellite Systems
3575 Orchid Ave. 
641-454-2622

Manly Junction RR Museum
111 Main St. E 
641-454-8029

Manly Nursing & Rehab.
601 East St. S 
641-454-2223

Manly Terminal 
1575 380th St. 
641-454-4000

New Bethel Baptist Church
814 N Grant St. 
641-454-2877

New Heaven Chemicals 
INC.
1585 380th St. 
641-454-4030

Olson Insurance 
103 Todd St. N 
641-454-2292 

Pioneer Town & Country 
Club
East Highway 9, 410 Club 
Terrace 
641-454-2414

Rusty Nickel, The 
117 E Main St. 
641-454-8000

Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church 
412 N Broadway St. 
641-454-2586

Thirsty Dog
3594 Orchid Ave. 
641-454-3225

Tire Experts - Reindl Repair
1531 Highway 9 
641-454-2054

Viafield 
855 Grant St. N 
641-454-2282

Worth County Highway 
Garage 
404 Walnut E. 
641-454-2756

MANLY
A COMPLETE LIST OF BUSINESSES ANLY

erminal  LLC

IIOOWWAA  NNOORRTTHHEERRNN  RRAAIILLWWAAYY  CCOOMMPPAANNYY
www.iowanorthern.com

Manly Terminal  &
Iowa Northern Railway Company

believe the strength of rural Iowa will 
lead us to future success!  

We are here to solve ALL of your storage, 
transloading, warehousing and logistics 

challenges now and in the future.  

We have over 100 acres of development property 
and access to the nations rail network to support 

your companies success.  

Visit
iowanorthern.com or manlyterminal.com 
to see how we can support your growth.

1575 380th Street, Manly, IA, 50456
855.277.8217

www.manlyterminal.com
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In 1853, Gulbrand O. Mellem created 
the first settlement in Northwood. B. H. 
Beckett made his way from Indiana 
to Worth County in 1857 and opened 
Northwood’s first general store. The 
firm Nelson, Peterson & Klove opened 
their own later the same year. In 1865, 
Beckett sold out his store to the firm Pike 
& Wattson due to the 1857 financial 
panic. Osage was the location for 
residents to pick up mail until 1857 when 
Dr. D. D. Franklin became Northwood’s 
first postmaster. 

That same year, a dam and sawmill 
were built and operated by Charles 
Wardall until 1860 by the Shell Rock 
River. It was then owned and managed 
by Lemuel and A. J. Dwelle, who 
assembled a gristmill. Since Northwood 
citizens previously brought their grain 
over to Osage, they quickly found use 
in this new convenience.

Simon H. and Asa Franklin built a hotel 
in 1858. It was soon rented out to John 
Becker, which he named the building 

the City Hotel. This rental entitled him as 
the city’s first public landlord. Eighteen 
years later, under the ownership of 
Harry Pepper, the hotel, then named 
Pepper House, burned down. For 
many years, this hotel had been alone 
in accommodating the many visitors 
looking to settle in Worth County; 
however, through the years, the city 
developed several other hotels, such 
as the Gardner House, Northwood 
House, Union House and Dwelle House.

1860 became the year Northwood’s 
Main Street found its first blacksmith 
shop, owned by William Hunt. Four 
others joined him to do their work 
as well. In 1867, George F. Wattson 
opened the town’s first drug store 
named Wattson Brothers Drug Store. 
Soon after the launch, Wattson’s 
brother, C. C. Wattson, accompanied 
him in operating the business. Four 
years later, E. W. Sprague opened 
the next drug store in Northwood. D. 
De Wolf, the first hardware dealer to 
settle in the town, opened his store 

NORTHWOODNORTHWOOD
in 1868 but quickly sold out to C. A. 
Knapp. The second hardware business 
began six years later, started by 
John M. Henderson. A small number 
of warehouses were built in 1870, 
including one by the railroad tracks 
and later, an elevator as well. 

From 1912-1913, W. H. Larsen 
constructed the three-story Winifred 
Hotel, a then-modern hotel that 
opened in April of 1913. This brick 
building featured 20 guest rooms as 
well as a basement. Today, The Hotel 
Winifred, once an important lodging 
stop for Jefferson Highway travelers 
along the route in Northern Iowa is in 
the process of restoration. A grassroots 
effort has been taking place to restore 
this landmark along the highway. 
The group recently was successful in 
turning what was once a low interest 
loan from the city into a $25,000 grant 
and are now working to get the hotel 
on the National Historic Register. 

