
201 N Main Street, Buffalo Center • 641.562.2222
www.northiowabetterment.com

Follow us on Facebook @ North Iowa Betterment

north iowa
betterment

50245 40th Ave
Rake, IA 50465

641.566.3658

afschem.com
 

Monday-Fridays 
8am-5pm 

211 West Main St, Lake Mills, IA 50450

Follow us on Facebook @ 5 Alarm Brewing Co. 

Thurs: 4-10 PM   •   Fri: 4-10 PM
Sat: 12-10PM   •   Sun: 12 - 6PM

641-592-2739

101 East Grace St
641.566.3735

City of Rake 

Titonka | Forest City | Thompson

11723 Hwy 9 Thompson

641-584-2275
www.tsbbank.com

Kirschbaum 
 Electrical & Plumbing 

609 S Winnebago St 
Lake Mills, IA 50450

641-592-8831

:wfdchurch 
"A different kind of church 

making a difference.11 

Celebration of Worship 
Every Sunday at 10:00 AM 45005 

210th Avenue 
Lake Mills, Iowa 50450 

Contact Information 
www.wfdchurch.com 
Phone: 641 .592.7150 

Doug, Barb & Josh Murra
204 N Main

Buffalo Center, IA 50424
641-562-2797

MURRA HARDWARE

Follow us on Facebook

43066 225th Ave
Lake Mills, IA 50450
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State Savings Bank

Winnebago
Insurance Agency

Cooper’s
Redemption

Swenson Crop Ins.

Swenson Park
Heidi’s Hair Care

Rake 
Upholstery & 

Repair

Rake Public 
Library

US Post 
Office

Hatch Repair

Landus
Cooperative

Hanson Gas Company

Holland
Construction

Asmus Farm 
Supply

Rake
Pub & Grub

Arnie’s 
Pump 
Service

Captain’s Choice

City of Rake/
Community Center

Zion Lutheran 
Church

Julia Lou’s
Framing

Looks Beautiful!   Also the City park is 
behind the sign and the park
between, Swenson crop insurance and 
Heidi’s has a gazebo to sit in and visit
or have lunch.  Ellen

102 N. Main Street • P.O. Box 139 • Rake, IA 50465
Phone: 641.566.3321 • Fax: 641.566.3324

Winnebago County

183 1st Ave, 
Thompson, IA 

50478

www.extension.iastate.edu/winnebago

641-584-2261

Rhonda’s Decadent 
Delights 

A little taste of 
heaven

1209 South Washington Court
Lake Mills, IA 50450

Cell phone 641-745-9615

Business phone 641-592-0303

The
Mills 
Theatre

Check us out on FB!

Nightly shows 7 pm & 7:30 pm
ALSO

Sundays 3 pm & 3:30 pm
216 W. Main St, Lake Mills

641-592-6455 • themillstheatre.com

641-324-3184 • I-35, Exit 214–Northwood
4705 Wheelerwood Road, Northwood, IA

641-324-3184

When was the last time 
you visited a welcome 

center that smelled like 
your Grandma’s kitchen?

Well, this one does!

Stop here for rest, relaxation, fresh-baked pie, 
muffins or cookies and coffee made from 

freshly-ground beans!
Shop for Iowa-made products and folk art in the 
Barn Boutique Gift Shop. Let our trained travel 

counselors help you find many fun and interesting 
things to do during your visit to Iowa!

Open 9 a.m.- 5 p.m. Daily Year-Round
Internet Access • Motorcoach Parking

INNOVATE.  FABRICATE.

INNOVATE.  FABRICATE.

