
Kirschbaum 
 Electrical & Plumbing 

609 S Winnebago St 
Lake Mills, IA 50450

641-592-8831

DAVE’S AUTO SERVICE
101 West Main Street Lake Mills

641-592-9951
•Full Service Gas
•Tire Service
•Towing
•Vehicle Repairs
•AAA Provider

Est. 1973

The
Mills Theatre

Check us out on FB!
Nightly shows 7 pm & 7:30 pm

ALSO
Sundays 3 pm & 3:30 pm

216 W. Main St, Lake Mills
641-592-6455 • themillstheatre.com

Member of 
“Healthy Harvest of North Iowa” & “North Iowa Fresh”

Producer of Quality Vegetables Grown in the 
Rich Peat Soils of the Fertile Valley.

Fertile Valley Gardens

641-797-2811 • 641-420-6555
ronfvg@wctatel.net

609 B St.
Leland, IA 50453

641-567-3341

6401 Highway 9
Buffalo Center, IA 50424

641-561-2800

406 E K St. 
Forest City, IA 50436 

641-585-2814

:wfdchurch 
"A different kind of church 

making a difference.11 

Celebration of Worship 
Every Sunday at 10:00 AM 45005 

210th Avenue 
Lake Mills, Iowa 50450 

Contact Information 
www.wfdchurch.com 
Phone: 641 .592.7150 

Winnebago County

183 1st Ave, 
Thompson, IA 

50478

www.extension.iastate.edu/winnebago

641-584-2261

Rhonda’s Decadent 
Delights 

A little taste of 
heaven

1209 South Washington Court
Lake Mills, IA 50450

Cell phone 641-745-9615

Business phone 641-592-0303

INNOVATE.  FABRICATE.

INNOVATE.  FABRICATE.

105 Jackson Street 
P.O. Box 257

Thompson, IA 50478

641-584-2900
percisiontank.com

50245 40th Ave
Rake, IA 50465

641.566.3658

afschem.com
 

Monday-Fridays 
8am-5pm 

Follow us on Facebook 
@ The Fertile Market 641-512-0065

211 West Main St, Lake Mills, IA 50450

Follow us on Facebook @ 5 Alarm Brewing Co. 

Thurs: 4-10 PM   •   Fri: 4-10 PM
Sat: 12-10PM   •   Sun: 12 - 6PM

641-592-2739

201 N Main Street, Buffalo Center • 641.562.2222
www.northiowabetterment.com

Follow us on Facebook @ North Iowa Betterment

north iowa
betterment 507 HWY 65 Manly, IA 50456

888.454.2068
info@kaleidoscopestoyou.com
www.kaleidoscopestoyou.com
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OTHER LELAND BUSINESSES OUTSIDE OF MAP AREA
DK ROPER & ASSOCIATES
LYLE’S SLAES & SERVICE
PIONEER SEED HOUSE
ROBIN’S BLACKSMITHING
WEST PRAIRIE LUTHERAN CHURCH
WESTSIDE RADIATOR & SAW

Insertion Information
Info:  Community Maps
Size:  2” x 2”
Color:  4 Color
Contact:  Angie Thompson angiethompson@wctatel.com  
 or 641-592-6105

800-592-6105
www.wctatel.net

CRAZY FAST  
FIBER INTERNET!
Plus Digital TV & Voice too
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Located in Winnebago County, Iowa, Leland’s story 
began with the settlement of John D. Leland, an 
attorney who moved to the area from Illinois in 1878 
and purchased a considerable amount of land. Then, 
the railroad came to town in 1879, bringing plenty of 
people and new businesses with it. As a result, a hotel 
was built for the railroad workers in 1880, which was 
quickly followed by blacksmith shops, lumber yards, 
hardware stores, general stores, a creamery, banks, 
and taverns. The towns namesake Mr. Leland also 
joined the flourish of business by establishing his 
own threshing machine factory, which later became a 
cement factory. Then, in 1932, another big change came 
to the community with the building of U.S. Highway 69 
through the center of town. More businesses began to 

appear along the highway 
to capitalize on the traffic 
and the community of 
Leland became even 
more established. 