Northwood also has some 
manufacturing businesses in town. 
In 1995, Trustile saw a need in the 
marketplace to transform and innovate 
the interior door both in material options 
and the design impact it can have. 
ADA Enterprises, Inc. is a family-owned 
company that manufactures Dura Trac 
raised animal flooring for the agriculture 
industry, mainly swine and calf.

The Timbers in Northwood is an old 
lumber yard turned into an event center. 
Community members rallied together 

to raise over $150,000 in donations 
toward the project. The 7,000 square 
foot multipurpose building features a 
loft connected by a curved walking 
bridge, a caterer’s kitchen, a bar, four 
restrooms and a dance floor designed 
using reclaimed wood and galvanized 
steel from the original 1902 lumber 
storage building. The building also has a 
large marble gray epoxy floor, a state-of-
the-art sound system and rustic lighting, 
including two unique chandeliers made 
locally. It is a climate-controlled venue 
that can accommodate between 350-
400 people.

Vikings Activity Center is a project that 
has been in the works since 2018. Plans 
to construct a new multimillion dollar 
activities center in Northwood for the 
Northwood-Kensett School District 
were first proposed as the community 
saw a need for such a building. Along 
with plans for full sized basketball/
volleyball courts and hitting areas for 
baseball, the Vikings Activity Center 
would feature office space for rental 
that would ideally offset costs. The 
project was awarded $453,000 by the 
Enhance Iowa Board as a Community 
Attraction and Tourism grant. The 
37,100 square foot facility will also 
include a wrestling room, locker rooms 
while the second level will feature 
a walking/running track, space for 
cardio machines and a separate 
space for weightlifting. The Vikings 
Activity Center has a Facebook page 
as well as a virtual tour via YouTube.
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CITY HALL
627 Central Ave. 
641-324-1075
Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
www.northwoodia.org

CHAMBER
PO Box 71 
641-381-0035

NORTHWOOD COMMUNITY CENTER
827 Central Ave.
641-381-0086

NORTHWOOD SENIOR CENTER
720 Central Ave. 
641-324-1244

NORTHWOOD PUBLIC LIBRARY
906 1st Ave. S 
641-324-1340
www1.youseemore.com/NILC/Northwood
Monday, Friday 1 - 5 p.m.; 
Tuesday, Thursday 10 a.m. - 7 p.m.; 
Saturday 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

UNITED STATES POST OFFICE
806 1st Ave. S 
641-324-2067
Monday - Friday 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.; 
Saturday 9 - 10 a.m.

THE TIMBERS - NORTHWOOD’S EVENT CENTER
500 Central Ave. 
641-381-0114
www.thetimbersofnorthwood.com

NORTHWOOD ANCHOR NEWSPAPER
801 Central Ave. 
641-324-1051
www.northwoodanchor.com

UTILITIES
Electricity  Alliant Energy  800-255-4268
Phone, Cable, Internet  Century Link  800-244-1111
Phone, Cable, Internet  Mediacom  866-332-0245
Phone, Cable, Internet WCTA 641-592-6105

COUNTY OFFICES
Assessor 1000 Central Ave. 641-324-1198
Auditor 1000 Central Ave. 641-324-2316
Clerk of Court 1000 Central Ave.
641-324-2840
Conservation 503 1st Ave. N 641-324-1524
Public Health 95 9th St. N 641-324-1741
Recorder 1000 Central Ave. 641-324-2734
Sheriff Office 1000 Central Ave. 641-324-2481
Treasurer 822 Central Ave. 641-324-2942
Veterans Affairs 735 Central Ave. 641-324-0480
Worth County Abstract 849 Central Ave. 641-324-1761

COMMUNITY SCHOOL
www.nwood-kensett.k12.ia.us
Northwood - Kensett CSD
High School 704 7th St. N 641-324-2142
Elementary  1200 1st Ave. N 641-324-2021

COMMUNITY INFORMATION
4-H 1206 3rd Ave. N 641-324-1531
Natural Resources Conservation 1004 10th St. 641-324-1819
Laundramat  517 Central Ave.
Manna Food Bank 94 9th St. N 641-324-8588
Northwood Fire Station 98 8th St. N
Northwood Sanitation, LLC 202 4th St. S 641-324-2242
Northwood Swimming Pool 714 2nd Ave. S 641-324-1680
TUNE  740 Central Ave. 641-324-0064
Waking Miss Winifred  641-390-0474
WCDA 91 8th St. N 641-324-1618
Worth County Extension 1206 3rd Ave. N 641-324-1531
Worth County Fair Office 300 13th St. S 641-324-1783
Worth County Historical Society 917 Central Ave. 641-324-1180

50459
NORTHWOOD
RESIDENT INFORMATION

Trenhaile Quarry
1574  440th Street • Northwood

641-324-1320
Call us for your crushed rock needs! 