105 Jackson Street 
P.O. Box 257

Thompson, IA 50478

641-584-2900
percisiontank.com

BUFFALO
CENTER
DEVELOPMENT
CORPORATION
641 -562 -2124

BUFFALOCENTERDEVELOPMENT.COM

 

DEDICATED  TO  A  BETTER  BC

Financed the construction

of Mercy Clinic and Little

Bison Daycare

 

Contributed to

improvements at Main

Street Market Deli and

many other community

projects

Daily Lunch Specials
Find us on Facebook at: 

mainstreetmarketbc/
See our Ads, Coupons, 

and Recipies at
www.mainstreetmarketiowa.com

209 North Main Street
641-562-2363

BUSINESSES OUTSIDE OF CITY LIMITS:
ASMUS FARM SUPPLY
KUCHENBECKER EXCAVATING
SECURE TRACS
TRELTEK INDUSTRIES

Buffalo Center, IA
Lake Mills, IA

Britt,  IA
Lakota, IA

Bricelyn, MN

www.ftsbbank.com

Insertion Information
Info:  Community Maps
Size:  2” x 2”
Color:  4 Color
Contact:  Angie Thompson angiethompson@wctatel.com  
 or 641-592-6105

800-592-6105
www.wctatel.net

CRAZY FAST  
FIBER INTERNET!
Plus Digital TV & Voice too

Ambulance

Ball Diamond

Basketball Court

Bike Trail

Church

Clinic 

Fire Department

Football Field - Track

Frisbee Golf

Hotel

Library

Museum

Police Station

Pool

Post Office

Park/Playground

Railroad

School 

Shelter House

Skate Park

Tennis Court

LEGEND

RAKE



Founded in 1900, Rake 
was named after A. A. 
Rake, a Norwegian who 
settled here at the age of 
20. He worked as a farm 
hand for two years before 
renting and cultivating 
his own land for another 
two years. Then, in 1882 
he came to Winnebago 
County and purchased 
land in section 16 of 
the Lincoln Township. 
This land was operated 
and improved until 
1910, when he sold the 
farm after finding great 

success from his use of progressive methods in tiling 
fields and caring for the crops. In 1886, Mr. Rake 
established a post office and built several homes and 
businesses, including a successful 
general merchandise store which 
he operated for 15 years. These 
developments led to the official 
establishment of the town. 

Many of the original businesses in 
Rake were built between July 15th 
and August 14th of 1900. The array 
of businesses included a drugstore, 
the Bank of Rake, a meat market, 
Elmer Nelson’s Restaurant, Erdal 
& Marsaa Double Store, three 
grain elevators, two lumber yards, 
a billiard hall, a hotel, a depot, 
and a handcar house. A few other 
businesses quickly followed, and included another 

restaurant, a bakery, 
a livery stable, two 
hardware and implement 
stores, a Methodist 
Church, and a Norwegian 
Lutheran Church. 

Today, Rake maintains 
a variety of businesses 
that serve the community 
and its residents. These 
include an agricultural  
company just outside of 
town, a cooperative grain 
elevator, a hair salon, an 

upholstery & repair shop, a  redemption center, a water 
well business, a frozen food business, an excavating 
business, and restaurants and a bar. There is also a 
locally owned bank, State Savings Bank, which is 
one of the only remaining small town independently 
owned banks in the area with one location. The 
bank was established in 1914 by nearly 35 investors 
alongside A. A. Rake, who served as the first bank 
president. The bank 
has been in the same 
brick building on the 
corner of Main Street 
since that building was 
constructed in 1916. 
Rake’s deep history 
ties in with many of the 
town’s buildings and 

CITY OF RAKE
101 East Grace Street
PO Box 127
641-566-3735
Tuesday through Thursday 7:30 - 11:00 am

UNITED STATES POST OFFICE
121 N Main Street
641-566-3720
Monday through Friday 8:30 am - 12:30 pm
Saturday 8:30 am - 10:15 am 

RAKE COMMUNITY CENTER
101 East Grace Street
641-566-3735
The Community Center is available for rent for 
celebrations and meetings.