But the history doesn’t end 
there. From Highway 69, 
on the south end of town, 

a white cross can be seen on a grassy hill. Many passing 
through Leland gaze at it as they drive by, wondering 
what its story is. In 1905, R.W. Branstad stayed with a 
friend on the farmstead that used to occupy this same 
hill. Mesmerized by the landscape, Branstad never 
forgot about this place of beauty and said, “It could very 
well be called Calvary.” In 1948, he purchased the farm 

and, when his son 
was about to enter 
military service 
in 1950, Branstad 
was inspired 
to dedicate the 
hill to his faith. 
Originally, he 
planned on 
spelling out the 
words GOD and 
SON with rocks, 

which were collected and piled atop the hill. However, 
the message was often disturbed by vandals who 
changed the biblical words to inappropriate ones. 
Filled with frustration, Branstad finally gave up on 
his project and buried the rocks. But, in 1974, as he 
neared the age of 79, he decided to complete his life-
long project by building the cross and placing it atop 
the hill where it could be seen by all. 

Faith also inspired another man to put up a cross on 
the northern side of Leland, also along Highway 69. 
Wayne Wubben built the 25-foot cross and placed it 
along his fence line to remind people of their faith 
as they pass by. He completed the project with Our 
Savior’s Lutheran Church in Leland as well as an 
organization focused on placing crosses in each state 
of the U.S. and in every country in the world. The cross 
is located near one of Wubben’s field entrances, which 
he keeps clean in case anyone feels so inclined to visit 
the cross for prayer. 

Though Leland remains a small town, its history and faith 
have attracted a few memorable residents and visitors. 
Iowa Governor Terry E. Branstad, Iowa’s longest serving 
governor, lived in Leland as he attended nearby Forest City 
High School before moving on to attend the University of 
Iowa and Drake University Law School. He then returned 
to the area to practice law in neighboring Lake Mills. 
His career took off after serving in the Iowa House of 
Representatives from 1972-1978. Then he was elected as 
Lt. Governor from 1978-1982 and Governor from 1983-
1999, being re-elected to the office in 2011. In December 
of 2016, Governor Branstad was named Ambassador to 
China by the newly elected Trump administration. 

Alongside such an important politician, actor Kevin 
Costner and his band Modern West also visited Leland in 
2009. The group recorded a song titled “Leland, Iowa,” 
which was written by one of the band members who 
has relatives in the Leland area. At the request of local 
residents, the band came to town to perform this song 
before the community in the ‘Ambrosen Barn.’ However, 
the event attracted fans from all over the state and the 
town swelled with people hoping to meet the group. After 
their performance, Costner and the band went to the local 
café to do another performance for those who were unable 
to fit into the barn. Both performances marked a day that 
the community of Leland will never forget.

LELAND
IOWA

WINN-WORTH BETCO
Growth & Results by Working Together

www.winn-worthbetco.com

CITY OF LELAND
316 Walnut street
641-567-3330
Mon., Wed., Thurs. 8:30 am - 4:30 pm

UNITED STATES POST OFFICE
212 West Broadway
641-567-3580
Monay through Friday 9:00 am - 1:00 pm
Saturda 9:30 am - 10:30 am

LELAND COMMUNITY CENTER
316 Walnut Street
641-567-3330
Conference Room available for rent for 
parties, celebrations and organized meetings. 
Contact the City of Leland for rates and 
information.

FOREST CITY COMMUNITY SCHOOL
145 S Clark Street
PO Box 270
Forest City, IA 50436
641-585-2323

ORGANIZATIONS & UTILITIES
VFW  Tina Perry  641-567-3106
Fire Department Forest City 641-585-4121
Ambulance Service Forest City 641-585-4634
Water/Sewer  City of Leland  641-567-3330
Garbage/Recycling   Waste Management  800-222-6214
Electricity   Alliant Entergy  800-255-4268
Gas  Black Hills Energy  888-890-5554
Phone/Internet/Cable  Mediacom  866-550-8636
Phone/Internet/Cable  WCTA  641-592-6105

HUNTING
AMBROSON RECREATION AREA
3035 Highway 69, located 1 mile south of 
Leland. 119 acres of land includes hunting, 
fishing, boating, picnic shelter, and a 
playground.  Access to the Winnebago River 
Water Trail.

C.A. BLOCK WILDLIFE AREA
North of Leland, at 18405 420th Street. 
389 acres of wetlands, uplands, popular 
waterfowl hunting.