We deliver!

FALKSTONE LLC
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JULIE WILL HELP 
YOU GET THERE

Century 21 
Preferred

CENTURY 21 Preferred • CENTURY 21 Preferred

Century 21 
Preferred

JULIE HAGEN ROBB
REALTOR®/Associate Broker

641-390-0007

Northwood Office • 641-324-2733
513 Central Ave. • Northwood

For listings & info go to www.julierobb.com
or download the C21 app or call me 

A & I Auto INC. 
804 8th St. N 
641-324-2652

ADA Enterprises INC. 
305 Enterprise Drive
Agriculture - 641-324-1093
Furniture - 641-324-1095
Veterinarian - 641-324-1094

Agri-Sales & Building 
Supply Inc. 
608 8th St. N 
641-324-2735

Andy Houg Construction, 
LLC 
1002 500th St. 
507-383-5618

Barn Boutique (at Top of 
Iowa Welcome Center)
4705 Wheelerwood Road
641-324-3184

Bean & Bistro 
826 Central Ave. 
641-323-7139

Beauty Nook By Cotter & Co.
861 Central Ave. 
641-324-1802

Bloomingdale Tax & 
Accounting
817 Central Ave. 
641-324-1701

Burger King 
700 Diamond Jo Lane
641-324-1366

Carquest Auto Parts 
801 8th St. N 
641-324-2112

Casey’s General Store
101 8th St. N, PO Box 22
641-324-3249

Cemstone 
1343 Highway 105 W 
641-324-1063

Century 21 Preferred 
513 Central Ave. 
641-390-0007

Conner Colonial Chapel
1008 1st Ave. S 
641-324-1543

Country Inn & Suites 
711 Diamond Jo Lane
641-323-7000

Croell INC. 
750 Highway 105 
641-323-7040

Dave Osborne Insurance 
Agency Inc. 
88 8th St. N 
641-324-2141

Deer Creek Lutheran 
Church 
4598 Zinnia Ave. 
641-324-2430

Dewey Kruger Music 
715 Central Ave. 
641-324-1300

Diamond Jo Casino 
777 Diamond Jo Lane
641-323-7777

Dick’s Place Body & Tow
4626 Wheelerwood Road
641-324-1512

Dollar General Store 
95 7th St. N 
641-324-1880

Ehrhardt Express 
1007 1st Ave. S 
641-390-0592

Eilertson Repair 
2105 Central Ave. 
641-324-1438

Falkstone, Inc. 
1574 440th St. 
641-713-4569 
641-324-1320 (Quarry)