BUFFALO CENTER TRIBUNE
124 North Main Street, Buffalo Center
641-562-2606
www.thebuffalocentertribune.com

RAKE PUBLIC LIBRARY
123 North Main Street
641-566-3388
Tues., Wed., Fri. 9:00 - 11:30 am & 1:30 - 5 pm
Thurs. 9 - 11:30 am & 1:30 - 6 pm
Saturday 9 -10:30 am

WINNEBAGO COUNTY EXTENSION
183 1st Avenue East, Thompson
641-584-2261
www.extension.iastate.edu/winnebago
Iowa State University Extension serves Iowans through 
6 areas:
• Agriculture and Natural Resources
• Business and Industry
• Communities
• Families
• 4-H Youth Development
• Continuing Education

NORTH IOWA BETTERMENT
201 North Main Street, Buffalo Center
www.northiowabetterment.com
641-562-2222
The Mission of North Iowa Betterment is to strengthen 
and expand the growth of our communities through 
public service programs and activities, economic 
development and downtown revitalization projects. 
We will work to create vibrant, active communities 
to improve the quality of life for all business owners, 
stakeholders and residents, regardless of age.

NORTH IOWA COMMUNITY SCHOOL
111 3rd Ave NW, Buffalo Center
(641) 562-2525
www.northiowa.org
Located in beautiful north-central Iowa and surrounded 
by some of the richest farm land in the world, North 
Iowa Community School has nurtured one of the 
richest educational experiences found in Iowa.

LOW IMPACT EXERCISING
101 East Grace Street 
Contact Louise Hagedorn at 641-566-3674
Every Monday and Thursday from 8:30 - 9:30 am 
we meet at the Rake Community Center for a time 
of physical well being and fellowship.  Everyone is 
welcome.

QUAM WILDLIFE AREA-HUNTING
47811 30th Avenue, features 200 acres of 
wetlands and restored prairie land locted 
southeast of town. Hunting is allowed 

ORGANIZATIONS & UTILITIES
American Legion #539
Cathy Quam  ......................................... 641-566-3374
Boy Scouts
Illa Roth.................................................. 641-903-9409
Rake Fire Department 
210 E Grace St. ...................................... 641-566-3738
Fire Chief
Matt Duve .............................................. 641-566-3738
Rake 1st Responders
Matt Duve .............................................. 641-566-3738
Electricity
Alliant Energy ........................................ 800-255-4268
Garbage/Recycling
Waste Management .............................. www.wm.com
Phone/Cable/Internet
WCTA ................................................ www.wctatel.net
Gas
Private LP tanks

RAKE
IOWA

WINN-WORTH BETCO
Growth & Results by Working Together

www.winn-worthbetco.com

Rake
events such as the Lutefisk 
Supper. This event was held 
every February until 2010 
but began with Mr. Rake 
in 1975. Drawing in nearly 
500 hundred people, the 
Lutefisk Supper doubled the 
population of the town. It 
was held at Zion Lutheran 
Church and was a great way 
to find a little bit of Norway 
in northern Iowa with its 
traditional Norwegian 
dishes. The event came to be 
loved by all within the area, 
and many members of the 
community are working on 
reviving this tradition. 

Rake’s school district also has a long history as it came 
into existence shortly after the town’s 
founding. In 1978, voters passed a 
merger plan for the Rake and nearby 
Buffalo Center school districts. The 
two individual districts were dissolved 
on July 1 of the same year, creating 
the Buffalo Center-Rake Community 
School District. With this change, 
each respective community retained 
the K-8 grades in their own school 
building while high school students 
attended the Buffalo Center campus. 
The building still stands today but is 
in private ownerships and is not open 
to the public. 

With a strong history and Norwegian 
ties, “A Little Bit of Norway, A Lot 
of Pride” remains as Rake’s slogan, 
which is featured on the sign at the 
edge of town. Rake also has a ‘sister 
city’ relationship with Rocka, Norway. 
Every year, Rake holds the Borderline 
Tractor Ride in June. The ride travels 
across the area to offer a full day of fun, 
including visiting some of northern 
Iowa’s scenic attractions such as Effigy 
Mounds, Yellow River Forest, and 
Spook Cave. For more information on 
the Tractor Ride, please contact Phil 
Benn at 641-566-3563. 