HOLLAND PRAIRIE CONSERVATION & 
YOUTH HUNTING AREA
2 miles north of Leland, at 19260 420th 
Street. The area features 225 acres; The 
county’s first hunting & fishing area for youth 
ages 15 and under.  A free permit is required 
to hunt.  Call WCCB at 641-565-3390 to 
obtain a permit.

RAUK-RASSMUSSEN TRACT
37780 Highway 69, Leland offers uplands and 
wetlands available for hunting.

WINNEBAGO RIVER RECREATION 
WILDLIFE AREA
40500 175th Avenue, Leland. Consists of 47 
acres of marsh and upland timber. Stream 
fishing allowed.

Leland

STAY CONNECTED

Check us out on Facebook or 
www.winn-worthbetco.com 

for weekly job postings & Community Events

WINN-WORTH BETCO
203A N 1ST AVE, LAKE MILLS, IA 50450

641.592.0800 • Director@Winn-WorthBetco.com

A NEW ERA IN
BUSINESS RETAINMENT

& WORKFORCE RECRUITMENT

Growth & Results by Working Together

• WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT
• BUSINESS RECRUITMENT
• BUSINESS RETAINMENT
• BUSINESS EXPANSION
• COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
• HOUSING
• TOURISM

Winn-Worth Betco has worked to improve 
the two-county area for over 25 years.

Find your ancestors 
Tours June-August  Tues & 

Thur 1-3pm,  Sundays 1-
4pm or by appointment                           

641-585-2308                                 
$5.00 per person                                                                                  

336 N. Clark St., Forest City 

www.winnebagohistoricalsocietyiowa.org 

 Tours June-Aug. Tues. & Fri. @ 1pm                                              
or by appointment, 641-596-0527                                                         
$5 per person/kids under 12 free.                                        

1225 Hwy. 69 S. 

15 min. from I-35 and Hwy 9, west to Forest City 

Agricultural & Rural History Museum 

Tour    
Winnebago   

Oldest    
County’s   

Tour a Grand Turn-of 
the Century Home 

Church  

Check out all the great events at 
www.heritageparkofnorthiowa.com 

ROBIN’S BLACKSMITHING 
Blacksmithing • Portable Welding 

Unique Gifts • Custom Fabrication 

Dewey & Karen Roll                   
Leland, IA                         
641-590-3634 

robinsblacksmithing.net 

SHOWROOM OPEN BY APPOINTMENT 

LELAND BUSINESS LISTINGS
CR’S CRAFTS

109 5th Avenue West, PO Box 8
641-567-3652

www.crscraft.com

CENTER LUTHERAN CHURCH
19266 440th Street 

CITY OF LELAND
316 Walnut Street • 641-567-3330

DK ROPER & ASSOCIATES
15776 430th Street • 641-584-2400

FARMERS COOP ASSN.
609 B Street & 222 West Broadway

PO Box 1 • 641-567-3341
www.farmersca.com

FINER CABINETRY
202 B Street • 641-567-3950

K&C ELECTRICAL 
PLUMBING HVAC INC.
307 B Street, PO Box 117

641-567-3640

LELAND COMMUNITY CENTER
316 Walnut Street • 641-567-3330

LELAND MAINTENANCE SHOP
208 2nd Avenue West

LELAND VFW
216 West Broadway • 641-567-3106

LELAND WOODWORKS
301 B Street, PO Box 153

641-567-3387

LYLE’S SALES & SERVICE
3981 180th Avenue • 641-590-1073

MITCHELL’S BAR & GRILL
107 B Street, PO Box 84

641-567-3200 

OUR SAVIORS LUTHERAN CHURCH
113 5th Avenue East, PO Box 10

641-567-3331

PIONEER SEED HOUSE
17925 Highway 9 • 641-567-3500

RADICAL BARRELS
203 B Street • 641-567-3047

ROBIN’S BLACKSMITHING
45178 160th Ave • 641-590-3634

robinsblacksmithing.net

UNITED STATES POST OFFICE
212 West Broadway • 641-567-3580

WEST PRAIRIE LUTHERAN CHURCH
40041 150th Avenue • 641-567-3733

www.westprairiechurch.com

WESTSIDE RADIATOR & SAW
17069 400th Street • 641-567-3527
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