Fallgatters Marketplace
98 7th St. N 
641-324-1651

Farm Bureau Financial 
Services 
601 Central Ave. 
641-324-1472

Farmers New Ag 
2106 Central Ave. 
641-324-2019

Farmers State Bank 
99 N 7th St. 
641-324-2273

Fat Jill’s Cupcakes
641-390-0064

Federal Foam 
Technologies
91 16th St. S 
641-324-2231

First Lutheran Church 
309 9th St. N 
641-324-2984

NORTHWOOD
A COMPLETE LIST OF BUSINESSES

First Shell Rock Lutheran 
Church 
1412 Central Ave. 
641-324-9869

Flower Forager 
4851 Nightingale Ave.
641-390-0474

Fringe & Lace By Brittany
808 Central Ave. 
641-323-7400

Greve Law Office 
736 Central Ave. #167
641-324-1327

Hen House Boutique, The
747 Central Ave. 
641-390-0367

Hogan Lawn Care 
1704 Central Ave. 
641-324-3180

Holiday Inn Express 
4712 Wheelerwood 
641-323-7500

Hot Beef Sundae Trailer
728 Central Ave. 
641-324-1052

Injection Technology 
Diesel Service
1001 8th St. N 
641-324-2010

JB Photography 
1207 4th St. S 
641-390-3007

Johnson Ground Clearing 
& Dirtwork 
93 8th St. N 
641-390-0777

Judy’s House of Beauty
906 5th Ave. N 
641-324-1477

Kalvig’s Boarding Kennels
988 Highway 105 
641-324-2489

Kathy’s Cuts 
710 Central Ave. 
641-324-2513

Kelly Hardware 
96 10th St. N 
641-324-1763

Ken’s Barber Shop 
710 Central Ave. 
641-324-2513

Kenison Construction INC.
1700 Central Ave. 
641-324-2752

Kibble Equipment 
1806 Central Ave. 
641-324-1154

Kitchen, The 
777 Diamond Jo Lane
641-323-7777

Knudtson Automotive 
Services 
616 Central Ave. 
641-324-9988

Krull Law Office 
714 Central Ave. 
641-324-1981

Kum & Go 
818 State Highway 105
641-323-7440

Loberg Construction LLC
402 11th St. N 
641-390-1392

Lutheran Retirement 
Home
701 9th St. N
641-324-1712

Main Street Cuts 
89 8th St. N 
641-324-1412

Maple Court 
Independent Living
701 9th St. N,  
641-324-1712

Martin Marietta Materials 
INC. 
1424 Highway 105 
641-324-2399

Massage Therapy by 
Jennifer Wahl
308 4th St. S 
641-390-0319

Mary Dodd Wedding 
Photography
205 13th St. S 
641-324-1365

MCT Construction 
400 11th St. N 
641-390-1085

Mercy Clinic 
803 9th Ave. N 
641-324-1221

MercyOne Northwood 
Pharmacy, The
98 10th St. N 
641-324-2116

Mike’s Automotive 
708 8th St. N 
641-324-1871

Monty Bruce Horse 
Training Center
4954 Vine Ave. 
507-456-0299

Mortenson Construction
103 Enterprise Drive 
641-324-0629

Fallgatter’s 
Market Place

Sunday-Saturday 
8 am - 8 pm

641.324.1651

98 7th St. N Northwood, IA 

Fallgatters.com 
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Your Independent
Locally Owned Parts Store