For a fun, indoor activity, Rake holds 
a Tour of Homes every other year. 
For more information on this event, 
please contact the City Clerk at 641-
566-3735. 

ARNIE’S PUMP SERVICE & WELL 
DRILLING INC.

107 North Main Street • 641-566-3582
www.arniespumpservice.com

ASMUS FARM SUPPLY
50245 40th Avenue • 641-566-3658

www.afschem.com

CAPTAIN’S CHOICE 
310 East Grace Street • 641-566-3020

CITY OF RAKE
101 East Grace Street, PO Box 127

641-566-3735

COOPER’S REDEMPTION
106 S Main Street • 641-566-3888

HANSEN GAS COMPANY
112 3rd Street NW • 641-566-3366

HATCH REPAIR
207 North Main Street • 641-566-3788

HEIDI’S HAIR CARE
110 North Main Street • 641-566-3580

HOLLAND CONSTRUCTION
212 1st Street NE • 641-566-3131

JULIA LOU’S FRAMING
111 1st Street NE • 641-566-3788

KUCHENBECKER EXCAVATING
46285 10th Street • 641-569-3411

LANDUS COOPERATIVE
314 North Main Street • 641-566-3351

www.landuscooperative.com

RAKE COMMUNITY CENTER
101 East Grace Street • 641-566-3735

RAKE FIRE DEPARTMENT
210 East Grace Street, PO Box 170

641-566-3738

RAKE PUB & GRUB
115 North Main Street • 641-566-3040

RAKE PUBLIC LIBRARY
123 North Main Street • 641-566-3388

RAKE UPHOLSTERY & REPAIR
120 N Main Street • 641-566-3800

SECURE TRACS
50245 40th Avenue • 641-566-3022

www.securetracs.com

STATE SAVINGS BANK
102 North Main Street, PO Box 139

641-566-3321
www.rakestatesavingsbank.com

SWENSON CROP INSURANCE
106 North Main Street • 641-590-4690

TRELTEK INDUSTRIES
PO Box 186 • 641-566-3764

UNITED STATES POST OFFICE
121 N Main St. • 641-566-3720

WINNEBAGO INSURANCE AGENCY
102 South Main Street • 641-566-3545

www.winnebagomutual.com

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH
107 W Florence Street, PO Box 168

641-566-3535

STAY CONNECTED

Check us out on Facebook or 
www.winn-worthbetco.com 

for weekly job postings & Community Events

WINN-WORTH BETCO
203A N 1ST AVE, LAKE MILLS, IA 50450

641.592.0800 • Director@Winn-WorthBetco.com

A NEW ERA IN
BUSINESS RETAINMENT

& WORKFORCE RECRUITMENT

Growth & Results by Working Together

• WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT
• BUSINESS RECRUITMENT
• BUSINESS RETAINMENT
• BUSINESS EXPANSION
• COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
• HOUSING
• TOURISM

Winn-Worth Betco has worked to improve 
the two-county area for over 25 years.

Reference

RAKE BUSINESS LISTINGS

Find your ancestors 
Tours June-August  Tues & 

Thur 1-3pm,  Sundays 1-
4pm or by appointment                           

641-585-2308                                 
$5.00 per person                                                                                  

336 N. Clark St., Forest City 

www.winnebagohistoricalsocietyiowa.org 

 Tours June-Aug. Tues. & Fri. @ 1pm                                              
or by appointment, 641-596-0527                                                         
$5 per person/kids under 12 free.                                        

1225 Hwy. 69 S. 

15 min. from I-35 and Hwy 9, west to Forest City 

Agricultural & Rural History Museum 

Tour    
Winnebago   

Oldest    
County’s   

Tour a Grand Turn-of 
the Century Home 

Church  

Check out all the great events at 
www.heritageparkofnorthiowa.com 
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