801 8th Street N, Northwood, IA 50459

641-324-3112

Nora’s Novelties 
4626 Wheelerwood Road
641-324-1839

North Woods Cabinetry 
INC.
703 7th St. N
641-324-1901

Northwood Country Club
1391 490th St. 
641-324-1662

Northwood Chiropractic 
PC
1602 Central Ave. 
641-324-0096

Northwood Dental 
802 9th Ave. N 
641-324-1364

Northwood Electric 
97 8th St. N 
641-324-2041

Northwood Fitness 
1604 Central Ave. 
507-421-3304

Northwood Foods INC.
1105 8th St. N 
641-324-1466

Northwood Insurance 
Agency 
91 9th St. S 
641-324-1023

North Iowa Advisors 
710 Central Ave. 
641-324-1858

Northwood Pines Assisted 
Living 
700 10th St. N 
641-324-0061

Northwood Pines Therapy 
Clinic 
700 10th St. N 
641-324-4985

Northwood Theatre 
740 Central Ave. 
641-324-0064

Northwood Tobacco 
721 Central Ave. 
641-323-0101

NSB Bank 
900 Central Ave. 
641-324-1023

Olson Insurance 
704 Central Ave. #287
641-324-2452

Peace Lutheran 
902 2nd Ave. N 
641-324-1782

Pioneer Brand Seeds 
2030 Central Ave. 
641-324-2750

Quality Composites INC.
4979 Orchid Ave. 
641-324-3130

R80 LLC North 
912 Central Ave. 
641-323-7555

Real Estate Office, The
1304 2nd Ave. N 
641-324-2251

Rebecca Lynne 
Photography
1002 500th St. 
507-383-2344

Rock-A-Billies 
95 8th St. N 
641-324-0525

Royal Motel, The 
903 S 10th St. 
641-324-1252

Rustic Thread 
2000 Central Ave. 
641-390-0181

Sarah Bruce Realtor
1156 Highway 105
641-390-0989

Schroeder & Sites Funeral 
Home 
1211 10th St. S 
641-324-1121

Shade Tree Liquors 
90 10th St. S 
641-324-1449

Share Shoppe 
733 Central Ave. 
641-324-1502

Signature’s Supper Club
728 Central Ave. 
641-324-1052

Silver Lake Lutheran 
Church
705 Silver Lake Road 
641-293-5556

Smith Services 
2090 Central Ave. 
641-390-1028

Springer Construction
407 N 10th St. 
641-390-1145

Strike Zone 
1003 8th St. N 
641-324-2749

Studio 3 
93 8th St. N 
641-323-8533

Subway 
853 Central Ave. 
641-323-7900
777 Diamond Jo Ln
800-888-4848

Sue’s Corner Post Cafe
700 Central Ave. 
641-324-2912

Tequila’s Mexican Bar 
& Grill
846 Central Ave. 
641-323-0000

Thofson Plumbing & 
Heating
2000 Central Ave. 
641-324-3253

Top of Iowa Welcome 
Center 
4705 Wheelerwood Road
641-324-3184

Tri-D Treasures 
107 S 10th St. 
414-530-3982

Trustile Doors of Iowa 
100 Enterprise Drive
641-324-0511

United Methodist Church
1000 1st Ave. N 
641-324-1557

Universal Contractors INC.
702 8th St. N 
641-324-2735

Varangians LLC 
4720 Jonquil Ave. 
949-709-2375

Viafield - Agronomy 
207 14th St. N 
641-324-1831

Welsh Chiropractic Clinic 
PC 
104 4th St. S 
641-324-1626

Willy’s Nillies  
1602 430th St. 
641-390-0490

Wood Fire Grille 
777 Diamond Jo Lane
641-323-7821

Worth Brewing Company
835 Central Ave. 
641-324-9899

Worth Lumber Company
706 8th St. N 
641-324-0117

Worth County Veterinary 
Service
1600 Central Ave. 
641-324-1084

Xquisite Salon & Spa 
612 Central Ave. 
641-590-6618

988 HIGHWAY 105 • Northwood
641-324-2489

Carolyn Kalvig and John Berg
We care for your pets with TLC

Kalvig’s 
Boarding Kennel

Northwood • Mason City
(641) 324-1023

www.nsbbank.com

We’re
HERE

For
YOU

Your friends, your neighbors, 
bank with someone you know

Northwood • Mason City
(641) 324-1023

www.nsbbank.com

We’re
HERE

For
YOU

Your friends, your neighbors, 
bank with someone you know

641-324-1023
641-423-7638



100 101

Forest City Chamber
of Commerce

106 S 4th St.
Forest City, IA 50436

641-585-2092
www.forestcityia.com

Lake Mills Chamber 
Development Corp.

203 N 1st Ave. W
Lake Mills, IA 50450

641-592-5253
www.lakemillsia.com

Northwood Chamber 
of Commerce

PO Box 71
Northwood, IA 50459

641-381-0035
www.northwoodchamber.org

North Iowa Betterment
201 N Main

Buffalo Center
641-562-2222

www.northiowabetterment.com

Forest City Economic 
Development
145 S Clark St.

Forest City, IA 50436
641-585-5560

www.forestcityia.com

John Pappajohn 
Entrepreneurial Center
500 College Drive Ste 120
Mason City, IA 50401
641-422-4111
www.pappajohncenter.com

Winnebago County 
Conservation
34496 110th St.
Forest City, IA 50436
641-565-3399
www.winnebagoccb.com

Worth County 
Conservation
503 1st Ave. 
Northwood, IA 50459
641-324-1524
www.worthcounty.org

Top of Iowa Welcome Center
I-35, Exit 214
Northwood, IA 50459
641-324-3184
www.topofiowa.com

Iowa Office of Tourism 
and Economic Development
200 E Grand Ave.
Des Moines, IA 50309
888-472-6035
www.traveliowa.com

GROWTH & RESULTS BY WORKING TOGETHER

WINN-WORTH BETCO

This brochure is provided by WWB as a courtesy to our residents, 
businesses, and organizations.

Winnebago-Worth Counties Betterment Council
PO Box 93, 203 A N. 1st Ave. West Lake Mills, IA 50450

641-592-0800 
www.winn-worthbetco.com

If you find your listing is incorrect, please contact us at 
marketing@winn-worthbetco.com.

WE BUILD
OPPORTUNITY

HEALTHCARE + BENEFITS

GUARANTEED 40 HR WEEK

$17.50/HR STARTING WAGE

$1,000 SIGN-ON BONUS
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West of I-35, at the intersection of Hwy 9 and 69

www.forestcityia.com

OUTDOOR 
RECREATION: 

EVENTS:

TOURS:  
 

Bike trail to Pilot Knob State Park

Camp at Pammel Park

Kayak the Winnebago River Trail 

18 Hole Golf Course 

Disc Golf Course 
 

Winnebago Industrial Tour 

Heritage Park Tour  

Mansion Museum Tour  

Country Thunder 

Puckerbrush Days

Motor Night 

Steam Threshing Festival

 

   Chamber of Commerce & Visitors Center
     106 S. 4th Street, Forest City, IA   641-585-2092
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